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pHtLlP^IANS iv. 4. 

HEJOICB IN TUB. LORD ALWAY ; AN.O 
AOAIM I SAY* RBJOICE. 

AMONG the many expedients put in 
pra<aice by the enemies of our Religion, 
to obftruft its progrefs, and to counteraft its in- 
iluence> it is no uncommon one, tO fet befi>re 
the eyes of mankind a moft frightful pidure of 
Chriftianity, and to reprefent it as a ftern^ auf- 
tere, uncomfortable, gloomy religion, adverfe to 
all the innocent enjo3rments of life^and to all the 
natural defires and propenfities of the human 
mind. As a proof of this, we are referred to 
diofe injundions of mortification and/elf-de<» 
njal, of penitence, contrition and remoi^, of 
abftinence from pleafure and eomity to the 
world, which occur fometime$ in the facred 
Vol • lit B writings ; 
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writings ; and to thofe feafons, which. In con* 
formity to the fpirit of fuch injundtions, have, 
by the authority of particular churches^ been fet 
apart fot the purpofes of retirement and abfti- 
nence,recolle(flion and devotion. That precepts 
of this import are to be found in the Gofpel,and 
that they carry with them fome appearance of 
rigour, we do not deny* But it requires only a 
very finall fhare of difcernment to perceive, 
arki of candour to ackno^dedge, that this is 
nothing mo^ than appearance. It is very true, 
it is not to be diflcmbled j the Gofpel does moft 
certainly require us to renounce fome things, 
which the man of the worW may not be very 
willing to part with« But what are thefe things ? 
They are Aofc kifts which war againft the 
Ibul : they are thofe felfifh defifes, which con- 
tra^, and narrow, and harden the heart : they 
are tho£e hat^lid and turbulent paffions, which 
fill the mind with difquiet, and the world with 
diforder : they are thole predominant vices and 
f&llies, thofe dangerous and deflxudive amufe- 
ments, wkioh deftroy all compose of mind, 
all purity of fentimait and dignity of condud, 
and plutlge us in expence, dijSipation, and 
ruin* Thefe are the lidrtgs we are required 

to 
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to mortify, to deny, to fubditt, to ifepcht oli 
to i^nounce; and'if thefe are the hardflilps 
complained of> to thefe indeed w^ muft fub- 
mit. But to ^ccufe the Gofpel of fevcrity on 
this accourtt, would be jufl as ratioAa} andaS 
equitable as ta charge the fui^eoA with cruelty 
for amputating a gahgrened limb> or the phy- 
fician with iU-nature for prefcribing a ftriA 
regiltoeii and a coUrfe of fearching n^ddicines 
to a patient bloated wkh difeafe^ We have 
reafon on the contrary to blefs tbt fl;:ilful hand^ 
that, by any apcratk)ns> however painful, by 
^y Remedies, however unpalatable^ conde- 
fcfends to preferve or to reftore the health c£ 
the foul. The truth is^ the very cruelties of 
Chriftianity (if they maybe called fo) arc tcndcf 
mercies. ' Far from infpiring gloom and me* 
lancholy, or rendering our exiftence imcom-* 
ibrtable, they are, in /aft, the only folid foua* 
dation of true chcarfulnefsl Of all men liv* 
ing, thofe are the moft wretched and comfort*- 
\t%. who arc the flaves of their paffioas^ 
Slavery of every kind, and this above all 
others, has a natural tendency to delmfe and 
degrade the foul, and to render it abjed:, 
iXKsan> and fpiritlofs* And till (as the Goipel 

B 2 requires) 



4 SERMONL 

requires) we have refolutely emancipated our- 
felves from this wretched ftate of fpiritual fer- 
vitude^ we muft never hope for any laftlng 
peace or tranquillity of mind. Chearfiilnefs 
is the privilege of innocence and virtue. The 
vicious and impenitent have no pretenfions to 
it. They may, indeed, have tranfient gleams 
of gaiety and mirth: but thefe are far different 
from that calm, ferene, and confbmt funfhine^ 
which religious chearfiilnefs fheds over the 
foul. The fbrrows of repentance may fome- 
times caft a temporary ihade around it; but it 
foon breaks out again with redoubled fplen- 
dour. ** Heavinefs may endure for a night, 
•* but joy cometh in the morning." The flrug- 
gle vdth our depraved appetites may, perhaps, 
for a time, be painful enough ; but if we quit 
ourfelves like men, it will fbon be decided in 
our hvouT ; and then all our difficulties are at 
an end. From that moment, ** the ways of 
Religion are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 
paths are peace.'* Chriftianity excludes us 
from no rational, no harmlefs enjoyment. It 
does not fpread before us a delicious banquet, 
tbch come with a ** touch not, tafle, not, 
** handk not." All it requires is, that our fef- 

tivity 
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tivity degenerate not into intemperance; our 
amufements intodiffipation; our freedom into 
licentioufnefs. Though it bids us ** not to 
^ love the world*' extravagantly, nor " to con- 
^* form to it" criminally, yet it nowhere enjoins 
us to flee from it; but rather, after the exam- 
ple of our bleiTed Lord, to live in it, and to 
overcome it. A fallen, folitary, indolent re- 
tirement, is far from being conformable to the 
true fpirit and temper of our religion, which 
is adive, lively, and animated throughout. 
Confider its precepts, confider the example 
of thofe who taught it, and you will find 
that the predominant quality in both is an 

UNIFORM, UNREMITTED, CHEARFULNESS. 

John the Baptift, it is true, the precurfor 
and herald of the Gofpel, affumed the ap- 
pearance of aufterity and rigour. He came, 
^^ neither eating or drinking. He lived in 
**the wildernefs, had his raiment of ca- 
" mels hair, and a leathern girdle about his 
^ loins, and his meat was locufts and wild 
** honey." A very proper demeanor this for 
him, whole province it was to prepare the , 
minds of men for the Gofpel by repentance 
and felf-denial, to till and drefs the foil;^ to kill 

B3 in 



6 S E R M O N L 

in it every rank and noxious weed, to render 
it clean and pure, and moift with the tears of 
<:ontrition, fit for the reception of that good 
feed which his iUuftrious follower was in a 
fhort tip>e coming to fow in it. When he 
appeared, the fcene was changed. The Sa- 
viour of the world came (as he himfelf is 
pkafed to exprefs it) ^< eating and drinking/* 
He came with all the marks of good-^humour 
and good-will to men. He went to marriage 
feafts. The very firft miracle he worked was, 
to promote their chearfulnefs : and he mingled 
in thofe happy meetings with fo much eafe 
and freedom, with lb little alfe^ation of mo- 
rofenefs or referve, that bis enemies gave hini 
tlie name (a name which he treated with the 
moft Sovereign contempt) *< of a gluttonous 
^* maft> and a wine-bibbcr * ; ^ friend of pub-» 
^* Kcans dnd finners/' Every mark of refpeft 
and attention that was (bown him, he accepted 
with the moft engaging and graceful conde-f 
fcenfion ; nor did he even difdain the rich per- 
fume, which the liberal hand of Mary poure4 
ppon hifi^i notwithftanding the ill-timed mur- 
{nurs qi h^h more faftidious followers, Al- 

f Matth. xl icj. 
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though he himielfy by his own example^ plainly 
countenanced the praiftice of fefting at proper 
tknes^ and uf>dcr proper reftriftions, yet hd 
would not ful&r his difciples to fail while he 
was with them. The time would come, he 
told them, wii^en they would have abundant 
occafion to faft« But when the bridegroom 
was with them, they ought to know nothing 
but joy j and diat joy fhouM not be interrupted 
by unfeafonaUe feverities and anticipated for- 
rows. He reproved the hypocritical Pharifees 
for the oftentatious ^dnefs of their counte* 
nances on fuch occafions; and enjoined his 
own followers, whenever thqr did pradife an 
extraordinary abftcmioufiiefs, to preferve, even 
in the midft of their humiliations, their wonted 
neatnefe of attire and chearfulnefs of appear- 
ance. ^ The Pharifees,*' iays he, ** disfigure 
** their faces, that they may appear unto men 
** to faft : but thou, when thou fefteft, anoint 
thine head and waih thy face ^ that thou 
appear not unto men to fail, but unto thy 
Father which is in fecret : and thy Father, 
" which feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee 
'• openly*.'* His difcourfcs were of a piece 

• Matth. VI. 17. 
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8 SERMON L 

with his deportment: they werefoodiing>com-« 
fortable^ rcfrefhing. The form of words, which 
he made ufe of generally when he cured dif-* 
cafes, was, " Son, be of good chear, thy fins 
** be forgiven thee/* He was cohftantly cn-» 
deavouring to fupport the drooping fpirits of 
his difciples by the rooft encouraging cxpref- 
iions ; and when he found hinofelf at length 
obliged to explain to them the hardihips th^ 
were to undergo for his £ike, the conclufion 
was, ** In the world ye fhall have tribulation ; 
*^but be of good chear s I have overcome thflf 
** world V 

The fame fpirit diffufed itfelf to the apof-* 
-iles, evangelifts, and difciples, who maintained^ 
throughout th? whole courfe of their miniftiy, 
fL certain vigour and vivacity of mind, which 
jio calamity could deprcfs. Their writing? 
are full of exhortations ** to rejoice evermore ; 
^ to fhow mercy with chearfulnefs; to count 
<* it all joy, even when we fall into tempta- 
<* tion/' The language of the text, the Ian- 
guage of the whole Gofpel, is, <^ Rejoice in 
^f the Lord alway : and again I fayj^ Rejoice/' 
Hecce it is plain, tb&t a copftant chearfulnefs 

♦ John xvi, 3j, 

is 
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is the diftinguifliing cjiarader of the Chriftian 
religion; that it animated both the precepts 
and the condudi of thofe who taught it, and 
was confidered by them as a neceflary conco- 
mitant in the performance of every part of 
our duty* 

But the Gofpel does not flop here. It not 
only commands us to be chearful; this it might 
very eafily do ; but what is of ftill more im- 
portance, it affifts us in becoming fo ; it af- 
fords the heft and moft effedual helps toward 
obtaining that happy and fatisfied temper, that 
conftant ferenity and compofure of mind, with* 
out which all the wealth and grandeur of the 
world are infipid and worthlefs things, 

I. The lirft affiftance of this kind it gives us 
is, that conftant and enlivening employment 
which it finds for our thoughts. The human 
mind, we all know, is reftlefs and adlive ; and 
if not otherwife engaged, will turn its activity 
inward, will pr^ upon and devour itfelf, and 
become the deftroyer of its own happinefs. A 
very large proportion of the evils which prefs 
the heavieft upon ps, are purely imaginary, arc 
the creation of our own hands, and arife fi-om 
no other caufe than the having nothing elfe to 

do. 
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do, but to fit down and make ourfelves as mi- 
ferable as we poflibly can. One great means, 
therefore, of promoting chearfiilnefs is, to 
keep our thoughts conftantly and ufefully em- 
ployed. The purfuit of any important and 
worthy objedt is in itfelf enlivening. Every 
advance we make in it, is a new acccflion of 
pleafure : we feel ourfelves animated with a 
growing delight; and go on with encrcafing 
ardour and alacrity to the attainment of the 
end we have in view, A fucceffion of worldly 
pleafures and occupations may, for a time, en- 
gage our attention; but that delufion is foon 
6ver, and they leave a void behind which no- 
thing can fill up, but thofe great and noble 
purpofes of adion which the Gofpel prefents to 
©ur minds : the conqueft of our paflions ; the 
improvement of our nature; the exaltation of 
our afFeftions; the diiFqfipn of happinefs to 
every human being within our reach; the at- 
tainment of God's favour and proteftion here, 
and* of everlafting glory and happinefs here- 
after, Thefe are objedts worthy of a rational 
and immortal being; thefe will find ample em^ 
ploymcnt for all the faculties and powers of 
his mind ; and the higher his rank and abilities 
* are. 
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are, the more will his duties multiply upon 
him, and the fphere of his adtivity enlarge it- 
felf. Whoever, in fhort, engages in earneft 
in the*Chriftian warfare, whoever prefles on 
with zeal and ardour towards the mark, for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus, and ** forgetting thofe things that are be- 
** hind, reaches forth to thofe that are before/* 
will never find either his attention or his fpi- 
rits droop. He will be continually animated 
with new profpedts, elated with new acquifi- 
tions, rewarded with new triumphs, and will 
know nothing of that languor and flatnefs, that 
gloom and melancholy, which are fo apt to 
feizc upon unoccupied minds. 

II. Whoever fuffers himfelf to be brought 
under the dominion of any malignant paflion, 
envy, malice, hatred, jealoufy, or revenge, 
muft,from that mon>ent,bid adieu to peace and 
chearfiilnefs. Thefe odious tyrants are all moft 
fatal enemies to our tepofe. They throw the 
mind into a perpetual ferment and agitation; 
they harrafs it with a fucceflion of malevolent 
fentiments and vindidive defigns i they keep 
it in a conftant fever of refentment, and allow 
if no reftf The man poiTcfled by thefe wicked 

2 fpirits 



12 SERMON I. 

fpirits ** deeps not, except he has done miC^ 
** chief: his fleep is taken away, unlcfs he 
<^ caufe fome to fall*/* Every one muft fee, 
that a ftate of mind like this muil exclude all 
enjoyment of life ; muft produce a fuUen gloo- 
minefs of diipofition, which no ray of chear- 
fulnefs can penetrate or enliven. 

When, therefore, Chriftianity exhorts us to 
put away ^^ all bitternefs, wrath, anger, cla- 
mour, evil-fpeaking, and malice," it prefcribes 
one moft efFcdtual remedy againft difquietude 
and deje(3ion of mind. And when it further 
recommends, in the room of thefe paflions, 
to fubftitute fentiments of mercy, kindnefs, 
meeknefs, gentlenefs, compaflion, brotherly 
afieiflion, charity; when it commands us to 
feed the hungry, cloath the naked, vifit the 
lick, and pour oil into the wounds of the af- 
fliifted and diftrefled, it points out to us the 
moft cffe<5tual means, not only to make others 
happy, but ourfelves alfo. 

In fa<fl, true Chriftian charity, in all its ex- 
tent, is a never-failing fund of pleafure to the 
foul. The joy refulting from the diffufion of 
bleffings to all around us, is the pureft and 

•. Prov. iv. 1 6. 
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S E R MO N I. 13 

fublimeft that can enter the human mind, and 
can be conceived only by thofe who have ex- 
perienced it. Next to the conlblations of di- 
vine grace, it is the moft fovereign balm to the 
miferies of life, both in him who is the objed: 
of it, and in him who exercifes it^ and it will 
not only foothe and tranquillize a troubled ipi- 
rit, but infpire a coriftant flow of good hu- 
mour, content, and gaiety of heart. 

III. Another fource of chearfiilnefs to be 
found in the Gofpel is, that mofl comfortable 
dodtrine of a particular Providence, which is 
there fet forth in the cleared and moft une- 
quivocal terms. It is impoflible for any think- 
ing man, who fuppofcs that the world, and all 
its affairs, are under no other direction than 
that of chance and fortune, to enjoy any true 
and permanent tranquillity of mind. There 
is fuch a variety of mifcries to which human 
nature is continually expofed, and which no 
human prudence can either forefee or avert, 
that, without a firm confidence in fome pow- 
erful fuperintendent, who is both able and 
willing to protedl us, we muft live under per- 
petual apprehenfions for ourfelves and thofe 
who are moft dear to us. From this mpft 

painful 
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painful folicitude (which was, in fa(3:/ a four cc 
of endldfs uneafincfs to the Pagan world) the 
Gofjpcl efFeiSoally relieves us. It informs us^ 
that we are under the conftant guardianfhip of 
an Aloughty Friend and Protestor, who fees the 
very minuteft events, and governs the moft 
cafual; who, in theimmenfc range of creation, 
does not overlook the kaft or meancft of his 
creatures; who commands us " to take no 
^' thought for the morrow," but to caft all our 
care upon him, for this tnofi fubflantial and fa-^ 
tisfii(9:ory reafon, " becaufe hecareth for us;" 
who has declared, that, "* if we feek firft his 
kingdom and his righteoufnefs, all thole 
things (that aro really n^peiTary) IhalJ be 
added to us;" and that, in the great variety 
and feemingly difcordant mixture of human 
events, " he will make every thing work toge- 
" ther (ultimately) for good to them that lov€ 
*^ him *•" Here, now, is a firm and adequate 
foundation for enj oy ment of the prefen t moment^ 
and indifference about the next. Under the 
perfuafion that no difafter can reach us without 
his permiifion, who watches over us with an eye 
that never flumbers, and a tcndernefs which 

• Mdtth^ tI 34; I Pcu V. 7 ; Rom. m. aS.. 

nothing 
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nothing butgiiilt can withdraw from us,we can 
face thofe unknown terrors from which Pagan 
Philofophy turned away difmayed; can look 
forward, unmoved, into futurity, and contem- 
plate all the poflible contingencies that may^ 
befall us with intrepidity and unconcern; with 
the chearfulnefs of a mind at perfed eafe, rc^ 
poiing itfcif in full confidence and ferenity oa 
die great Difpofer of all hutoan events. 

IV. That future ftate of exiftence, of which 
Chriftianity firft gay^ u^ a clear and diftin^ 
view, affords a profpeA to us that cannot well 
fail to chear and enliven our hearts^ and even 
bear us up under the heavieft preiTures of af- 
fiidlion. Without this fupport, there are, it 
muft be owned, calamities fufficient to break 
the higheft fpirits, and to fubdue the firmeft 
minds. When the good and virtuous man is 
unjuftly accufed and inliumanly traduced; 
when enemies opprefs and friends defert him; 
when poverty and diftrefs con^e upon him like 
an armed man; when his favourite child, or 
his beloved companion, is fnatched from him 
by death ; when he is racked with inceflant 
-pain, or pining away with incurable difeafe ; 
when he knows, moreover, that he can have 

no 
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no reft but in the grave, and fuppo](es that 
this reft is the abfolute extindion of his being i 
no wonder that he finks into melancholy and 
defpair* But let the divine light of immorta^ 
lity break in upon him, and the gloom that 
furrounds him clears up. Let this day-ftar 
arife before him, and it will fhed a brightnefs 
over the whole fcene of his exiftence, which 
will make every thing look gay and chearful 
around him. He is no longer the fame being 
he was before. A new fet of ideas and fenti- 
ments, of hopes and expeftations, fpring up 
in his blind, and reprefcnt every thing in a 
point of view totally different from that in 

r 

which they before appeared to him. What 
he had been accuflomed to confider as infup- 
portable misfortunes, he now fees to be moft 
falutary chaftifcments. This world is no lon- 
ger his home. It is a fcene of difcipline, a 
fchool of virtue, a place of education, intended 
to fit him for appearing well in a far more il- 
luftrious flation. Under this convidion he 
goes on with alacrity and fteadinefs in the 
paths of duty, neither difcouraged by difficul- 
ties, nor deprefTed by misfortiines. He is a 
citizen of a heavenly country, towards which 

he 



lie i$ travelling : his adc6mhiodatidns on the 
f-Qad are fbnictimes, it tauft be owned^ wretched 
enough I but they dre dnly tempordry incon- 
veniences; th6y are trivial difquietudesi which 
are below his notice i for dt home he knows! 
every thing will be to his mindi The blefi* 
iings Which there await himj and oh wklch 
his heart is fixed^ infpire him with an ardour 
Jind alacrity that Carry him through every ob-« 
ftacle* *Evdn under thd moil calamitous cir- 
cumftances, he fupports himfetf with this re J 
flexioiii mdtt pregnant with good fenfe arid fo- 
lid Comfort, than all the vaft volumes of ari-^ 
cient Philofophy or modem Infidelity^ that 
*' thefe light affliftions, which ire biit for a 
** moment, fhall work for him (if he bearS 
them with Chriftian patience) ** a far mord 
" exceeding and eternal weight of glory***' 

V. There remains ftill another ground of joy 
{)eCuliar to the Gofpel; and that is, the corifola-* 
tion and iffiftancJe Of the Holy Ghoft. It is d 
circumftance of wonderful beauty and Utility irt 
4h6 Chriftian difpenfation> that ontt of thofe 
three divine perfons, who each bore their (hard 
m thegreatwork of our red6mptioft,e<ihdefeend* 

^ 1 Cor. iv; 17; , / 

Vet*!!* C to 
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to contribute alfo to our prtf^nt traffquilKty; t«| 
d>ide vriih us here confkntly upon ^eiar^ i t0[ 
aflume the endearing name, and perforin th# 
truly benevolent office,of a Comfort eh, Uii- 
der this charadier and title, the Holy Spirit was 
promi&d to the apoftles by- Our Saviour, in his 
laft a£Feding addrej^ to ^nan, ki oider to ^r 
viate dieir grief for his approaching departure. 
This promifc wai moft pund:uaUy and amply 
fulfilfed on the day of Pentecoft; and from that 
tibae v^re fee the influence of this heavenly Pa-* 
raclete moft eminently difplayed in that afto- 
niftiing and almoft inftantaneous tum which it 
gave to the fentimcnts> the language, and the 
conduct of the apoftlcs. From being timo- 
rous, d^efbed, and perplexed, fhocked at tht 
^nominious end of their Lord, afraid to tippear 
in public, dubious, hefitating, and indeciiive ; 
on 41 fudden they become courageous, un- 
daunted, chearftd. They op&Ay avow, and 
boldly preadhbthat once ofie^ifive dodrinc of a 
crucified Saviour. Th^ profefs thetnfelves 
his difeipks : thdy cafl upon all mtn to be* 
lifevfe ift hkn J and fet before them, with all thd 
powers of the moft mafcidine eloqtK»ice^ 'the 
evidences and the dodtrines,. of the Chriftian 

> I faith. 
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^h. No domjildmts from that time-; lio de- 
jcftldn of i^iiits ; no difcontent. Though they^ 
were perfecuted, afflidled, tctiriefttetlt, yet it wa§ 
all joy, and triumph, and exultation of heart', 
** We kffe troubled," fays St. PaiHi ^*'dn every 

» 

!Me, yit not diftrcfied 5 we ^re perplemli 
tdt Tiot in deipaiiri as dyings and behold 
** ivie live; as dhaftenfedi^ but not killed; a$ 
** fotfovirful, yet altvay rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
** iii&kbg mdny rich ; ais having nothing, and 
^^ yet pdfie'ffing all tMngs; iind though b'lit 
^ oiitWard mail perifti, yet our inWard man ii 
" Ttntilf^ day b^ dayf." EVen St. Pbter 
hiiiiieff, he whd had the Weakilefs to deny hi^ 
Htiffed Mafter in the extreniity of his diftrefs; 
fcvcn hfej after tfk^ defceilt of the Holy Ghdft, 
Was ihc very firft to rife up in his tliefence, 
fed M a 16rig and fpiritted fpcech tb vindicate 
lt& pretenSons> and aflert the trulfi of fats t}6c- 
trffifeJB; Irhe f^e alacrity ahcl joyMat^ fj^caci 
itfdf to all the cohVerts. " iFbr thby tl^at 
* beliteved Wehi to^gether, arid had aH things 
^^ 'commbiiiahd foH their pbfleffions and goods-, 
" and parted them to all men, as every man 
•' had needs and continuing daily with one 

f 2 Cor. iv. i6, 

C 2 ^* accord 
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*^ accord in the tcmple» did eat their meat 
** with gladnefs and finglenefs of heart, praif-^ 
** ing God, and having favour with all the 
« people*," 

Such were the chearfiil fcenes which the 
iirft dawn of the Gofpcl, and the firft appcar-i 
ance of the Comforter, prefcnt tp us: and al^ 
though thefe were, indeed, preternatural ef-» 
fedts, arifing from fuch extraordinary effufions 
of the Spirit, as were peculiar to thqf^ times, 
and not to be expected in our own ; yet, in 
fome degree,^ hi$ facred influence will ftill ren 
main ; and to every one that is worthy of his 
confolations, he will ftill be a Conaforterv 
We are affured by the heft authority, *« that 
<^ he will abide with us for ever \ that he will 

** dwell with us ; that he will be with u5 
*' always to the end of the world i that the 
*' fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace ; that 
♦Vthe kingdom of God is righteoufnefe, peace^ 
f* and joy in the Holy Ghoftf/' If, there^ 
fore, we conilantly and devoutly pray for his 
4ivine ailiflance j if we do npt grieve hiw by 

• Afts ii. 46,' 47, 

+ John xiv. 16; Rom. viil 9; Matth, xxviii, 20; Gal. v, 

t%\ Rom. xiv. 17. • 
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• ' ' ' 

^ny Snful thoughts ind aSions j if wc endea- 
tour, by the moft unbltmiflicd purity of mind 
^d (anftity of lik, to render ourfelvcs fit 
temples for him to inhabit; we may depend 
Upon it that he wiH b^ our guide dnd compa- 
nion, ^Ur comfbrt and fupport; will, in temp- 
tation, give us fortitude, in affliftion patience^ 
in profperity thankfiilnefe, in poverty con- 
tent; will, in eve*ry condition find circum^- 

• * 

ftanceiof life, impart to us that Peace of 
GoDj that hear tfdt joy and iatisfed:ion, which 
pafies all underftanding ^nd all defcripfion. 

J^efore I conclude-, I muft htg your atten- 
tion tb one fliort> but, as I conc?eiye, impor- 
tant obfervation, . f efulting from the foregoing 
difoourfii 

We fof this kingdofti have been repeatedly 
ttigmatized by the other nations of Europe as 
a melancholy, dejedled, gloomy people. The 
charge, I fear, is upon the whole but too 
well founded; and the proofs too vifible, and 
fometimes too dreadful to be evaded or de« 
nied. It behoves^ us therefore^ furely, to eri-^ 
^uire a little into the true caufes of this na- 
tional malady ; and to confider , whether one 
^f tkeie caufes may not be a contemptuous 

C 3 diliregard. 



I 



?* SERMON :% 

^t moft-^re, ai^d My^ and, enlivening J^c-i 
ligion, whigh contains the o^ly true r,cpipdj^ 
for our difeafe. Inftead of this, we have too 
conunonly reoonrfe to a very difFerent modf) 
of reliefi to thofe pernicious cordials of vx^^ 
boundedple^fare anji endlefs diflip^ition* w^c^i 
though like^ pther cordiale, they may raile^ou^ 
fpirits/or the ij^pqient> yet afterwards fiink ^^ 
deprefs them hf yond recoyeryj^ and l^ve thp 
unhappy patieijt infinitelj^ mor^e in diftrcftaj^d 
dapger than they found him. If thi? 1^ tho^cji^ 
\ye know what we have to do. We mu^: fly 
to a totally oppofite re^gimen; to that purity 
of mind,^ that fandtity of manners^ that {filf-* 
government, that moral dilcipline, th^t mp- 
defty of defire, thftt difcreet and tempe^^tc 
enjoyment of the worldj_ that exalted piety,, 
that active benevolence, that truft in Provi- 
dence, thjit exhilarating hop? of immorta^ijly, 
wWch the. do<ftrine.s and the precept? of th& 
Gofpel fp powcrfi^Uy imprefs upon our fqujs^ 
and whifh, ap vge h^v^ fQ^n, afe the beft an4 
mpft ppwQrful preferv^ti v^ ag^ofl^ll deprefgpi^ 
of fpirits; It if h?rej in fhort, if any yN\^^% 
true, chfiswfuljiei^ ii to be fpwdt Tft tkpff;» 

indeed. 
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indeed, who have been long diflblved in lux- 
ury and gaiety, that moderation in all things 
which ChrifHanity prefcribes, may, at firft, 
appear a harfh and painful reftraint ; but a 
little time, and a little perfeverance, will ren- 
der it as delightfiil,as it is confefledly falutary. 
Be prevailed on then, for once, to give it a 
fair trial ; and accept, with all thankfulnefs, 
that moft gracious invitation of our blefled 
Redeemer, " Come unto me all ye that travel 
** and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
'* reft. Take my yoke upon you, and learn, 
" of me, and ye fhall find reft unto your fouls. 
•* For my yoke is eafy, and my burthen is 
^ « light*.'' ' 



* Matth. 30. 28— 30t 



C4 SERMON 






^ i 



< • . « k 



( 25 ) c: 



SERMON II, 



I Cor. L 20. 

WHERE IS THE WISE ? WHERE IS THE 
SCRI9E ? WHERE. IS THE OISPUTER 09 
THIS WORLD ? . HATH NOT GOD MADE 
FOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD? 

* 

THBifubjeft on which St. Paul is (peak* 
ing in this chapter, and which drew 
imn. huQ the exclamation in the text, is the 
do<fhine of the Crofs ; that is, the atonement 
made for the fins of mankind by the cruci- 
fixioQ of our blefied Lord. This is a topic 
on which he always fpeaks with an air of pe« 
culiar tiiumph and exultation: and in this 
chapter more efpeciaUy, he enlarges uppn it 
With pnvfual ftrength of argument and elor 
AueqcOf Hp was not ignorant that this doc- 
trine gave the utmpft offence both to the Jew 

ai\d 
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and to, the Greek : but notwifhftanding this, 
he afierts, ** that it was the power of God 
" unto falvation */' He was no ftranger to 
the nurql^prlefs p^eQ^oi^ ?na^ tp, i^ by the 
profound reafoners and the fafhionabfe philo- 
fophers of the age, who are here diftinguifhed 
by the appellation of the wife, the fcribe, the 
difputer of this yi(orl4; ^f^t th^eir wifdom, their 
learning, their Ikill in difputation, had no 
WiCiight witk him. Mei oon^bdoxed thek kite 
^fi^iia amfa fahtiitaeB ^siutt£rijii!mwt)fiti]^.Q&his 
fiotiCBk. ' die affirmed, that theis baaftcd ici- 
encs&iaiid emditioEi^ nfl^m: had been,jievAroauld 
be, of the leaft ufe to mankind, in leading 
4]ic«[ toitlw knawfadge iwid:piaaice.cif fu<r 
Hffligi^.^ ;V ^adad thai) tH# wojrid b]g twifdAm, 
(by J^Qi^j Mri£(ibm asv thsjii pafie£id)i:Mkii0W 
^^laofc GtMir/^ v^homs, . wiuil? i^(y catted: jIm 

jkp3LtMng the great\dQ£tbirie^ of ^B»dfampcn]^ 
hz(^ aheadjt:^ enitightenqd :1^^ mmds^ ind^ kb^ 
fbfmed thet hearts. o£ a-pradagtopsiintnbdKiiof 
pd^d^ a^tiius^ madfic^ it»0|)j9i the wifdti|B^bf 
^ this worldV* had flieWQ^'th^ i¥«kii€lft jftid 
tin^tenceio£wo]^dfy;wlfid[i&mi,wheA cottspawejd 
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with the rapi4 and aftpmihii)^ effk^^ -j^o- 
4up^d by the fo much derided do^ioe of R?- 
deiipj^n. Tranfported with thefe ideas, th^ 
^apoftle breaks out intq thefublime app|lrpphQ 
ofthe text: ** Where is the fcribe? wheiR i§ 
<< the wife ? where is the difputqr of thi§ 
*^world? Hath not God made foolish, the 
^ wifdom of this world ?'* 

Since the time of this great Jipoftle> his 
argument, drawn from the inefficacy of Rab- 
binic^ learning and Gen)tile,philQfoph}^,^. qpm:» 
p^d with the cpnfequences of the Chrifliai\ 
revelation, has acquired additional force by 
^ propagation of the, latter^ and the refor- 
jgxafipn wrougirt by it through a large part 
qf the world, and. the light diffufed by it intq 
ikocft every othp: part; whi)ft the wife and 
th^ dffgujters of this. worJd. ha\ce never been 
able: to* work any confiderable change in the 
4tfp9<^tipns and manners of a, fiugle city, or 
even a fingle village, throughout the earth* 
Ye^ notwithftanding this, apparent fuperiority, 
ib^rfi, ^ npt wanting p^£bm who are fiill of 
pbje^k^o^? to tiiet Cofpel of Chrift ; and efpe- 
i^ly to th^t coital ai^4 fundament article 
of it, of whidi we have been fpoafcing, ti^e 

do^me of atonement by the death of Chrift. 

If 
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If (faf thefe difpilters) it was God's pltf-^ 
ptft to refcUe mankind from the dominion 
arid the puniflimetlt of fin, what meed was 
there of fo hiahy ft range expcdietits, and 
iuch a l6hg courfe of laborious- and tin- 
eSifth arrangements, for th^ accomplifhment 
6f thi's deligrt? What neceflity was there^ 
thdt ho lefs a perfon'than the Son of God 
hifnfelf, flloUld bb ferit from Heaven to this 
idWcr v^orld to take lipoii him our flcfli * thai 
hk Vfefy birth fhould be a contradiction to the 
tcJrtimon courfe of nature; that he fliouMbe 
allied to tiifean and indigent parents^ live fof 
filiny years an tDbfciire life, then go about 
J5'reaching a new Religibn;> full indeed fof cX* 
fcdlettt prfecepts, 'but abcTuhding alfo with 
ftiyfterious, and unintelligible, and feemingly 
Ufelefs dotSrines i that he fhould go through 
ia loiig feries of indignities and fufferihgS) 
*vhich he might cafily have avoided^ fhould 
at length fubmit to a moft painftil and- igno* 
minious death j fhould afterwards rife from 
the griave, afcend into Heaven> there fit down 
at the right hand of God, and then fend ano- 
ther tlivinc perfon, called the Holy Ghoft, to 
Ifinifh what be had left undone ? . 

What 
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Whatneceffity,it is afked, could there poflibly 
be for fuch a complicated piece of tnechanifm 
as this ; for fuch a multiplicity of inftruments, 
and fuch a variety of contrivances, as are here 
(ct in motion, to effedt one fingle, and, to all ap- 
pearance, very eafy purpofe, the pardon of a few 
wretched .criminals ? Why could not God have 
done this at once, by one dccifive and gracious 
exertion of mercy and of power; by publifliing, 
for inftance, an aft of general indemnity and 
oblivion for paft offences, ojj condition of iin- 
cere repentance and amendment of life ? Is not 
this a plains fimple, and natural manner of pro- 
ceeding, and far more worthy of the wifdom 
and the majefty of the Supreme Being, than 
that intricate, operofe, and. circuitous kind of 
procefs in the work of our Redemption, which 
the Gofpel afcribes to him ? 

In anfwer to all thefe fpccious cavils, it 
fnight be fufficient to fay, " Who art thou, O 
" nian, that replieft againft God ?" Shall the 
fmner that is faved, fay to him that redeemed 
him. Why haft thou redeemed me thus ? *' As 
** well might the thing formed, fay to him that 
** formed it, Why haft thou made me thus* ?" 
Objedlions of fuch a nature, and froni fuch a 

* Rom. ix. ao. 

C 7 quarter. 
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quarter, prove nothing more, than that man is 
as prefumptuous as he is ignorant and weak. 

That the method which God made ufe of to 
redeem man by the death of Chrift, is very dif- 
ferent from that which a modern Philofopher 
would have made ufe of, may be very fafely 
admitted, without in the leaft impeaching either 
the propriety or the wifdom of that method. 
That God's proceedings are always infinitely 
wife, is moft certain ; but he does not conduiSl 
himfelf on the principles of mere human wif- 
dom, " His ways are not as our ways, 
** nor his thoughts as our thoughts." It 
is not always in man to perceive the fitnefs 
of thofe means which God makes ufe of to 
obtain his ends ; though there can be no doubt 
but they are the fitteft that could have been 
imagined. Who could have fuppofed, that 
the way to exalt Jofeph to the higheft pinna- 
cle of worldly grandeur and prbfperity, was to 
fell him as a flavc to a company of travel- 
ling Ifhmaelites * ? What apparent proba- 
bility was there, that Goliah, the great cham- 

• In this, and perhaps one or two other places, a few remaHcs from 
etoer authors have, I believe, (in thecourfe of my reading many years 
»go) infcn/ibly mingled themfdves with my own. But who thofe au- 
t^iOfS wcrt, I cannot at this dift^mce of time diftuiAly recoUcft. 

pion 



©f ^ fttipling^ (lAdfed t& arrtis^ aiid:furaiflled 

oftjy wkh a ftone aiad i fling ? :Hc)windigharifr 

Was the mi^ht^ Syrian^ NiaamaiJt whea^ic wast 

toMr, Aat, in onler to he etfred of hid kpirofyv 

he muft wafli liMnfetf feyen tfertes ih Joi-dan h 

He tepeCfeed fomething very dMfeSrcnt freax 

this, ** ficfeoW, I thought/' &ys he, ^* that 

** the Man of God wiH intely rome cwt ta 

^^ me, and ikhd arid call on the liame of the. 

^' Ldrd Ilk Go^ ^mi ilrike bifi hadd over 

^.* tb^.pkcci, aiidf^eo^er thi kj^. Are not 

*/ Ahtina ^Srtd PhiaqAari ti'vieps ,o£ Damafetis^ 

^* better thftn aijlidje Waters of lirajel ? IVft^ 

** I not waih in them, and be ,olctin* ?^' 8a 

reafoned this wife man; and fb would any 

olher Wife mah of naoderh tiihe6 Imve reifonfed 

bri Ihfe bccifion. But it pfdVed iii this, as if 

will in every other inftance, " the fooliflinefii 

«* of G*l Was Wifer tham menj tod the Weak*-' 

** ne^ of IGod was ftroiigi^r than taen f /^ Ha' 

jvafhed in Jordan^ and was clean, 

- Nayj eve* in the ofrdinaxy coarfc of God'^ 

providence, what a number of things do t^e 

lee conduced in^ a manner totally diiFerebt 

• » '• 

\ >>\ from 
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froin T^t one fliould n&turally expedt ? Td 
inilantc biily in that daily breads which is th6 
chief fupport of life* How comes it to pafsi 
tnay the difputers of this world fay ^ that fd 
fititich trouble and pains ire requifite to pro-^ 
duce fo elTehtial aft article for our fuftenance 
Sls this ? What occafion can there be> that it 
fliould go through fo tedious A procefg, fuch 
a long train of preparatory operations^ before 
k becomes lit for ufc ? How ftrange docs it 
ieemj that the grain, which is to be our food^ 
&ould firfl of all be buried in ^he ground i 
there remain for fome time inviiible and ufe-^^ 
iefsi and apparently dead § ; then fpring forth 
with frefh life^ and in a new form j arrive, hy 

4 Jfpmremy dtud* The facred writers fay* thit die gi^ 
adiially dies*! and Voltaire, in YkU^uiftiont fur PEncjclopidieXi 
iriimiphs not a little in this fnppofed error. But a much 
better phyfiologift than Mr. Voltaire (I mean Mr. Sonet» of 
(3eiieva) affirms^ that the portion may be jnftified as philai 
fopkieally true. The ixt&ior Hittgument if the grain does moft 
certainly corrupt alnd die. It is the germ Only, or principle of 
fegetation, which remains and lives. <* L'Enirelc^pe dn gttui 
** ^itnii & de fon iaterieur ibrt ttnl^ |i]ante bien differente de 
^^ cctte envelo]^pt." 

EJai AnalytiqtUi t^c. par Mr. £onet, 6f Bihliothiqui 
Jti Sciintis^iyy i4 Prtm. pan. p. }\^^ . 

flew 
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flow degrees, to a ftate of maturity, and af- 
terwards employ a prodigious number of 
hands; undergo a great variety of changes, 
and aiTume many different appearances, before 
it can be manufad:ured into that folid fub- 
fiance, which affords fo much flrength and 
nourifhment to man ? Might not Providence 
have obtained the fame end by much more 
obvious and expeditious means ? Might not 
our daily bread be rained down upon us at 
oiice from Heaven, like the manna of the 
Ifraclites ; or be made to vegetate on trees, 
as is the cafe in fome parts of the fouthern 
hemifphere, where nature has left no other 
trouble to man but to gather his bread and 
eat it, whilfl we are forced to labour after it 
through innumerable difHculties and delays ? 
Thefe queflions are jufl as modefl and as pro- 
per as thofe we are apt to afk concerning the 
mode pf our Redemption, And as we find 
that Providence has not thought fit to hu-i 
mour our prejudices, and conform to our 
ideas, in the one cafe; why Should we exped: 
it in the other? We may, in both cafes, 
with equal truth and juflice, fay, " Where is 
**the wife? where is the fcribe? where is 
Vol. II. D '' the 
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<* thfe difputer of this world ? Hatli not God 
^.made foolifh the wifdom of this worfd * f '* 

l^ut let us de&end a little more to parti-^ 
cukrs. 

We are told^ that, to fave mankind from 
the punifhrnent due to their fins, the promuU 
gation of a free pardon, on the part of God^ 
would have been fully fufficient* 

Let us fuppoie then for a mcHnent> that 
l^is had adually been the cafe« Let us fap^ 
po&, that the Son of God, or fome other di- 
yIoc mciSenger^ had been fent on earth merely 
to tell mankind^ that they need be undec no 
a|^)rehenfion8 about the confequences of ihaz 
Ans, for that - Aey would all be freely for^ 
given; and that, provided diey bdiaved tetter 
for the future, they would be received into 
the favour of Cod, and rewarded with ever* 
hMn^ life. What do you think muft have 
been the confequence of fuch a general un^ 
qualified zd: of grace and indemnity as this I 
Would it not have given the world reafon to 
imagine, that God was regardkfs of the con-- 
tiu£fc of his creatures, and that there was liti« 
lie or no danger in tranfgreffing his laws i 

• I Cprinth. i. 20. 

X Would 
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"'^ould not this ^afiijefs ef difpofition, thfe 
fac^ty in paxdomng, have given men enceuT 
T^gMQ^nt to coQtiiiue in their iQjis^ €f, at 
leaft, to have retorned in a fhort time to 
their favourite and long-indulged hatnts^ in a 
cert^n expedtation of n^eting with ^« fenM 
l^tie treatment ^^ich they had already ex- 
perienced ? And does not every one foe, 4hat 
this would have quickly extinguished all the 
litde remains of virtue that were left in the 
world i There was, indeed, t aHow, feme 
ground to hope, th^ a God of inHnke mercy 
and goodnefs would find out ^/Si^ means of 
iaving a guilty world from deftRwftion* But 
no man of common fenfe could imagine, that 
he wi^ld 4o this ki fuch a manner as (houH 

be inc^afiftent with his other attributes ; thofc 

♦ 

attributes, which are as eflential to his nature 
as his goodnefs and his mercy ; I mean, his 
}u&ice, his wifdom, his authority, as the 
moral governor ci the univerfe. All thefe 
taoB: have been ffaaken to their very fbamda- 
tion, had he pardoned mankind without fom^ 
iatisfadtion made to him for their diibber 
i^ence; without fbme mark of his abhorrence 
ilampr upon guilt 5 ^dthout ibmc public ex- 

Da ercife 
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ercjfe of his coercive power, which might 
prevent thcfinner from flattering himfelf> that 
he might go on tranigrefling with impunity, 
and might fafely prefume on the mercy of 
God, even in prejudice to the great ends of 
his moral government. 

But repentance, you fay, would of itfelf 
have anfwered all thefe purpofes ; would have 
been a fufficient atonement for paft offences, 
a fufficient fatisfadtion to Gdd*s juftice, and 
a fufficient fecurity to the finner againft the 
future cffedls of God's difpleafure. 

Admitting all this for a moment to he true» 
there is flill another queftion of Ibme impor- 
tance to be afked arid anfwered, and which 
yet is commonly quite left out of the account. 
What reafon have you to think, that had 
Chrift done nothing more than offered to the 
Heathen world a free pardon of their fins, on 
condition of repentance, they would have ac- 
cepted and performed that condition ; in other 
words, that, without fome fignal indication of 
God's abhorrence of fin, to ftrike their ima- 
ginatiop, to affedt their hearts, androufe their 
confciences to a jufl fenfe of their guilt, they 

would ever have repented at all ? 

Confidcr 
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Confidcr only for a moment what the con- 
dition of mankind was, when our Lord made 
his appearance on earth. Their corruption 
and profligacy had grown to fo enormous an 
height, and ran out into fuch a variety of 
horrible vices, as even in thefe degenerate 
days would appear fhocking and portentous; 
They were^ as St. Paul aflures us, in a letter 
addrelTed to thofe very Romans of whom he 
is fpeaking, "they were filled with all un- 
** righteoufnefs, fornication, wickednefs, co- 
^* vetoufnefs, malicioufnefs; full of envy, mur- 
'* der, debate, deceit, malignity; whifperers, 
" backbiters, haters of God, defpiteful, proud, 
'* boafters, inventers of evil things, difobe- 
*' dicnt to parents, without underftanding, co- 
*' venant breakers, without natural aflfedion, 
** implacable, unmerciful*." 

What now do you think of fuch a race of 
monfters. as thefe ? Do you think it poffibk, 
that mere exhortation alone, or even the moft 
awful denunciations of punifhment, would ever 
have brought fuch mifcreants as thefe to real 
repentance and vital reformation ? What little 
probability there was of this, you will judge 

• Roou i. 29, 3p, .31. 

D 3 from 
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£rom wiiat St< Paul further teUs yoa in the 
&me epifUey that they not only did Ufefe 
^ngs themfekeSy but took ^^ pleafure in thdit 
** that did them J." They wer< delighted td fee 
thek friends^ dieir aeigbbours, and even theii* 
own children^ grow every di^ mort proffigstt^ 
jSiFound them* " Thiey became vain in their 
^'imaginations^ and their foolidi heart vira^ 
** darkened *4'* ** They Were alienated from 
** the life of Godj through the ignorahce that 
*• was in them^ beeaufe of the blindneft of 
their heart; they Were paft feelings and 
gave themfelves over untt) lafeivioufnefe, ta 
work all uncleannefs with grecdinefe-f/* 
This fliews/that the number and the g#offhef$ 
dF their crimes had efiaced all their ideas of 
guilt, and " had feared their CQhfeiencea with 
" a hot iron§/' Add to this, that their phj^ 
lefophers dnd their prieftsj who ought to have 
rcitrained their vice*, did theinfelves, by thckr 
Own example, enqourage them in fome of their 
worft* Many parts even of their religious 
tvprlhip, inflead of purifying and refornaing, 
tended to coitupt and dcbafc their hc^rt^ with 

X Roifl, L 32, * • Ron. i. 21. f Eph, iy. 18, 19,^ 

J I TilDf >f • i. 
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the groflfeft fenfualitics ; and the very ^ods 
whom they adored Were rcplrefented n ^mky 
4)f crimes top (hocking to be fpecified^ but 
which all who fought their fiivour woidd cer- 
tainly take care to hnitate*. You ifec then 
what little proTpei^t there was^ that men uiidcr 
foch circumftinces fliouUcjvcr beprerail^ij^d, 
by a mere preacher of righteoufnefs (even 
though fent from the realms^ and endued with 
the eloquence, of Heaven), to repent andre^ 
form. Before they could do either, they muft 
be fcnfiWe that they were adling wrong. But 
they, on the contrary, thought themfelves right* 
They not only afted wickedly, but adted fo on 
principle. Their moral {cnfc was inverted. 
** The Hg^t that was in them Was beccMne 
** darknefs*" They had no check within to 
ftop their mad career of wickednefe ; afnd every 
thing without, every thing that ought to have 
taught them a better leflbn, their philofophers, 
their priefts, their religion, their worihip, 
their gods themfelves, all contributed to con- 
firm and ftrengthen them in their corrupt 
pradiccs, and to bar up every avenw to re- 
fcrmation. 

^ Ego homuncio hoc non facerem ? See tHe wMc pafiagc 
fer^nx, ^un. iii. v, 43. 

P4 I' 
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It is therefore evident, that, without fcanc 
awakening call, ibme flriking, and aftonifhing, 
and extraordinary event, (like that of the 
crucifixion of Chrift) to afFeft the hearts 
and alarm the fears of the ancient Pagans, 
and to 'imprefs them with a ftrong fenfc of 
God's extreme indignation againft fin, it was 
morally impofllble they could ever have been 
brought to a ferious, effectual, and permanent 
amendment of heart and life -f-. 

It is in vain then to talk of the great efii- 
cacy of repentance in averting the anger of 
the Almighty, and atoning for paft oflfences. 
You ought firft to fettle the previous quefUon, 
whether, if this bad been all the expiation 
required, there would have been any repenting 
iinners in the world to have tried the expe- 
riment ? 

f It is a lingular circamftance» which I have from unquef- 
tionable authority, and which tends very much to fhow the 
))Owerfal influence of a crucified Redeemer, that in almoft 
evtry part of the world, from Greenland to the Weft-Indja 
iflands, thofe Heathens that have been profelyted to Chriftianity 
were principally and moft cffedually wrought upon by the hiif- 
tory of our Saviour's fufferings, as recorded in the GofpeL 
When thcfe were forcibly ftated, and repeatedly impreiTed on 
their minds, they fcarcc ever failed to produce in them both 4 
fively faith and a virtuous life. 

JBut 
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But to grant all this power of expiation tm 
repentance, is granting a great deal more than 
truth will warrant. 

For from whence do you learn, that repen- 
tance alone will obliterate the ilains of paft 
guilt ; will undo every thing you have dont 
amifsi will reinijbate you in the ^our of God; 
will make ample fatisia£tion to his infulted 
juftice; ajod fecure refpedt and obedience t6 
his authority, as the moral governor of the 
world? 

• ; 

Do Ae Scriptures teach you rius? No* 
They plainly tell you, that *5 without th^ 
f* fhedding of blood there is no remiffion of 
." fins*/' But, perhaps, you coiled it from 
the very nature of the thing itfelf Confider 
then what, repcrjtance is. It is nothing more 
than forrow for what we have done amifs, 
and a refolution not to do it again. 

But can this annihilate what is paft ? Moft 
alTuredly it has no fuch power. Our former 
tranfgreflions ftill remain uncancelled. They 

gre recorded in the books of Heaven ; and it 

« . •. ,' • 

js not our future good deeds alone that can 
^ipe them out. They can only anfwer for 



f Heh, ix. 22, 
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them&tye^^ (if ^xy can do that) : th^ bave 
no fuporabund^t or rcitofpt&ivc merit to 
fpare, as a cover to paft offences* We ixiay 
a^ well affirm^ fajrs a learned timhe^ that 
^ our fortnel- obedience atond^ for oat piefent 
^^ fijQSy, as diat pnr prefent cbedidnce makes 
f' aiAeteds for intteedent trftiifgrefUdns/' 

If 3r6u think this dod&rifie harih and nnna* 
taral,. fee i^itiicr jrcnir own daily .experience, 
M^e£ber the ordiliary^ conrfe of human affairs, 
will teach you a different leflbn. 

Look around you, and obfciVe ^hat is 
paffing ei^ry fticttnfcsnt before your eyes. You 
fee meir frequcntiy dcftroyhig by fonfuality, 
by ftiterafjcrancc^ by every acSk of profligacy, 
their health, th^r fortune, their character, 
their happinefs hire aid hereafter- You fee 
theitt^ pcAaps, aftenvards mcaft heartily forry 
for what they have dcMie ^ fincercly repent- 
Jtig of their wicfcednefs; refdving for the 
futere to lead a virtuous and rel^ious life, 
and periaps folfilling that rdbhition. But; 
ffce^ this always rcflx)re to them their health, 
their fortune, or thcSr good fame ? No : they 
are often gone for ever, Idft beywad rcdeoiption, 
notwithftanding their utmoft efforts to recover 

them. 
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them. The wretch that has cummitied a 
twarder^ msty be flruck with the dajiefi: le^ 
mdrie ahd horror for his crhncy aiid may mofl: 
kricm&y determine to make every amends for 
it ih his power. Bat does this faire him from 
thd hadd of ^ufticc^ ,firam the piimfhnient jde^. 
nounced againft his offence by law ? We knotir 
that it does not. Unlefs foiiaepoweiful mediator 
or friedd interpbfe to obtain his patdoii> he ttriU 
fell by the hind of the executioner. And in a 
multitude of other inftances^ nothing but the 
generous kindnefsl of bur friends^ ind their rea* 
dinefs ta encounter great inconrenience, ex-^ 
penee^ trouble, and mifery, for our fakes, can ' 
avert the fatal confequcnces which our indif* 
cretions^ follies, and vices would> in fpite of 
the fincereft repentance and reiibcarie^ infallibly 
bring upon us *. Since then, liocwidiftand* 

ing 

* It is r^markaHe^ that obr Lord Himfrtf cooiparfes hb ifu 
terpoii:ioa to fave us from ruin to the generous interferen<;c 
of a man to refcite Eis friend from deftruAiori. " Greater 
** love hath no man than tktSi that a man hy ddwft his life 
«f fbr his/rievi/s § *,'* tfadinf, evidently > to this inftanccof hU 
love foF us# Thisi perhaps, might fuggeil the idea of that 
holite pnnciple of analogy, by which Bifhop Butler has fo ad- 
inirablv illuftrated, and fo unanswerably defended, the great 
Scriptural doSrinc of our Redemption, by Chrift interfering 

^ John xy» 13. 
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ing the merqr and the goodnefs of God, repen- 
tance does not prevent the natural penal con« 
fequences of our crimes in this world ; what 
rcaibn is there to think, that it will avert the 
vengeance due to them in the next, which is 
Under the government of the fame Almighty 

Being? 

That it is incapable of producing this ef- 
ft&, will appear further from the confideration 
that the fincereft repentance and reformation 
muft neceflarily be in fome degree imperfeft, 
mixed with failings, and fubje£t to occafional 
relapfes ; and therefore, inftead of atoning for 
paft tranfgreffions, muft themfelves ftand in 
need of indulgence and forgivenefs. If re- 
pentance placed us in a ftate of moral per- 
fection and tmfinning obedience, there might 
be fome. pretence, perhaps, for afcribing to it 
a confiderable degree of expiatory virtue. 
But let the trueft and devouteft penitent look 
impartially into his own heart, and then leJt 
him feirly fay, whether this is actually the 
cafe. Has he fo completely wafhed his 
hands in innocency, and purified his foul from 

MJ a friend in our behalf^ and volontarjlv fubftituun^ himf^lf 
for OS on the crofs, 

fin, 
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fin, that hot a fingle evil propenfity remains 
within him ? Has he entirely fubdued every 
inveterate habit, every inordinate paffion, every 
fin that did moil eafily befet him ? Is it all 
calminefs, coriipofure, peace and order within ? 
Is all rancour and malice laid afleep in his 
breaft ? Cai) he fwgive the grofifeft infultSj, 
the cruelleft calumnies, and the moft unpro- 
voked injuries ? Do his thoughts never wan- 
der beyond the limits of (duty, nor his eye de- 
light to dwell on improper objeds ? Are his 
a£Fe^ioBS detached from this world, and fixed 
entirely on things above ? Does his heart 
glow with unbounded love towards his neigh- 
bour, and is it touched with the hallowed 
flame of piety and devotion towacrds his 
Maker ? When he can truly fay, that this is a 
genuine pidture of his foul, he may then, if he 
thinks fit, rejeft a crucified Redeemer. But 
till then, he will do well not to lean too con- 
fidently on repentance as his only fl:ay. 

If then neither Scripture nor experience 
teach us, that repentance alone will avail for 
our pardon from God, does the light of na- 
ture aflure us that it will ? To know what 
are the genuine dictates of nature, you muft 

not 
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not look for them in a land enlightened by 
I^evteiation ; yoi| raaft go back to thofe ages^ 
and thofe covintries^ where nature was^ indeed^ 
the only guide that men had to dire<% their ways. 
And what was then their opinion of the efficacy 
of repentance ? Did the antient Pagans enter- 
tain fuch high notions of it^ as fome theolo- 
gians, in the prefent times, feem to have taken 
up ? By no means : we fcarcc ever hear 
them talkmg of repentance. When they had 
ofiended their gods, they thought of nothing 
but oblations, expiations, luftrations, and am« 
mal facrifices* Thefe wer9 the exp^ients 
to which they always had recourfe to regaia^ 
Ae forfeited favour of their deities. This 
univerfai practice of JhedSng blood to obtam 
the pardon of guilt, moft clearly fliows what 
the comtooB apprehenfions of mankind wefg 
on this fubje<3:, when under the ible dire^ion 
oi their own underftanding : it (hows, they 
thought that fomething elfe was neceflaiy, bc- 
fides their own repentance and reformation, 
to appeafe the anger of their gods. Th^ 
thought that, . after all they could do for 
tbemfelves, fomething muft be done or fuf- 
fered by fome other being, before they could- 

Be 
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be reftoiied to the condition they wDoidhate 
been in if they had never forfeited their inno*^ 
cence. Nay, fome of the grcateft, and wifeft^ 
and befl amoagft them^ declared, in exprefk 
teims, *^ that there was w^intmg Jome tauvirfal 
*^ metAoJ qf de/hermg merCsJbulsy which no feA 
** of fhilofophy had ever yet found out */* 

^his unhjerfal method ofdeJpvering mn^s fouls ^ 
(a( it is here mod properly and moil empha- 
tically called) was at length made known t6 
mankind by ttie Chriftian Revt^ktion y and k 
16 diftt very dodrine of Redemption which 
we have^beeii here confidering. Oar bleiled 
Lord was himfelf the great, the ^ll-atoning 
vi<Sim, ofifered up Ibr the whole world upon 
the crofs. " For our tranfgreflions h^ was 
^ fmitten, and on him the Lord hath laid the 
*' iniquity of us al} 'fr." " He bore our fins in 
his own body oi> th? tree, that we being 
dead to fin fhould live unto righteoufnefs %y 
He was, in fhort, the very Pafchai Lamb, 
which was flain for us from the foundation of 
the woHd. He was the gxeat univerfal Sacri-. 
jice, to which all the prophets, from the fall 

^ ^or^ifrf^ ss qaotcd by Auftin do Cirkate Del. 1. lo* 
f Ifaiah Uii. 5» 6. % i Peter ii. 24. 
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of Adam to the birth of ChriftV unifbrraly di- 
rc<3:cd their views and their predi£lions> and 
of which all the facrificcs under the Jcwiih 
law were only types and emblcnis. TJfey 
were the ftiadow : Chrift was the fubftance. 
And> as the writer to the Hebrews juftly ob- 
ferves, ** if the blood of bulls and of goats^ 
*^ and the afhes of an heifer, fprinkling the 
^ unclean, fandHfied to the purifying of the 
** flefh ;*' (that is^ rcleiafed the cJfFender front 
legal uncleannefs and temporal puniihment) 
'* how much more fhall the blood of Chrift, 
^* who, through the eternal Spirit, offered 
*^ himfelf without fppt to God, purge your 
** conftjiences from dead works, to ferve the 
"living God*?'* 

This is, in a few words, the fum and fub-. 
dance of the great myfteiy of our Redemp* 
tion* That it is a myftery, a great and afto- 

♦ Hcb. ix. 13, 14.-— —The Socinians fay, that the cxpref- 
fions in Scripture, which feem to prove the death of Chrift to 
be a real facrifice for fin, are nothing more than figurative alia* 
fions to the animal facrifices of the Moiaical law. Bat it has 
been well obferved, that the *vigty rt'vtrft of thb is the truth of 
the cafe. For thefe Mofaical facrifices were themfelves allufions 
to the great all-fufficient Sacrifice, which was to be made by our 
Saviour on the crofs. ^ 

nifliing 
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mfliing myftery, wc readily acknowledge. 
But this was naturally to be expedted in a 
work of fuch infinite difficulty, as that of ren- 
dering the mercy of God, in pardoning man- 
kind, confiftent with the exercife of his juf- 
tice, and the fupport of his authority, as the 
moral Governor of the world. Whatever 
could effed: this, muft necefFarily be fome-» 
thing far beyond the comprehenfion of our li- 
mited underftandings ; that is, muft necef- 
farily be riiyfterious. And, therefore, this 
very circumftance, inftead of (hocking our 
reafon and ftaggering our faith, ought to 
fatisfy the one^ and confirm the othen 

What remains further to be faid on this 
mterefting and important fubje<ft, I fhall re- 
serve for a Separate difcourfe. 
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a Cor. L 20, 

' , • 

WHERi: IS THE WISE? WHERE IS THE 
SCRIBE? WHERE IS THE piSPUTER OP 
THIS WORLD? HATH NOT GOD MADE 
FOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD? 

FROM the train of reafoning purfued in 
the preceding difcourfe, it has, I truft, 
been made evident, thaty though repentance 
and reformation are without doubt indifputa- 
bly ncceflary towards procuring the pardon of 
fin, (fo neceflary, that without them not all 
the facrificcs on earth, nor all the mercies of 
heaven, can avail to fave us) yet they are not 
(ftbemfehes fufficient to wafh away the ftains 
of paft guilt, to fatisfy the juftice of an of- 
fended God, and reftore a wicked and rebel- 
Uou$ world to his prote<%ion and favour. 

Ea It 
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It appears, both from the nature of tl^^ 
things themfelves, from the cleareft deduc- 
tions of reafon, from the ordinary courfe of 
Jiuman affairs in the prefent world, from the 
common apprehenfions, and the univerfal prac^ 
jtice of mankind, before the appearance pf 
Chrift upon earth, and, above all, from the 
pofitive declarations of God himfelf, both iq 
the Old and New Teftament, that, befides 
the contrition of the finner himfelf, fomething 
mlift be don? or fuffered by fome other being 
on his account ; fome fort of expiation, muft 
be made for him, and accepted, before he can 
be exonerated of guilt, and redeemed from pu- 
nifhmerit, and ftahd juftified in the eyes of hig 
offended Maker; 

This principle being eftabliflied, (and it 

• ' . • . ► ' 

appears to me incontrovertible) who fhall af- 

terwards prefume to fay, that the particular 

,-»•,- . ■. . » . ■. ■ • ' • 

kind of expiation, or, in other words, the 
particular mode of Redemption, which God 
adually fixed upon for the prefervation of 
mankind, was not the beft and fitteft that 
qould be deyifed ? U fome vidim, fome pro- 
pitiatory iacrifice, was plainly neceffary for 
this purpoie ; who^ fhall undertake to affirm,; 

that 
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that the very individual facrifice appointed 
by God himfelfi was not the propeireft and 
moft effeftUal to anfwer the end propofed ? 
If commutative punifhment and vicarious fuf- 
fering appear not only tjb haVe prevailed 
among all Heathen natiohs from the earlieft 
ages, and to have been eftabliihcd among the 
Jews by the 'exprefs appointment of God^ 
but even at this hour make a part of the or- 
dinary difpenlations of God's providence in 
the prefent worlds (where we continually fee 
bien refcUed from ruin by the interpofing 
kindnefsj the generous exertion^i atid tht vo- 
luntary fufFeringS of others on their account) i 
who (hall fay) that there waS either cruelty 
br injuftice, in appointing Chrift to diei mticK 
Icfs in his voluntary cdnfent to die^ " for uS 
" men ahd for our falvition ?'' If, in finbj the 
value of the, viftim offered Was tifualLj^ pro- 
J>ortioned to the magnitude of the biFente; 
and the number of the offenders | wb^ fhould 
it appear in the Jeaft incredible* that \vhcti 
Ae inhabitants of a whole worlds (perhaps of 
inany worlds and fyftems of worlds) afid all 
their generations^ from the very fall of btur 
firft parents to the end o£ time, were to hi 

£ 3 tieafifci^ 
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cleanfcd from guilt, nothing kfs than the blood 
of the Son of God himfelf, (hould be thought 
to poflefs fufRcient purifying powers to wafh 
away ftains of fo deep a dye, and ib vaft ex- 
tent ? 

It is evident, then, that all tl^ plaufible 
obje<ftions of ** the wife, the fcribe, the dif- 
*' puterof this world,'* againft the Scripture 
doftrine of Redemption, founded on the nature 
of the facrifice made by our Lord, on the 
dignity of his perfon, on tho union of the di- 
vine nature with the man Chrift Jefus, or a»iy 
other cit-cumftanCes of that nature, are utterly 
void of all foundation in truth; in reafor^ in 
experience, and in the ad?ual courfe erf" human 
affairs in God's adminiftratbn of the univerfe. 
We may, therefore, fafeJy difmifs them with- 
out fiiTther notice : and may aflume it as an 
undoubted ttuth, that though we ourfclves' 
could not, with our fhort-fightcd faculties, 
difeover the ftoalleft- traces of wifdom or pro- 
priety in the Redemption of the world by did 
death of Chrift, yet that it is in fa<a the wifeft.^ 
that could be chofen; that the difiiculties at-* 
tending it arife only from that impenetrable 
(ferknefs which furrounds ^e throne of the 

Almighty, 
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Lty, and muffc neceflarily reft on many 
bf his worjcs, both of nature and of grace i 
tad that it is, notwithftandingi as the Scrip-' 
tare moft accurately and fublimely exprefles^ 
it, ^* the wifdom of Gdd in a myftery ^Z' Yet 
ftill, by contemplating this myftery atten-i 
lively, we mayi even with our limited under- 
ftandings, difcover fome marks tjf divine wif- 
dom ; fome reafons, which might induce thd 
Almighty to prefer this method of redeeming 
the world to any other ; xeafons fufflcient at 
leaft to fhow, that wheri the veil is wholly 
withdrawn, wheil we no longer ^* fee tlirough 
**• i glafs darkly," buj are admitted td con- 
template " ill open day'' the whole plan and 
the entire fyftelfn of our Redemption^ we fhall 
liave as niuch reafon to reverence the dcpt|i 
6f the cOunfels of the Almighty, as we cori- 
fcfledly hive, eVen at prefent^ vvith all bur ig^ 
horance^ and all the natural obfcurity of the 
fubjefti to adore his goodnefs* 

Gut df many bf thefe marks of divin^ Wif-^ 
dom/ in the mode of oiif Redemfftiori, which 
might be ptoducedi I fliall felcfl: ortly a feW 
fef the moft important! 

* i Cor. iJ. fi 

£ 4 }i Id 
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I. In the firft place. It has ofteo been, and 
cannot be too often, remarked, that the atone- 
ment made on the crofs for the fins of man„ 
removed a difficulty, which " the wife, the 
*' fcribe, the difputer of this world,'* with all 
their wifdom, were never able to furnrount. 
It reconciled a contradiftion, which to every 
human underftanding appeared infuperable. 
It reconciled the mercy and the juftice of 
God in his treatment of mankind.' It gave 
falvation to a guilty world;^ without either in^ 
flidling on the offenders the punifhment j^uftly 
due to their offences, or giving countenance 
and encouragement to fin. By accepting the 
death of Chrift inftead of ours, ** by laying 
" on him the iniquity of us all," God cer- 
tainly gave us the moil; aflonifhing proof of 
his mercy : and yet, by accepting no lefs a 
facrifice than that of his own Son, he has^ 

L 

by this moft exprefCve and tremendous a<5t, 
fignified to the whole world fuch extreme in- 
dignation at fin, as may well alarm, even while 
he faves US, and make us " tremble at hia 
*' feverity, even while we are within the arms 
^* of his mercy*/' 

• Scott*i Chtiftian Life, b. 3. 

n. The 
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t XL The appearance, of Chrift. in the form 

of man, and the death he fuffered for our 

fekes, did not only make our peace with God, 

but it alfo enabled him to afford u$ the 

ftrongeft pofTible proof of that moft comfort* 

^ble do^rinc, our refurreftion from the dead, 

by his own return to life again after lying 

three days in the grave. It was, therefore, a 

moft eminent proof of divine wifdom, that th© 

very fame event, the death of Chrift, fhould 

^fwer two fuch important purpofes j fhould 

bpth afford us the means of reconciliation 

with God, and at the fame time give birrfi to 

another gregt event, which fills us with th§ 

joyful hope and the certain expeAation of 

qyerJafting life. Nay, even the public and 

ignominious manner in whigh our Lord ex^ 

pired, and which has femetimcs beeft a ground 

of objedion and of reproach, was in reality 

an additional indication of divine wifdom. 

For had our Lord*? death |?een lefj publio 

and notorious, and had his perfon been in his 

laft moments l^fs expofcd to the obfervation 

of manldnd, the proof of bis refurreiS^ion from 

the dead would have been coniiderably Weak-* 
cnedf mi hk death bc?P private an4 Hknu 
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and after the ordinary manner of men^ ttid 
feality of it would very foon have been quef^ 
tioiiedi and confequently his refurredtioH 
Would have been reprefentcd as a grofs fraud 
&nd a £candal6us impoiition on the credulity 
of mankind* But his crucifixion in the face 
fef ddy>. and in the prefence of^ an immenfd 
feOftcourfe of people^ took away every pre^ 
tence of this nature^ and gave a ftrong and 
ifrefiftible confirmation to the truth of that 
eftonifliing miracle which followed j which is 
the foundation of all our hopes, and the great^ 
Cofner-flone of our whole Religioni 

IlL Before the appearance of our SaVioui* 
en earthy there was a notion univerfally pre* 
Valcnt in every part almoft of the knowrt 
World, that fin could no otherwife be expiated 
tfxaii by animal facrifices^ And this at length 
was carried fo far, that in fbme extraordinary 
Cafes It was thought that the death of brute 
animals was not iu^cienti Human facrifiee* 
liecame neceflary i and the more near and deaf 
the peffon facrificed was to them, the more- 
Ifetluable wa^ the o^ering thought* fo that* 
ihey frequently flaUghtered their fbns and 
ikughte^fi, more efpecially their firft^born, oil 

1 the 
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the altj^rs of their gods. Now the death of 
Chrift, at the famd time that it was a gpa« 
cious coxidcfccnfioo to the prevailing opinion 
of the neocflky of igcrificct put an entire end 
(through a great part of the world) to that 
Anguinary fpecies of devotion, hy rendering it 
totally ufclefs and inefficacious. . For ** Chrift- 
^* was offered once for all ; by the one offering 
^* of himfelf, he perfeded for ever them that 
** are fendified^j" and obtained, by one fingl^ 
aA, that which manleind had, from the be»: 
ginning of the wprld, been endeavouring ux^ 
vain to ao<:ompUlb^ by innumerable and con- 
tinual iacrifices, namely, the pardon of their 
fins, and reconciliation with God, After thii 
univerfal and effectual expiation, no other wa« 
of the Itaft ofe or value. Accordingly, in 
every country that embraced the Gofpd, all' 
facrifiaes, both anini^l and human, immedi- > 
ately ceafed; and a fudden and abfolute period 
wa« put to that incradibk> effofion of bloodi 
which had deluged the world almoil firom tho 
very creation down to that time, 

IV, At the fanac time, that the iacriflca 
made l>y Chrift upon the croft put an end ta 

♦ Hebrews ?p. 10. u. 
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fill other facrifices, it gave (what they coula 
fievcfr give) an abfolute certainty of pardon, oil 
the condition of repentance and reformation 
of life- This it was impoffiblc that any one 
could rationally exped from the flaughter of 
an inriocient animal, much kfs from that of ^ 
human being* Both thefe a<fts f(?emed, in 
themfelves, rather calculated to increafe guilt 
thirt to take it away. Gbd might, indeed^ i/ 
Ii6 pleafed, accept the commutation of one life 
for another^ and it was on this prefumption 
thit the Heathen world adopted the cuftom of' 
facrifices^. But this was certainly a mere pre-^ 
fumptiort- Without an cxprefs revelation of* 
the divine will in this refpeft, no one could b^ 
abfolutcly fure that fuch a fubftitutioil would 
be accepted. But God has now aftually de- 
dared in the Gofpel^ that he does accept the 
deith of Chrift as a prdpitiation for our fins. 
And to put this beyond all doubt, he has rati- 
fied aftd Coftfirmed that acceptance by a public, 
iignificattti anddecifiv6 a£t of approbation, the 
adl: of raifing him from the dead 4 
' V. The death of Chrifi: is alfo a feal and 
COftfifmatioit of the tlew covenant betwixt God 
«nd mafi< 

Foif 



SERMON III. ^1 

For it was the cuftom of almoft all ancient 
pations, both Jews and Gentiles, to ratify their 
treaties and covenants by facrifices. Of this 
you may fee inftances in various parts of Scrip^p 
ture*, and in feveral Heathen hiftorians ^f-. 
In condefcenfion therefore to the manner of 
men, and to confirm their faith in his prO'* 
mifes, God did, by the facrifice of Chrift, 
feal and ratify his new covenant of mercy 
,with man-kind ; upon which account the 
death of our bleffed Lord is cdllcd (as tlie 
Jewifh facrifices alfo were) ** the blood of the 
f^ covenant ||." This, therefore, is another ex- 
cellent purpofe anfwered, by that method of 
redeeming us which God was pleafed to fix 
upon; that it is conformable to all thofe fcede^ 
ral rites by which men were wont to confirni 
their covenants with each other; and thus 
gives us every poflible affurance, not only by 
words, but by the mod expreffive aftions, that 
God will perform all his gracious promifes 
made to us in the Gofpel, provided we fulfil 
the conditions on which alone, thofe promifes 
are made. 

♦ GcD. XV. Jerexn. xxxir. f Livy, lib. i- c. 24, ^c. &c. 
II Heb. X. 29; ::i^ii. 24. Ex. xxiv. d. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are fme of the reafons which might 
pojffibly induce our Maker to fix on the death of 
his Son as the beft method of redeeming man-* 
kind I and there may be, and undoubtedly are, 
many other reafons for that choice, unknown 
to us, ftill more wife and more benevolent 
than thofe already fpecified. Yet thefe are 
abundantly fufficient to convince us, that the 
Redemption wrought for us by ChriJft upon 
the crofs, carries in it the plaincft marks of 
divine wjfdom. 

Still, hpwever, it may be urged, and it often 
is urged with great confidence, that even ad- 
mitting the force of every thing here faid, ad- 
mitting the neceflity oifome facrifice for the 
expiation of fin, . and a facrifice too of great 
value and dignity; yet after all, it feraas ut- 
terly incredible, that the death of no le& a 
perfon than the Son of God himfelf ihould be 
neccfliry for this purpofe; and that he, in 
whom all the fulnefs of the godhead dwelt, 
fhould ever confent and condefcend to become 
that facrifice^ and to empire in agonies on the 
crofs for fuch a creature as man, who occu- 
pies fo fmall and feemingly fo inconfiderable a 
place in the immenfity of the imiverfe. 

There 
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There is undoubtedly fomething very afto* 
ptfliing in this circumftance. But there are 
not wanting coniiderations, which may, jiii 
feme degree, tend to account even for thi§ ac* 
kno wledged difficulty . 

In the firft J>lace, there is a very extraordi* 
nary perfon^ge mentioned in Scripture, whofg 
exiftence it is; the feftiipn of the prefcnt day tg 
doubt and to deride, and to explain away fom§ 
pf the moft ftriking effisfts of his power int9 
allegory, metaphor, vifion, and imagipatjoij^ 
He is, notA^dthftanding, defcribed by the facrei 
writers in the plaineft and the eleareft terms^ 
and reprefeated as a being of high -rank, of 
gj)eat power, and prodigious art and ftrengtfe. 
The naipes there given him are, Satan, Beel* 
zefeuh, the Deyil^afidthe Prince of the Devils | 
and iie appears to * be in a ftate of perpetu^ 
jhofHlity againft God and Chrift, and this lower 
world, over which he has very conlSderabl^ 
influence. He is defcribed by our Saviour 
under the . image of a Jirong man ^, whom it , 
was necejflary to bind before you could fpoil 
his houfe. ^ He is called the Prince of the 
Power of the Air || ; the Prince of this World §i 



«. • 



• Matth. xii. 29. || Ephef, jL 2, § Jdm xii. \\.. 
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xind, by St. Paul, the God of this World *• 
He is reprefented as being at the head of 4 
numerous and formidable hoft of wicked fpi- 
Tits ; to whom St. Paul gives the title of princi- 
palities, and powers, and rulers of this world §. 
And in another place they are faid to be his 
ungels "f. To this malignant and infidious Be- 
ing was owing the fall of our firft parents, and 
all the tragical confequcnces of that fatal event, 
the introdudlion of death and fin, and every 
kind of natural and moral evil, into the world; 
On thefe ruins of human nature did this tremen- 
dous Spirit ere<ft his infernal throne, and efta* 
blifhed an aftonifliing dominion over the minds 
of men, leading them into fuch atfts of folly, 
ftupidity, and wickednefs, aS are on no other 
principle to be accounted for ; into the grolleft 
fuperftitions, into the moft brutal and fenfelefs 
idolatry, into the moft unnatural and abomina-* 
ble crimes, into the moft execrable rites and 
inhuman facrifices J. Nay, what is ftill more 

^ 2 Cor. iv. 4. § Ephef. vi. 12. f Matth. xxv. 41 • 
X Nothbg lefs than diabolical influence can account for the 
almoil univerfal cuftom of human facrifices, and the atrocioua 
outrages on all decency perpetrated jn fouje of the facred ritet 
of iEgypt, Greece, and Hindoftan* See Maurice' j Indian An- 
tr^uititJ, vol. i. p, 256, 274, 

deplorable. 
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deplorable, he gave the finifhing ftroke to the 
difgrace and humiliation of mankind, by fet- 
ting up himjelf as the objedt of their adora- 
tion, and that too (to compleat the infult) un- 
der that very form which he had aflumed to 
betray and to deftroy them ; I mean that of 
the ferpent : the worfhip of which difgufting 
and odious animal, it is well known, prevailed 
to an incredible degree in almoft every part oT 
the Pagan world, and is ftill to be found ia 
fome parts of Africa*. In this manner did 
Satan lord it over the human race, till our 

# 

blefled Saviour appeared on earth. At that 
time his tyranny feem^ to have arrived at its 
utmoft height, and to have extended to the 
bodies as well as to the fouls of men, of both 
which he fometimes took abfolute pojfejfion ; 
as ,we fee in the hiftory of thofe unhappy per- 
fons mentioned in Scri|)ture, whom we call 
Demoniacs, and who were truly faid to be 
pojfejfed by the devil. It was therefore necef- 

• See Bryant's Jintient Mythology, vol. i. de ophiolatria.^-~'A, 
ferpent was adored in -^gypt as an emblem of the divine na- 
ture; and in Cafhmere there were no left than 700 places 
where carved figures of fnalces were worfhipped. Maurice's 
Indian Antiquities, vol. i. p. 291.— At Whydah, on the Gold 
Coafty a fnake is the principal objeft of worfliip. See E<videnct 
9Mjbe Slave Trade, 

Vol, II. F /ary. 
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fkry, in order ta accomplifb the cQmpkt? Re^ 
demption of mankind, to fubdus in the fir{t 
place this their moil formidable an4 deter- 
pained enemy, to deftroy his power, ta over- 
crow his kingdom, and to refcue all* the foA?^ 
of men from th^t horrible and dif|^raccful ftate 
f>{ flavery,. in \yhich he had long held thpm. 
enthralled* Now to execute a work of fuch 
Magnitude and fuch difficulty, fome agent of 
extraordinary rank,, and extraordinary autho- 
fity and power, was plainly neceflaty. Such 
^ ppribnage was our blefled Lc^jd ;, who there- 
fore fpontaneoufly ijndertook,, and foccefsfully 
accompliflicd, this moft arduous enterprizc-. 
The very iirft preparatory ftep hp took before 
he entered on his miniftry was, tp eftabliih his 
fuperiority ov^r this great epemy of the human 
race, which he did ia that mqnjprable Iceijp of 
the temptation inthewildernefs. And^rough-^ 
out the whole of his future lif?, therp appear* 
to have been a conftant and open cfjmity and 
warfare between Chrift and Bpelzebub, be- 
tweeft the Prince of this world and the Sayipuf 
of it, between the Powers of Darknefs and the 
spiritual Light of the world, betweea thci 
kingdom of Satan and th^ king4QP3. of Jefus. 
X Whea 



SERMON III. by 

When all this is taken into coofidebation, it 
will no longer be a matter of ^rprize, that the 

eternal Son of God himfelf ftiould condefcend 

» 

to come among us, unworthy as we are of fuch 
a difiin^ion. For nothing lefs than his aU 
mighty power could probably have vanquished 
that dreadful adverfary we had to deal with, and 
whofe defeat and humiliation appear to have 
been eflentially neceflary to our falvation *. 

There is ftill anotfier confideration which 
merits fome regard in this queftion. 

It is, I believe, generally taken for granted, 
tiiat it was for the human race alone that 
Chrift fufKered and died; and we are thea 
;afked, with an air of triumph, whether it be 
conceivable, or in any de^ee credible, that 
the eternal Son of God ihould fubmit to fo 
much indignity and fo much mifery for the 
fallen, the wicked, the wretched inhabitants 
of this fnjall globe of earth, which is as a 
grain of farid to a mountain, a njcre fpeck in 
the univerie, wh^n compared with that im- 
menfity of worlds, and fyftems of worlds, 

* See John xii. 3 1 ; sdv* 30 ; xvi. 1 1. 2 Cor. iv. 4. Ephef. 
it. 1; vi. 12. Col. ii. i^.^^^ Through death, he deib-oyed him 
5' that had d^ power of deaik; tl^t if^ di^ ifi^i^ ¥^« 
a. »4. 

F a whicl^ 
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which the fagacity of a great modern aflrono- 
mcr has difcovered in the boundlefs regions of 
ipace*. 

But on what ground is it concluded, that the 
benefits of Chrift's death extend no further 
than to ourfelves ? As well might we fuppofe, 
that the fun was placed in the firmament 
.merely to illuminate and to warm this earth 
that we inhabit. To the vulgar and the illi- 
terate, this actually appears to. be the cafe^ 
But Philofophy teaches us better things. It 
enlarges our contradted views of divine benefi- 
cence, and bripgs us acquainted with other 
planets and other worlds, which (hare with 
us the ch earing influence and the vivifying 
warmth of that glorious luminary. Is it not 
then a fair analogy to conclude, that the great 
Spiritual Light of the world, the Fountain of 
life, and health, and joy to the foul, does not 
fcatter his bleffings over the^ creation with a 
more fparing hand, and that the Sun of Righ- 
teoufnefs rifes. with healing in bis wings to 
pther orders of beings befides ourfelves ? Nor 
does this conclufion . reft on analogy alone. 
It is evident from Scripture itfelf, that we are 
. by no means the only creatures in the univerfe 

• 'Dt. Herfchcll. 

interefted 
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iiitereftcd in the facrifice of our Redeemer 
We are exprefsly told, that as *' by hitn were . 
** all things created that are in heaven and 
" that are in earth, vifible and invifible ; and 
** by hiiii all things confift : fo by him alfo 
'^ was God pleafed (having made peace through, 
the blood of his crofs) to reconcile all things 
unto himfelfy whether they be things in earthy or 
^' things in heaven: that in the difpeniation of 
*' the fulnefs of times, he might gather toge- 
ther in one all things in Chrijlp both ivhich 
are in heaven, and which are on earth, even 
^ in him */' 

From intimations fuch as thefe, it is highly 
probable, th^t in the great work of Redemp^ 
tion, as well as of Creation, there is a vaft ftu^ 
pendous plan of wifdonv of which we cannot 
at prefent fo much as conceive the whole 
compafs and extent. And if we could affift 
and improve the mental as we can the corpo- 
real fight; if we could xp^gnify and bring 
nearer to us, by the help of inftruments, the 
great component part/5 of the fpiritual, as wq 
do the vaft bodies of the natiiral, world ; there 
can be no doubt, that the rejfeipjblance an4 
gnalogy would hold between thefQ in this a$ 

* Col. i. 16, 20; £ph. i. Z9, 

F3 it 
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it does in m^ny other well-known inftances 5 
and that a fcerte of wondfet-s would burft in 
\ipOn us from the one, at leaft eqtial, if not fu- 
j*crior, to thofc, which the united powers of 
aftronomy and of optics difclofe to us in the 

other. 

If this train of reafoning be juft, (and wlio 
is there that will undertake to fay, much more 
to prove, that it is'not fo ?) if the Redemption 
wrought by Glirift extends to other worlds> 
perhaps many others befides our cfwn ; if its 
virtues penetrate even into heaven itfelf ; if 
it gather together a// things in Chrift ; who 
will then fay, that the dignity of the agent 
was difproportioned to the magnitude of the 
work 5 and that it was not a fcene fufficiently 
ij:ilendid for the Son of God bimfelf to appear 
upon, and to difplay the riches of his love, not 
only to the race of rtian, but to many other 
orders of intelligent beings I 

Upon the whole, it is certainly unpardonable 
in fuch a creature as man, to judge of the fyf- 

tem of our Redemption from that very fmall 

« 

part of it, which he now ffees ; to reafon as if 
We ourfelves weire the only perforts concerned 
m iU andotf thftt ground to raife cavils, and 

- . difficulties 
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H3ifficulfies, and objeftions, and reprefent the 
cfofs of Chrifl as foolifhnefs, when, alaSj, it is 
we only that are foollfh i 

There may undoubtedly be many other ways 
in which the Redemption of man might have 
hceh effefted. But this we are fiire of, that 
the way in which it is effefted, is the wifeA 
and the beft, for this plain reafon, becaufe the 
wifeft and the teft of Beings has chofen it, 
it has been (hown, that even with our fliort- 
lighted faculties, and with our very imperfedt 
knowledge of the fubject, we can difcovcr7$/;5wr 
reafons which might render this ^ way of re- 
deeming us preferable to any other ; arid we 
have fcen alfo, that it may have a relation to 
other beings, whofe fituation and circum- 
ftances, if fully and clearly made known to us, 
would probably furnifh us with ftill ftronger 
reafohs to admire an4 adore the wifdom of 
God's proceedings towards his creatures. But 
even admitting, that the benefits of this moft 
extraordinary dlfjpenfation were defigned to 
reach »o furthfer than this v^orld, and that 
Chriff died fokly *' f6r 0s men, and for our fal- 
** vation i^ what otRer f atibnal concliiiion can 
be drawn from' tniS fuppoutiohi tnan that we 

' - F4 ■' '^ ' ought 
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ought to be imprefled with a deeper and a live- 
lier fcnfe of his unbounded goodnefs to the 
children of men ? 

That the Son of God fhould feel fuch com- 
paffion for the human race, as voluntarily to 
undertake the great, and arduous, and painful 
tafk, of refcuing them from death, and fin, 
and mifery ; that for this purpofe he fhould 
condefcend to quit the bofom of his Father, 
and the joys of heaven ^ fhould divefl himfelf 
of the glory that he had before the w^orld be- 
gan ; fhould not only take upon himfelf the na- 
ture of man, but the form of a fervant ; fhould 
fubmit to a low and indigent condition, to in- 
dignities, to injuries andinfults, and at length 
to a difgraceful and excruciating death, i^ in- 
deed a myflcry. But it is a my fiery of kindnefs 
and of mercy ; it i^, as the apoflle truly calls 
it, *' a love that pafTeth knowledge*;" a de- 
gree of tcndernefs, pity, and cpndefcenfipn, to 
wrhich we have neither words nor conceptions 
in any degree equal. It is impofTible for us, 
whenever we reflect upon it, not to cry out 
with the Pfalmift, Lord, '5 what is man that 
" thou art mindful of him, and the fon of 
** man that thou vifiteft hiip §." 

• Efh. iii. 19. 5 Pfalm viii. 4. 

■ And 
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And what efFeft fhould this reflefticfn have 
upon our hearts ? Should it difpofe us to join 
with the difputer of this world, in doubting 
and denying the wifdom of the Almighty in 
the plan of our Redemption, and in quarrel- 
ling with the means he has made ufe of to 
fave us, becaufe they appear to our weak un- 
derftandings ftrange and unaccountable ? Shall 
the man who is finking under a mortal difeafe, 
refufe the medicine which will infallibly re- 
ftore him, becaufe he is ignorant of the ingre- 
dients of which it is compofed ? Shall the 
criminal who is condemned to death, rejeft 
the pardon that is unexpeftedly offered him, 
becaufe he cannot conceive in what manner 
and by what means it was obtained for him ? 
Shall WE, who are all criminals in the fight of 
God, and. are all adually (till redeemed by 
Chrift) under the fentence of death ; fhall we 
ftrike back the arm that is gracioufly ftretched 
out to fave us, merely becaufe the mercy of- 
fered tp us is fo great, that we are unable to 
grafp with our underftanding the whole ex- 
tent of it? Shall the very magnitude, in 
fHort, of the favour conferred upon us, be con- 
verted into an argument againft receiving it ; 

and 
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and (hall we determine not to oe laved, be* 
caufe God chufes to do it, not In our way, but 
his own ? 

That in this and many other ihflances his 
ways are myfterious, and paft finding out, is 
undoubtedly true. But let it be remembered 
always, that the myfterious part relates only 
to what he has done for lis ; what we have to 
do (which is all that it concerns us to know) is 
perfectly clear and intelligible. It is nothing 
more than this, that we proftrateourfelves with 
all humility before the throne of grace, and 
adore thegoodnefs of our Maker in confenting, 
on a/iy terms, to extend his mercy to us ; that 
we embrace, with gratitude and thankfulnefs, 
the great falvatiort offered to us by the death 
of Chrift, and exert our utmoft endeavours to 
render ourfelves capable of (haring in the be- 
nefits of that facrifice, by fulfilling the condi- 
tions, the only conditions, on which we can be 
admitted to partake of it; that is, " by dc- 
*^ nying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and 
** living foberly, righteoufly and godly in this 
*' prefcnt world *." 
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Psalm iv. 4. 

COMMUNE WITH YOUR OWN HEART, AND 
IN YOUR CHAMBER, AND BE STILL. 

TO commune with our own hearts is, in 
the language of Scripture, to retreat 
from the world, and give ourfelves up to pri- 
vate meditation and refledion. But as the 
fubjeifis of our meditation may be very diffe- 
rent, in order to know what kind of felf-com- 
munion is here meant, we mufl confider the 
purpofes which the Pfalmifl had in view, 
Thefe purjx)fes are fpecified in the former part 
of the verfe, *^ Stand in awe, and fin not;'* to 
which is immediately fubjoined, as the means 
of imprefUng this facred awe upon the mind, 
** Coriiniuhe with your own heart, and in your 
** chamber, and l)efliil." The defign, therefore, 

of 
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of the felf-communion here recommended is, ' 
to reftrain us from vice ; to cherifh and im- 
prove the feeds of virtue ; to give us Icifure for 
examining into the ftatQ of our fouls ; to flamp 
upon our hearts a love for God and a reve- 
rence for his laws; to make us, in (hort, " Hand 
** in awe, and fin not." 

Such is the purport of the injundtion in the 
text ; and a more important one it is not eafy 
to imagine : it is, indeed, an eflential and in- 
difpenfable requifite towards our well-being, 
both here and hereafter. For if we will never 
Hand ftill and confider, how is it poflible we 
fliould ever go on well ? Yet, notwithftand- 
ing the evident neceflity of refledion to an in- 
telligent and accountable being, a very large 
part of mankind feem to have formed a refo- 
lution never to think at all. They take the 
utmoft pains that they may never experience 
the misfortune 'of finding themfelves alone 
and ftill, may never have a fingle moment 
left for ferious recoUedtion. They plunge 
themfelves into vice ; they diflipate themfelves 
in amufement; they entangle themfelves in 
bufinef^; they engage in ea^er and endlels 
purfuits after riches, honours, power, fame, 

everv 
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every trifle, every vanity that ftrikcs their ima- 
gination ; and to thefe things they give them- 
felves up, body and foul, without ever once 
flopping to confider what they are doing and 
where they are going, and what the confe- 
quence muft be of all this wildnefs and folly. 
In vain does Reafon itfelf fometimes rcprefent 
to them, that if there really be another ftate 
of exiftence, it is infanity never to concern 
themfelves about it : in vain does God 'com- 
mand them '* to watch and pray, and to work 
*^ out their falvation with fear and trembling i** 
in vain does Religion call upon them to with- 
draw a little from the bufy fcene around them, 
to retire to their own chamber, to be there 
quiet and ftill, to commune with their ovnt 
hearts, to proftrate themfelves- before God, to 
lament their fins, to acknowledge their wretch* 
ednefs, and entreat forgivenefs through the 
merits of their Redeemer. Againft all thefe 
admonitions they fhut their ears, and harden 
their hearts; and prefs forward with^ intrepid 
gaiety in the courfe they are embarked in^ 
which they infift upon to be the only wife one- 
To that wifdom then, and the fruits' of it, we 
tnuft leave them, with our earned prayers to 

God, 
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poet that they may fee the things th^t belong 
to their peace before tl;iey are for ever hid from 
$hpir eyes. But whatever may become of thijs 
giddy unthinking multitude, we, my brethren, 
y^ are brought here by a fenfe of duty,n>uft 
fee, that if we hope eithj^r to underilapd that 
duty, or to fulfil it, we muft fometin^ejB retire 
fluid think of it. Even the beft aijd greatcft 
of men, have found this felf- communion ne* 
ceflary to prefcrye them ^fpni fin and error. 
The royal Pfalmifl: mo^ efpecijally, wl^? 
gave us the precept, eiifor^iet4 it powerfeUy 
by his own example. Thottgb bo oae was 
jijpi?c attentive to the interefts of his pepple, 
and gopd government of his kifigdotp, h^d ^ 

1 

greater variety of weighty objedts ik cnggtge his 
thqughts, more difficulties to encc^ntier, or 
more temptations to combat than h^i yet Jw 
neyer fuffered either bufinefs, grief, or plea* 
iiire, fo entirely to poflefs his foul, as to ex- 
elude the gre^t concerns of RqUgionj; hot 
wherever or however fituated, he found tinae 
to commune wjth himfelf | he freqijcndy rp-p 
tired at morning, and evening and noon-day, 
to revievir his condudj^ to examine ii^to the 
ftate of his fpul, and fearch out his fpints, to 

kefs 
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blefs -God for his paft mercies, of implore hif 
future proteftion. Thoie animated CQm43ofi- 
tions he Jtias kft us uader the name of Pfalms,. 
ajre, m ^ep^eral^ nothing rnore than the fervent 
expreHiojjs of his piety on thefe occafions, the 
conversations be held with his own heart. It 
is jn the/e he unboijcpis himfelf without re- 
ferve, and pours forth his whole foul .before 
God- We ^rc admitted into the deepeft re- 
cefles, and fee the moil fecret .workings, of 
his mind. We fee him .poflefled alternately 
with hopes and fears, doubt and confidence, 
forroy and joy ; and agitated, by turns, with 
all thofe different paflions and emot^ons^ which 
the different afpeifts of his foul, on the moft 
careful review, would naturally excite. By 
thefe well-timed retreats he prevented any 
prefijmptuqjis fin, if not from accidentally fur- 
prizing him^ yet at leaft from getting the do- 
minipn over him ; and though he fometime^ 
flipt, and fometimes even fell, yet he inftantly 
i^ ?g^in, more vigorous and alert to the dif-. 

^i^ we ^ave this pradlicp of ielf-commu- 

t^iq^ rpcpo^iiendefi to u? by a ftill holier and 

^rigl^ei: fgcample, that of the bleffed Jefus 

\ himfel£ 
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himfclf. The nature of his miffion, indeed* 
and the bonndlefs benevolence of hi? temper, 
neceflarily led him to mingle in fociety; to 
liften to every call of humanity ; to go about 
doing good, healing difeafes, relieving infirmi- 
ties, corredling errors, removing prejudices, 
forgiving fins> inculcating repentance; pro- 
moting piety, juftice, charity, peace, harmony, 
courtefy, chearfulnefs, amongft men ; croud- 
ing, in fliort, into the narrow compafs of hi& 
miniftry, more a<fts of humanity and kindnefs, 
than the longeft life of the moil beneficent 
man on earth ever yet produced. Yet, in this 
active courfe of life, we find him frequently 
breaking away from the crouds that fur- 
rounded him, and betaking himfelf to privacy 
and folitude. The dcfert, the mountain, and 
the garden, were fcenes which he feemed to 
love, and with which he took all opportuni- 
ties of refrefhing himfelf; purchafing them 
fome times even^ at the expence of night- 
watches, when the day had been wholly taken 
up in the offices of humanity, and the bufinefs 
of his miflion. Here it was he fpent whole 
hours in pious contemplation and fervent 
prayer; in adoring the goodnefs of God^ to 

mankind^ 
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^nkidd i in «cprcffing, oil Wa;own part, the 
utmof^ fubmiflion to hi^ divine will f in ire-- 
viewing the prpgrefS, dncj ktoking to.thcLCOxfa- 
pletion, of the great work hei had Undertaken ; 
in confirming his refolutions, z\ii Aronph^^^ 
ing his foul agairift the ieVere^tri^ he. was>ta: 
undergo in th6 profecutJon of it, Frona thcfe 
retreatSi and th^fe holy meditations, he caine 
out again into public,. not gloomy, and languid^ 
not difgufted With the world and difeontented 
with him.felf> but vyith recruited fpiritSi^nd a. 
redoubled ardour of benevolence ; prepared Jd. 
run again his ^yonted courfe, and to pour frefh 
benefits and merdeB on 'mankind.; 
..If then not .only the |>ious author of the 
text, but the divine Author of our faith him- 
felfi found retirement and recolkdtiion necef-^ 
fary to the purpofes of ^ holy life, there cart 
be little doubt of its ufe and importance to all 
that are defirpus of treading in their fteps. Bv^C 
I fhall endeavour to fljew ftill more diftindly 
the advantages attending it, by laying before 
J50U the following confiderations 5 confidera- 
tions^ which the prefent holy feafon^^ fet apart 

' ♦ This SerdioE was preached at St James's Chapel on the 
firft day of Lent, Feb. 6, lyS^. 
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for the pradice of this, v^ duty^ 1i^il^> Ihop^ 
affift in preffing" home upon 37«our hearts 

L In the firft pIaoe> it is a truth too noto^ 
rioQs to be denied^ and too melancholy not to 
be lamented^ diat the obje^s of fenfe, which 
here furround xis, make a much deeper impref^ 
fion upon the mind than the obje<%s of our 
faiths And the reafon is plain. Itis^becauie 
the things that are temporal are ^y@^^ are per* 
petuaUy foliciting our (etafe$>and forcing them* 
fekea upon our observation; whilft the diings 
that are etQrnal^^ merely becauie they are not 
leefii and tfaefefere^wanttheadvantage of con- 
tinual importunity and Solicitation^ have but 
littik influence iq>on,our hearts* It is^ ^ere- 
fore^ the firft and mbft obvious ufe of re-- 
tirementv to take off our attention from the 
things of thia world, and thereby to deftroy, 
for a time at leaft, their attraflion^. When 
they ceafe to be feen, or art fcen only in ima- 
gination, they lofe, in a great meafure, their 
dominion oyer us. We can then cont^Bplate' 
them in their re^ forme, fhipt of that fa4fe 
g^are with which they are apt todazzlooar 
eyes and miflead our uijd?rftandings. We thpn 
plainly fee, how little they cm boaft of intrki- 
X fie 
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fie worth, how much they owe to the warmth 
of fancy, the tumult of paffion, the ardour of 
purfuit, and the hurry of the world. For as 
thefe caufes no longer operate in the ftillnefs 
of retirement, every charm that they beftowed 
drops ofii and vanifhes with therii ; the objefts 
of our purfuit fhrink to their proper dimen-^ 
fions ; and we are amazed to fee them reduced 
in an inftant almoft to nothing, and fo little 
left of all that wfe gazed at with fb much ad- 
miration, and followed with fo much eager- 
nefs. 

II. If at the fame time that we recede from 
this world we turn our eyes upon the next, we 
fhall reap a double advantage from our felf- 
communion. By frequently meditating on the 
concerns of eternity, we fhall begin to per- 
ceive their reality, and at laft to feel their in- 
fluence. Spiritual meditations are at firft very 
irkfome and difagteeable, not becaufe they 
are unnatural, but becaufe they are unufual. 
Give but the foul a little relpite, a moment's 
breathing, from the inceifant importunity of 
c^es and pleafiires, and fhe will almoft natu- 
rally raife herfelf towards that heavenly coun- 
try, where fhe hopes at laft tp find reft and 
happinefs* EVery faculty and pbwer, both of 

G z the 
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the body and mind, are perfeftcd by ufe ; and 
it is by the fame means that the eye of faith is 
alfo ftrengthened, and taught to carry its views 
to the remoteft futurity. By degrees we fhall 
learn to allow for the diftances oijpiritual, as 
we, do every day for thofe oifenfible^ objects ; 
and, by long attention to their greatnefs, for- 
get . or difregard their remotenefs^ and fee 
them in their full fize and proportion. A 
tafte for religious meditations will grow upon 
us every day ; and, by conftant perfeverance^ 
we fhall fo refine our fentiments and purify our 
affedtions, as to become what the Scriptures 
i^dXi fpiritually minded -, to live, as it were, out 
of the bpdy ; and to walk by faith as fleadily 
and as furely as we ufed to do by fi^t. 

II I • Nothing is fo apt to wear off that re- 

yerence for virtue, and abhorrence of vice, 

with which all well-principled men enter inta 

. the world, as a conftant commerce v>ith the 

world. If we have had the happinefs of a good 

4 • 

education, our firfl judgijients of men and 
{ things are generally rigbt. ' We detefl all ap- 
pearance of bafenefs, aitjfice, and hypocrify : 
we love every thing that is fair, open, honcft, 
and generous. But how feldom does it hap- 
• pen, that -.we carry jthefe fentiments along with 

us. 
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US, and adt in conformity to them, through 
life. How feldom does it happen^ that we 
are proof againft the freedom of C0nverfation> 
or the contagion of example, which infenfibly 
corrupt the fimplicity of our hearts, and diftort 
the uprightnefs of our opinions. We are 
aware, perhaps, of the open attacks upon our 
virtue, which every one may fee, and guard 
againft, if he pleafes ; but it is not every one 
that fees thofe more fecret enemies, that arc 
perpetually at work, undermining his integrity. 
It is fcarce poflible to be always with the mul-' 
titude, without falling in with its fentiments, 
and following it to tlo evil, though we never 
intended it. The croud carries us involunta- 
rily forward, without our feeming to take one 
ftep ourfelves in the way that they are going. 
We learn, by degrees, to think with lefs ab- 
horrence on what we fee every day pradtifed 
and applauded. We learn to look on bad ex- 
amples with complacency ; and it is but too 
eafy a tranfition, from feeing vice without 
difguft, to pradtifing it without remorfe. We 
quklcly find out the adt of accornmodating our 
duty to our interefts, and making our opinions 
^end to our incliriations. ' We lofe fight of the 

G 3 honeft 
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honeft notipm v/e firft fet out wi^th, and adopt 
others more pliant in their ftead. The iffucs of 
life thus corrupted, the infedtion foon fpreads 
itfelf to our actions. We are enflaved by ha.-r 
bits, without feeling the chain thrown over us, 
and become guilty of crimes, which we once 
could not think of without fljuddering. It is,, 
therefore, of the laft confequence, to Hep gfide 
fome times from the world, in order to com- 
pare bur prefent way of thinking and ading 
with our paft; to try and fift ourfdves tho- 
roughly J " to fearch out our fpirits, and feek 
*' the very ground of our hearts ; to prove and 
*' examine our thoughts ; to look well, ex- 
*' tremely well, if there be any waty of wicked- 
*^ nefs in us ; that if there be, we m^ty turn 
^* from it into the way cverlafting." 

rV. As by frequently converfing with a 
man, we may gain a tolerable infight into hi? 
true temper and difpofitionj fo a repeated 
communipu with our own hearts brings us 
intimately and entirely acquainted with them } 
difcovers to us their weak fides, their leading 
propenfities, and ruling foibles. It lays open 
to us all their windings and receffes, their 
frauds and fubtleties. We penetrate through 
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ihe thin coverii^g of their fair pretences, into 
their real motives* We fee, that in moil: cafes 
it is hazardous to indulge their fuggeflions tpo 
4ss£fy and too often : we fee> that <»ae compli* 
^nce only paves the way for a !^ond, till we 
have it no longer in our power to ptfixCc their 
folicitations. Hence we learn to be jealous of 
cheir encroachments, and to fufpe<ft their moft 
fpecious propofals* We keep a ftrift eye over 
all their motions, and guard every iffue of life, 
with the utmoft diligence. By tracing the 
progress of our paeons on fermer occafionSt 
and obferving the fatal miichiefs that followed 
&om iuffering them (o gain the afcendancy 
over US, we 0^11 learn the proper art of ma« 
naging and fubduing them i Wi^ fhall acquire 
that extremely neceflary fciencje of felf-go- 
vernment, thofe a^nEurable habits of prudence 
and circumfpejftioo, which, however by fome 
men negleded and defpifed, we fhall find to be 
exceedingly conducive to right conduct find 
jreal happinefs. Without thus refleding on 
our. paft mifparriages, and enquiring into their 
caufes, we mufl for ever fall into the fatfie mif«* 
pkfiSp \>t deceived by the iaiSaie appearances, 
^|>n969d by the fame artifices, and lofe the 

G 4 eiJjT 
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only confolation (poor as it is) which our paf| 
follies andftranfgrcffions can afford us^ expcr 
riencci - • 

Such are the more general ufes of religious 
retirefaient and i-eflexiori : but they will have 
more peculiar advaqtagcs, according to the 
particular fituatioji that we are placed in. 
- If Providence has caft our lot in a feir 
ground, has giVen us a goodly heritage, and 
-l)lefl^d li^ with a large proportion of every 
'^tiling that is.heldmoft valuable in this world, 
rank, power, wealth, beauty, health, and 
ftrength ; diough we may then, perhaps, be 
lefs dijpofedy yet have we more occqfion for felf- 
communion than ever. Reflexion will^ at that 
time, be particularly needful* to check the ex- 
travagance of our joy ; to prefer ve us from va- 
nity and felf-conceit ; to keep our pampered 
appetites in fubje<5tion ; to guard us from the 

'dangers of profperity and the temptations of 
luxury, from diffipation and debauchery, from 
pride and infolenCe> from that wantoa cruelty 
and incredible Jiardnels of heart, which high 

-fpirits and uninterrupted happinefs too offen 
produce. - Inflead of thefe wild excefles^ reli- 

- gious meditation will turn the overflowings ©f 

. " . ^ ' our 
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our 'gkdnefs into their proper channels, into 
praifes and thankfgivings to the gracious Au- 
thor of our happinefs, and a liberal communi- 
cation to others of the bleffings we enjoy; 
which are the only proper exprefiions of our 
thankfulnefs, and the only fuitable return fc* 
fuch ^iftinguifhing marks of the divine fa- 
vour. ■ 

If, on the contrary, we are opprefled with a 
iriultitude of forrows, with poverty or difeafe, 
with lofTes and difappointments, the perfecu- 
tion of enemies, or the unkindnefs of friends, 
it is to retirement we muft fly for confolation, 
hot to indulge ourfelves in the fuUen fatisfec- 
tion of a fecret melancholy, much lefs to vent 
the bitternefs of our heart in frantic exclama-^ 
tions, and indecent reflexions on the difpenfa- 
tions of Providence ; but, after pouring out 
pur fouls before God, to go at once to the bot- 
tom of the evil, to fearch for the caufes of our 
affli<9:ion where they are. too often, alas ! to be 
found, but where we very feldom think of look- 
ang for them, in the follies and mifcarriages 
Df our own cohduft. And if we are fo happy 
as to difcover, and fo wife as to corrcft, them, 
•we fhall thenhave fulfilled the end which thefe 

forrows 
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forrows were probably defigrued tounfivci:, an^ 
** k will be even good for us to have beca io 
** trouble/* 

How abfolutely neccflary recolledion is to 
-thofe who are immerfedin vice, is too .obvious 
to be infiftcd on. If, indeed, they have raft off" 
aH thoughts of Religion, and are determined to 
fin on to the laft, they are then in the right of 
it to avoid this felf- communion^ and todedyuie 
all conv^fation with a friend that might tell 
jhem very difagreeable truths. Their only 
bufinefs is then, not to encourage, but to Ai&Cf, 
reflexion; and after forgetting their Maker, 
and every thing they ou^t to remember, to 
forget th^mfelves too, if they can. But if 
jhey are touched with a fenfe of their danger^ 
find a deiire of amendment, their ftrft Aep i$ 
certainly to retire and recoiled themfelves. 
This, indeed, in general, is 4U that is aeceifary. 
f ' I called mine o\yn ways to remembr^ce," 
jfays David ; and immediately adds, as ap al- 
pxoft necefl'^ry con^uencci and *^ turned my 
feet unto thy teftimonics." ^* I made haAe;, 
ai>d prolonged npt the time to keep thy cooh 
** mandments.'? This muft ever be Ac refu^t 
^ .« ffirious deliberatioo. f he tru^s of Re<i 
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Jigion, more cfpecially of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, are fo cle^r and coavibcin^ ; the contrail 
Jbetween vice and v;r|tue, good and evil, fo 
ftriking ; the difproportion between a monaeAf 
of pleafure and an eternity- of pain, fo glaring 
and undeniable ; that they want aotliing more 
than confideration to give them their propejr 
weight, infomuch, that to think is to believe 
^nd to be faved. 

To fuch as are already entered on the paths 
of virtue, bjut are yet at a great diftance from 
Chriftian perfedion, it will be highly ufeful to 
Jftop fometimes, and confider what they have 
already done, and what they have ftill to do ; 
fometimes to prevent defpair, by looking back 
on the dangers they have paft, and fometimes 
to excite vigilance, by looking forwards to 
thofe before them ; to renew, from time to 
time, their petitions to the Throne of Grace, 
for that fuccour and afliftance which is%fo ne- 
Gejflary to fupport then^.; and, above all, to re- 
frefti their hopes and invigorate their refolu- 
tioas, by frequently looking up. to that crown 
pf glory, which wiU ip amply recompence all 

(heir labours. 

.- ' ■ . ^ 

Nor does evei^ the higheft degree of perfec- 
tion that human nature can arrive at, place a 

*» • • ■ . - 

man 
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... . . . . 

man above the neceffity of calling his ways to 
remembrance. Nay, perhaps, recolleftion i$ 
then peculiarly neceflary, becaufe w6 are apt 
to think it leaft fo. *' Let him that thinketh he 
•^ Hands, take heed left he fall." No fooner do 
we Juppofe ourfelves out of the reach of dan- 
ger, than we ceafe to be fol It becomes us, 
therefore, to be jealous of our very virtues, and 
to let our vigilance and circumfpedtion keep 
pace with our improvements. Our condition 
in this life is reprefented in Scripture as a con- 
tinual warfare ; and we have a very fubtle ad- 
verfary to deal with, who is always upon 
the watch to take advantage of our fecurity. 
The good foldier of Chrift, therefore, will ufe 
the fame caution in his fpiritual as he would 
in a temporal warfare; he will obferve the' 
fame difcipline after a vi<5tory, as when fuccefs 
.was dubious; for no ftratagem has been lb 
often fradlifed, and has fo often fucceeded, as 
that of furprizing a vidtorious, and therefore 
unguarded, enemy. 

It muft be obferved too, that virtue as well 
as knowledge is progreffive, arid if we do not 
gain ground, we lofe it. There iS always fomc 
perfedtion to be acquired, or J(bme imperfection 

'I to 
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to be amended. If we are not conftantly 
ftrengthening the barriers oppofed to our paf- 
lions, by fucceffively accumulating one> good 
principle upon another, they will grow w)eaker 
every day, and expofe us to the hazard of fome 
fudden and violent overthrow. It is aftomfh- 
ing how much the very beft men find to do, 

* ■ * 

even when they are regular and pundual in 
reviewing their conduft; how many errors 
they have to rediiy, how many omiffions to 
fupply, how p^any exceifcs to retrench^ how 
many growing defires to controul. The more 
frequently they do this, the. more they will fee 
the neceffity and feel the advantage of it. They 
will have the pleafure too of oblcrving, how 
much they increafe in goodnefs and grow in 
grace, and this will animate them to flill higher 
attainmepts. They will never think them-* 
felves fufficiently advanced in holinefs ; but 
^* forgetting thofe things that are behind, and 
caching forth to thofe things that are be- 
fore, they will go on from ftrength to 
ftrength, and prefs forward toward? the 
f* mark,; to the prize of the high calling of 
i^ God in Chrift JefusV* - 

•Pbikiii,!}, Pfalm Ixxxiv. 7, 

Univerfally, 
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Univeifailjr, thfirefbre, to every perfon, in 
etrcry condition of life, iii every ftage of his 
4>irittial prdgrcft, frcqtierit stLF-coMMUNioj> 
is ah iridiij)fenfable duty; If we are accountable 
beitigs, and^tHat we ^e, not Only the Sacred 
Writings dedarc, bilt our faculties, our feel- 
ings; our cohftriences, irrefiftibly prove to us ; 
if vrc cannot; without the utmoft hazard, go 
on at randoili, as appetite prbmpts or accident 
Itttds us J if every ftep we take iii our nioral 
cohduft muil bring us nearer to heaven or tb 
KeH; furely it behoves its to call our ways 
ferioulfy and frequently to remembrance; to 
confider them with the utmoflcare and cir* 
cumfpcftion, and obfervc where they termi- 
nate, and to what point they wiH- carry us; 
ShouH we find ourfelves in the right way, we 
fhall have the fatisfaftion of going oii in the 
confcioufnefs of iemg right, and of afting well 
upon* principle. Should we have departed 
widely from the path of our duty, it will be 
high time for us to return to it, left we go too 
far to retreat, and nlfh thoughtlefsly forward 
into irretrievable dcllitiftion. If we have de- 

* ' - 

viated but flightly, we fhall prevent this de- 
viation from growing inienfibly wider, and 

regain 
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itgaln the ground we have loft with little 
trouble or pain. In many things we offend*, 
alii even the very beft of us ; and it is fer more 
wife and prudent to find out thefe offences by 
reflexion, and to corredt them by fuitable refth- 
lutions, than to let them accumulate by neg- 
left, till fome fatal mifchief awake us to ^ 
iknfc of our duty, or the ftroke of death render 
it no longer pradicable. This fingle confi- 
deration, . the poflibif ity *of being called, even 
thc^healthieft and the youngeft of us, fuddenly 
and unexpededly called, to give an acc^ount of 
ourfelves to God, before we have properly fet- 
tled that account, is of itfelf enough to make 
us refleS: on our condition, and to do it alfb 
without delay* We fee alnioft every day of 
our lives the mofl ftrikmg and afFe<5ing in- 
ftances of our precarious condition. We fee 
our friends and neighbours fuddenly fnatched 
away from us, at a time when we (perhaps 
they too) leaft expefted it. We fee multi- 
ttrdes of others drop afound us, one by one, 
tffl'tve are left almoft alone in a wide world, 
deferted by all thofe vdiom we moft intimately 
knew and efteemed. Yet all this feems to 
mdbe little or no imprefiion upon us, Wc 
fi>Ub w our acquaintances to the grave ; v^ 

drop. 
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drop, perhaps, a few parting unavailing tear* 
over them, and then return again to the cares, 
the pleafures, the follies and the vices, of the 
world, with as much eagernefs and alacrity, 
as if nothing at all had happened that in ;he 
leaft concerned ourfelves \ as if there was not 
Ae leaf): chance or poflibility, that the danger, 
which we fee fo near us, fhould at laft come 
home to us. But, furely, thefe convincing, 
thefe alarming proofs of our mortality, ought 
to have a little more efFedt on our hearts^ 

When we fee thoufands fall befide us, and tea 

* 

thoufands at our right hand,; we ought to re- 
flect, that our turn may, perhaps, be next; that, 
at the very beft, we have no time to lofe, and 
that it highly behoves us to call our w^s ipi- 
mediately to remembrance j to make, hafle, 
(for death will not wait for us) to make hafte, 
and prolong not the time, to keep God's coqi- . 
mandments. When, in fhort, we coniider the 
extreme uncertainty of life, and the abfolute- 
certainty of appearing before our Judge in the 
very fame ftate in which that life is takea 
away from us, with all our fins and all our in-« 
firmities to anfwer for, we can never confent 
to^ truft our all on fo precarious a bottom, nj:a 
tq let our moA importiant concerns lie at the 

mercy 
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mercy of every accident that may befall us. 
The lofs of a year, the lofs of a day, may be 
the lofs of heaven : *' thou fool, this night 
** ihall thy foul be required of thee." This 
was faid for our admonition: and if, under 
this apprehenfion, we^ can calmly lay ourfelves 
down to fleep, without reviewing our condud:, 
or preparing ourfelves to wake, as we may do, 
in another wprld, it is in vain to ufe any fur- 
ther exhortations. If an argument fo plain, 
fo fimple, fo forcible, has no influence upon 
our minds, Reafon and Religion can do no- 
thing more for us j our obftinacy is incurable, 
our danger inexpreffible. 

From that danger, may God of his infinite 
mercy preferve us all, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. 
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X Sam« xiiit 14 

» • * . 

THE LORD HAT«[ SOUGHT HtM A MAN 
ATTER HI6 <:fWN HEART, AND THIS 
LOUD HATH COMMAm^fSD illM TO SB 
CAPTAIN OTER HJ$ PBQPLE,. 






♦^rnp^ERE is*«o need to i^ortnyou, '^t 

Jl^ the per£bn j^ken of ia tibeie wor^s 

is David Jking of Ifrael. Tke aj^ktieil 9^ 

THE MAN AFTER God's OWN nEA)tT> is 

a well-known diftiniftiont which hav^f^ ne^ 

•' This ffermoii was xnigtoMy written imd preithed 1)efote 
ite ta^trfity of Cioibrii^, ui tlie year 17^1^ in lOif^er ^ a 
proline and licentioos pam{44et» which had its da^ of CelebiCty 
.ftnd applaufe among a certai|| clafs of readers ; but is now> as it 
deferred XO\Jt, and %s is the ufual fate of fuch pf-ododibtis, ^- 
i6jt^1htgt>U Tfadfe t^aru xif the ftf-xnon^ thercifore, which had 
AUiore knm^^dtate reference to that pubHcaiion,Ju« now omitttd; 
and the whole is rendered lefs polemical and more pradical* 
mdiitwtak, ll^^isiMipiBd^ snere^eneraliy nicflid. 

H 2 vtr 
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vcr been cxprefsly beflowed on any other, has, 
by long ufage,been appropriated folely to him*. 
The reafon of his being fo diftinguiftied, is ge- 
nerally piefumcd^o be the excellence of his 
moral conduct : becaufe a God, who is of purer 
eyes ^an to behold iniquity, can never be fup- 
pofed to delight in it; which it is thought 
muft be the cafe,iif the man after his own heart 
was in any degree an immoral man. On 
• thd "ftfength of Ifliis iuppofition,' foftie mif- 
taken friends of Re%i6h, ih order to vindicate 
God's choice, hive thought it iieceffary to 
prove David*s pivate charaftcr perfedly un- 
exceptionable ; and fome inveterate enemies of 
Religibn, in b#der to ftigmatize diat chofcfe, 
ii4ve taken 60 Icfs pains to make him appear 
compleatly deteftable. But both the one and 
the other fcem to me to have miftaken the cafe, 
and mifapplied their labour^ It was not, I 
conceive, for the unblemiflied fandtity of his 
life, but for reafons of a very diflferent nature 
that king David was diftinguifhed by the ho- 
nourable title afligned t6 him in the text. 

It is, I believe, uaiverfally allbwed, that the 
chief defign of God in feparating the Jewifli 

• Yet appelbdoi^s of nearly the fame import have beea 
applied to others. See below, p. ioj(, 3, 4, &C 

. nation 



natlcto froxn die reft of mscnkind* was top^r^ 
petuate the knowledge of himfelf hy mt^s^ 
of this peculiar people^ and to )prcfir^e the 
worfliip of the one true God amidft rfA ido- 
latrous world* . This was the grand founda'*'^ 
tion of the whole Jewiih -polity • the maia, 
purport of their laws; the principfc of all^ 
God's dealings towards .them* Whoever,- 
tjherefore, - exerted himfelf vigorouily tod c$- 
fedually in promoting this great end of the 
Jewifli theocracy, might, with the ftrid^ft 
propriety, be called a man after God's bwnr^ 
heart; becaufdhe adted in conformity to the- 
niain purpofe of God's heart : he did the very 
thing that God wanted to have donej; he for- ^ 
warded the grand defign that he Ixad in view*. 
Now this was precifcly the charader of 
David, the diftinguifhing excellence of his 
life. . He was a fincere and hearty lover of. 
his country, a zealous obferver of its laws,^ 
in oppoiition to all idolatry, from which he' 
ever kept hi^^tfelf and his people at the ut- 
moft diftance *. It was not, therefore, on ac- 
count of his private virtues, but his fubHc 
conduct ; not for a ipotlefs purity of manners. 



■ ( 



See Le Clerc on Ads xiii. 22 ; Patrick on 1 Kings xv. 5».5» 
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but for hit abhorrectce o£ idoktty, and: 
^aa£t adherence to die civil and religious^ 
It ws of hk conotty^ that Ekivid was honourcsb 
wtfth Ae mxoit of the man a£ter God's own 
heart ^^ If any Chriftian writers have fup^ 
pofedl ibsA this title was^ the mark of m^ai 
fi(r/^ia99 ^d in coniequence of that have 
e;(^i^d David's oharad^r into a ftandard of 
vijrtus^ they have^ with a very good meaning 
pefhaps,, done a very injudicious thing. The 
^x|ilaOijdQf3i here given feen^s moft agreeable 
1» the t^tguage of the Scripture^> to the ge- , 
oedil t^iKHtti! of David's condudv to th& na«. 

*'Oii^r€iQark«]>l(e io^^e of Da>d4'sv icrqpDkuis obfer* 
vance of the law»^ in ]^un£lually CQjnplyiqg with the prbhibition 
gtVen in Deut. xrii. i6, againft the nfe of cavalry in war> fee 
5k Bitejp. Sksi^iocx on Prophecy, DWL 4. p. 370-^575. 
An^ perhaps hi$ kiYam^^C obecUenc& to th^s imfi^oruot law« 
** which wa9 to be a fi;^4ing trial of prince and people> whethc/, 
^*' they had xrufk and confidence in God their deliverer/' might 
c^tqilMitfr not JiflictbtoMd-dis procuring him rHa fomuoh en* 
vkddipiA^^Qf 

^ Ix'^ cenaipj that Abraham wa3 cabled tqjz frjb^d oy- 
GoD» (a diftinftion no lefs remarkable than king David's) 
for die reaibns here affigned ; for his adhering to the belief and 
«i[0!itfllfp:ofth!Q oi»e.triie God, ia oppofirion to the> idelatroos na« 
tioi).s^ amppg^ i^hom h^ l^ved. See CJarice's rer^on9« vol^ ij, 
Difc. 38. p* 50« Dublin edition, 1751, and Le Clerc on t^ei. 
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fare of the Jewiffi difprai£icioii| aod the itilen^ 
tions of its Divine AudioiTr 

To what has been uiged in hvcrxe tli this 
interpretation, by a very eminent Writer ♦, may 
be added I that tiK)ugh David is in this finglQ 
pafiage called a nmn after God's own he&rt ; 
yet it is afterwards only faid of Himy in com- 
mon with fcveral other Kings, that he *' did 
** that which was right in the eyes of the 
^ Lord -f ;" which expreiEon feems intended 
to convey, and indeed naturally does convty, 
Ae feme meaning as the other. For it will 
not be ^fy to point out a difference betwixt 
acting ** according to any one's heart/' and 
doing that which *^ is right in his eyes/* 
By determining therefore the fignification of 
this phrafe, we fhall arrive at the true value 
of that made ufe of in the text. Now the 
expreffion of ** doing that which is right in 
•• the eyes of the Lord/* js conftantly and uni- 
£^mly applied to thofe^ who were eminent not 
f^ much^r their virtues in a private, as theif 
zeal in a regal, capacity ; for their averfion to 
^latry, and fcrupulous obfervance of die law# 

* See Divine Legation of Mofes, voL iii, b. 4. f. 6. p. 354* 
Jdedi;, 
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Thusji vfh^ it is faid of Afa*, that he did that 
which was " good ^nd right in the cyes.of thq 
** Lord ;/ the reafon afligned for. it is, *f he- 
^* caufe he took away the altars of the ftrange 
^\ gods, aad the high pkces, aod brake down 
"the images, and cut down the groves; and 
** commanded Judah to feek the Lord Gpd of 
** th^r fathers, and tp do the law and the 
** commandment/' Not a word of his jnoral 
charadler, though from his doing that which 
was not only right but good, one might na- 
turally have expedled it. Again, when we 
are told that Solomon's heart was not perfeSl^ 
with the Lord his God ; that he went not 
fully after the Lord as did David his father; 
the proof alledged is, that his wives turned 
away his heart after other gods;f-.^ Whence, 
it evidently appears, that the perfeSiion of 
David's heart confifted principally in his. in- 
violable attachment to the worfhip^ of the 
true God, from which he never deviated of: 
turned a fide, " cither to the right hand or to 
*' the left/' 

If this explanation be, as.it appears to be, 
conformable to truth and Scripture, the fol- 

* 2 Chroo. XIV. 2, 3» 4. f i Kings xi. 4* 
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towing very ufeful confequences do naturally 
acd immediately flow from it. 

I. That, in order to vindicate God's choice 
pf ** ^man aftec his. own heart/' or the truth 
of the Scriptures, in relating it, there is, no ne-- 
^effity to prove his moral condud: ./au/t/e/s, 
or to obviate all the accufations^ which have 
been brought againft him ; becaufe this choice 
having proceeded on other principles, his pri- 
vate cgnduft is- foreign to the queftion*. 
. II.. . That we, cannot draw conclufiohs in 
:^vouf of any crime, fo as to juftifyit in our- 
felvesi from its having been committed by ** a 
*f man after God's owji heart." Becaufe, 
though, his. conformity to the divine will in 

• It has been otferved, that David's moral character feems 
to be pronounced faultlefs, (i Kings xv. 5,) except in the mat- 
ter pf Uriah. We reply, that the Scripture in this (as in 
many other places) muft necefTarily be underHood to fpeak only 
in general; intimating, that King David's condu^ was, in the 
main, good and right, and though he might be guilty of other' 
ftaks, yet none of them were fo grofs and enormous, fo dire^y 
repugnant to the exfre/s comntaniis of God, as this ; and there- 
fore not fo neceifary to be pointed out, and particularly diftin« 
guiihed. Whoever is well acquainted with the Scripture 
phcafeology muft allow, that it not only admits, but perpetually 
requires, fuch reflri^iions as this. See Matth. v. 48. and 
Clarke's Sermons, vol. v. p. 6i, and vol. ii. p. 404, Dublin 
editioi?, 8vo. 175 !• 

fomc 
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feose^^ery material ipftances^ did juftly ienthlo 
him to that appeHatioa ; yet every vicious €x«» 
cdSr was in binty (as it muft be in every human 
creature) the objed of God's utter deteftation, 
^st^ very often too of his feverefl vengeance. 

IIL That they who have taken fo much 
pains to ridicule and vilify the charade of 
Bavidt vrith a view of wounding the autho* 
rity of the Scriptures throogh his fides, have 
only fhewn thek malevolence, vvitfaout efiedt* 
ing tdieir purpofe. Becaufe their whole rta- 
ibning being founded on a prefumption> that 
David wa$ feledtd t^ God, on account of 
ipma peculiar moral excellency 5 this foun(fo« 
tbn being withdrawn, the whole fuperftmc^ 
ture of cavils and calumnies raifed upon it falls 
entirely to the ground* 

Let it Tioty however, be mferred from anjr 
thing here faid^ that king David's chariadter 
ought, by any means, to be viewed in* that 
odious light in which thde writers have endea- 
voured to place it. For although it muft be con- 
£eired* that, his moral conduit is far from being 
irreproachable ; yet it is na lefa true, that (ex^ 
ceptingthoffe known and acknowledged crimes, 
which ho one pretends to J)alliate.or deny, and. 

+ which 
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which He himfelf deplored with the deepeil pe^ 
aitenco and contrition) every ftain which has 
widi (b much malev<dent induftry been thrown 
upCHi his name, may be, to a great degree, 
t£ not compleatly, done away« It is not my 
defi^ to enter here into a particular confutat- 
ion of all the calumnies and accufations which 
hai^ been brought againft him* It wouU not 
be fuitable to the nature, or reducible to 
die isAial bounds of a difcourfe of this kind. 
But as the heavieft, and, indeed, the only plaur- 
fibte charge, which has been urged, not only 
againft David, but the whole Jewifh nation, 
is that of cruelty 5 a charge, which, widiout 
any of thofe exaggerations it has received, is of 
itielf apt to make the deepeft impreflions on 
die honefteft minds 5 for thefc reafons, I fhall* 
^gg^ ^ few considerations in regard to this 
particular ; which may ferve to put the un- 
wary a little upon their guard, to remove aff 
unneceflary and invidious aggravations, and* 
account, in fome meafure, for what, perhaps, 
can neither be wholly juftified nor cxcufed* 

We y[ho live in thefe enlightefned and po- 
liihed times, when our manners are foftened 
lOf the lUdieral arts^ and our fouls humanized' 
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by the benevolent fpirit . of Chdilianity ^ . am 
fliocked beyond meafure at many things, which,, 
in the ruder ages of antiquity, were, not looked 
upon with fo much abhorrence as they deferve*. 
We cannot help bringing thofe tranfiKSliqns. 
home to ourfelves^eferring them to our own 
age and nation, ^uppofing them to be done wil- 
der t^ fame a(ivantages which we at prefcnt 
^njoy, and confAquently as involving the iame, 
degree of guilt that we qurfelves fliould incur 
by the commiflion of the fame crimes* Bjyit. 
though this is a very natural, it is by na means: 
an equitable, way of judging. lil deciding oa 
the merit or demerit of gny men, orfoeiety of 
men, in a remote period, we ought certainly to. 
take into confideration the general character of 
the times in which they Uved, the p^culi^f 
modes of thinking, and rules of adling, which, 
then prevailed. If we apply this o^fervation 
to king David, we (hall find, that he lived 
in an age when the world, was funk in igno-^ 
ranee and barbarity ; when men were divided, 
into a, nuxi>ber of petty kingdoms^ an4. fpiall, 
communities ; when they (hut them^y v^5,up 
in ** fenced cities," and leldom went out of 
them^ but to fight with their neighbours ;. /or: 

every 



evcrjr hd^ijoui' -was of courfe an enemy % 
Scarcerarry ofher art^ t»^ then-known^ But the 
art of ^r^ which 'coAfiifted in deftroying as 
crtiany-ais'the^ poflibly coikld, andenflaving the 
•reft,*^ in fuch a ftate of things it muft necet- 
farily follow, • that men familiarized to blood, 
and- trained up to flaughter, would becomei in^ 
fenfibly ftecled againft the impreffions of hu» 
inariityi and contrad: a habit of cruelty, which 
would give a tinge to the whole current of 
their lives, impart even to the fece of peace 
itfelf too fangiiine a complexion, and diificffalour 
the whole intercourfe of 'civil^ fecial, altl do-^ 
meftic x)fHccs. We arc not then to w©nder, 
that the Jews themfelves were infcfted with 
-this^epiderhical ferocity of manners. We are 
not to charge them with miore than theif 
Ihare x>£ the common guilt, we are not to rc^ 
prefcnt them as a peDpie dijlmguijhed by their 
cruelty, but as conftituting a confiftentpart of 
a barbarous world. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that though 
this way of reafoning is ta be admitted in ge-». 
neral, yet it has not the fame force in regard 

4 

^ The ftate of our own kingdom under the Saxon heptar« 
chy, may, perhaps, give us feme faint idea of the barbarity of 
sU kingdoms in the earl/ ages of ^e worlds 

to 
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jEio the fews as rthcn applied io ^y k^hermt^ 
tion ; becaufe they being God's cho£bn and pe* 
ciiHar peopte^ ought to be found fupefior is 
l^enevolence^ as wtU a^ every odber ;virtue» to 
4he refl of mankind. But it muft ever be le^ 
ineinbered» (what God himfelf frequently de» 
dares ♦>) that it was iK>t for their ** own hkts^^^ 
for Aeir " own righteoufiiefs^'* diat they were 
chofen» but (as in the particular cafe c^ king 
Da^yid above ikted) for other reafoms j for 
preleriring the knowletj^» and promoting tltt 
worfliip^ of the oik true God; forin^ufefting 
hisditine power in working niiraclQS^ aad &r 
execuiing his judgments on thofe impehkent 
iftations> whofe enormous wickedneis was thea 
sipe for vex^eancb. The moral goodnefs diere?- 
fere, of the Jews iDeing . no pecuHal: ob}e<9b of 
God'« choice, we are not on^that account 
merefy to e3q>e£l; Irom them imy unconunoa 
degrees of virtue, or any exemption from the 
reigning vices of their age. 

Nay, fo litde reafon have we to expeft any 
extraordinary inftances of humaiiity from^ the 
peculiarity of their circutnftanC^ that thb 
very peculiarity might, without great care and 
circumfpedion, have been apt to give an un- 

favourable 
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fevourable turn to their difpofitton» The^dif- 
|;iiK9:it)n beftowed u|>oii thefn» though fiat in 
jscsMty for their own merit;, yet in preferem» 
to the reft of the world, was not wnlikely td 
iaipiiic them v^itix too high^an opinion of them-? 
fcW^ and too conteo^ptible a one of others* 
Their ^xc\n&cm frtxn a free and general inter- 
coufie with the furifotinding riatbn^i, (though 
abfcduftdij neceflary for the moft important 
purpofes) m^t, however^ tend* to contnwft 
tl^ir Dotion^ and confine llieir benerdehce« 
That extreme abhorrence in which tlaiey very 
jtiftfy held the vices of their neighbours, might 
ibmetimes exceed tlic bounds of virtuous in- 
dignation : and diat uniiapi^, though necef* 
ftrj% taik impofod upon them, of deftroying 
&e finful nations of Canaan, might too eafily 
lead them to tranfgrcfs the laws of humaniiy 
ca Seis juftifiable ocoiiions. If, under theie 
eircmnfbnces, the Jews were not more inhu^ 
man than their neighbours, they certainly do^ 
fervc fome prfti£e ; if they wcr^, there are, you 
fee, many mitigating pleas in their favour; 
2U^ the bkme will not reft, either on the tem- 
per of the people, or the temper of their re^ 
ligion. 

It 
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It has, I know, been frequently aflerted, 
that the cruelty of the Jews exceeded that of 
any other people, not only of their own timesi 
but in any age of the world; This, hbweter, 
has been much more confidently advanced 
than clearly proved. From what little we can 
learn of the nations cotemporary with the 
Jews, in the early periods of their history, there 
is not the lead reafon to imagine, that they 
were of a more merciful difppfition ; and if 
we hear ^ lefs of their cruelty, it is becanfe we 
know lefs of their hiftory *. What renders 
this extremely probable is, that in much later 
ages, when the minds of men were greatly foft- 
iened and fubdued by the improvements of 
civil life, we meet with much lefs real, though 
more oftentatious, humanity than amongft the 
Jews ; and I believe there are very few here, 
whofe recolledion will not readily fupply them 
with repeated inftances of cruelty, in the moft 
flourishing periods of the moft civilized Hea* 
thens, which far furpafs any that can be pro^ 

* From the horrid cuflom which we know prevaUed aradngll 
the Canaanites of facrificing their children to their idols, we 
may rationally prefume^ that the Jews were much outdone in 
ads of barbarity by their neighbours. 

duced 
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4ciced from the mofl: fangulnary tranfadions of 
the Jewifh people*. 

Whatever were the inhumanities of the. 
ifraelites, they had not, however, that aggra- 
vation, with which thole of the Pagans were 
fjrequentljr attended, that of being exercifed oi> 
their own countrymen, their moft faithful de- 
pendents, their neareft relations, and deareft 
friends. The proofs of their cruelty are prin- 
cipally, if not wholly, taken froni their treat- 
ment of the idolatrous nations around them* 
But when we reflefl:, that the laws of nature, 
and the rights of nations, were not then fo 

^ Several afls of cruelty'whteh Ji^v^ been afc^d to King 
David and the Jewiih people, appear, on a more accurate ex- 
amination, to have been grounded on an incorred trahilation of 
particular paflages of thh-Old Tedament. Thus it is Ia!!d^ 
t Sara. xli. 31. that whenRabl^h (tH^ capital city of the Am* 
monites) was taken, " David brought forth the people that 
** were therein, and put them under Taws and under harrows of 
^ iron, and under axes of iron, and made them pafs through 
•• the brick-kilns-.*' HenCe it is inferred, that he j)ut them to 
death with the moft exquifite and unheard-of torments. But it 
has been ihown by feveral learned cridcs, that our verfion of 
this place would have been more accurate, and more'ftri£Hy con- 
foraiaUe to the original, if it had rendered the paiTagc thus : 
He put them to faws arid to harrows of iron, and to axes of iroo, 
and made them pafs hy or to the brick-kilns : that is> he put 
them to hard labour, with die took and in the places here fpe** 
cified. . See Mr. Ormerod's remarks onDr.Prleftley's Difqoi- 
£tions, &c* 2d ed. p. 72. 

^ Vol. II. I dearly 



114 SERMON V* 

clearly afcertained as they have fillce beeri j 
that wars were then waged 6n favage, unre- 
lenting, exterminating principles; and that 
thofc nations which felt the wei^t of their 
heavieft vengeance, were not only their avowed 
and inveterate enemies, but fo incorrigibly and 
abominably flagitious * as to call aloud for pu- 
riifhment, of which the Jews were only inftni- 
ments in the hand of the Almi^ty ; it will be 
cafily feen, that fuch proofs are by np means 
pertinent and fatisfaftory* The truth is, thefe 
tranfient arid cafual inftances of cruelty, though 
they are fuch as at firft fight muft neceflarily 
ftrike isitid oShnd us matt:, y« are not fo pro- 
per to determine a natipnal charafter, and de- 
nominate a people confHtutionally barbarous, 
as thofe ^aMtfhed and- permanent maxims of 
internal and domeftic cruelty, which never ex- 
ifted in the Jewifh gQverflment, but vwre um-% 
VeHklly received and pra<ffcifed, were encou- 
raged by the law^, and applauded by the hif- 
torians> of thofft ve^y nations,, who efte^med 
ftiwi called all-odicrs in refpefl? of themfelvesf 
barbarians. It is thefe, which, though lefs in- 
^fted on: by writers, and lefs afifendAi tft igr 

f See a det^ ef their execrable vices, Ler* xvjii. 

reader^i. 
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tfS4^%* WS ypt ipor? rcpuguant to hjtiipianity, 

TOQfe deftrttftiye! tP ^e ipecie^, fnd mprie c^a- 

la^^pftick and decifive evidepces of a male- 

XQle;?t fpirifc t^i^n thpfe acqideijital pu^r^gc^ 

and exc?fle8> on wjbipl^ hiftofians generally la- 

yiiJi all the hprrqr? of 4?icriptiop f. 

I am 

* There is fcarce any author* antient or modemy who has in- 
veighed with fuch indifcriminate and unmeanired rancour ag^na 
Ac whole Jewidi nation, as Mn Voltaire. There are few of 
his latter prpfe poblicatioas in which he has not introduced tlus 
unfortunate people, for the purpofe of loading them w^th re*^ 
proach or ridicule. But his zeal fometimes outruns K» pru«- 
dence and his regard to truth, and inifead of excitip| the ipdigt 
naticMA of mankind againft thenu turns it upon hyn(i?lf. A* 
mong numberless inftances of this fort, I Aiall only fingle out 
one,* In his DiSiionaire Philofophique, Art. jirthr$popha^es,^^ 
informs us, that from the time of J^zekiel the J^wsmu^ hav^ 
been in the habit of eating human fle(h ; becaufe that prophet 
ttflures them, that if they will defend them(e)ves courageouily 
againil the Song of Ferfla, they Qiall not only eat the hor/es of 
thdr enemies, but the bmfemen and the luarriors them/el'ves. 
How wi)i the reader be aftoniflied, (if he is not a little acquainted 
'With the character and manner of IJvIn Voltaire) when, on look- 
ing into Ezekiel, he finds, that the whole of this is a compleat 
f;d>iication ; and that it is not tbi Jen»9Sy but the ravenous birds 
and tbe beafts of ihefieldi who, in the bold and figurative Ian- 
-guage of Prophecjr, are called upon *' to eat the flefh of the 
** mighty, and drink the Uood of the priQces of the eardu'* 
;£ze)t. xxxix. 4, 17, 18, &c. 

It is a great p\ty that this iivdy writer did not, for his own 
credit, pay a little more regard to the fage advice of a friend^ 
who knew him aad his practices wellj the \^% ^g of Pmffia* 

I 2 " That 
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' I am aware, indeed, that the extirpation of 
fhe Canaanitcs was enjoined by the Mofaical^ 
laws, and that the Jews were forbid by no lefs 
than Divine authority to (hew them any mercy 
or compaflion. This is true ; and at the fanie' 
time very tonfiftent with ailifpenfation in thc^ 
inain benevolent. For when we confider 
God in the light he fhould always, witH re- 
ipe(ft to thofe times, be confidcrcd in, not only 
as the common Governor of all mankind, but 
as the more immediate Ruler and Legiflator 
of the Jewifli nation ; and as enforcing obe- 
die'rice to his authority, againft the Jews in 
particular, amongft all nations in fome mea- 
fure, by temporal punifhmcnts and rewards^; 

That prince, in one of bh letters to him, aUuding to a certaift 
well-known tranfadion of Voltaire's with a Jewiih merchantr 
which ^ his majefty calls a vile bujine/s, (and which, perhaps^ 
might be one reafon of thb author's implacable enmity to the 
whole nation) fays to him, ** I hope you will have no more 
** quarrels either with the Old Teftament or the New. Such 
<* conteds are dilhonourable; and though poffefled c^more go* 
f< nilts than any man in France, you cannot avoid finally injor- 
^ ing your reputation by the difgrace of fuch condud.'* Pefibu' 
mus IVofks of Fred. II. voL vii.^ lett. 245^ p. 402. . 

The J^ws, however,^ have met with a very able and eloquent 
defender in the ^cithor o£ Leitres de quelfues Juift, Portugaist^ 
AUemandst nM.de Voltaire. Paris, 1769^-— See alfo Div. Leg. 

vol. iv. b. 5. f. I. p. 13Q, 

it 



|t was no more a violation of mercy in him tq 
ipnad:, or in them to execute, fuch a penal law 
againft the Canaanites, than it would be in s^ 
Prince.to punish hi5-ret)ellipus fubjefts by the 
hands- o£fhii5,faitbfi^pnes> or in them toinflidt 
that puniihment. Such e?camplcs pf feve- 
Tity are neceflary to the very being of a ftatc, 
and ferve at once to reprefs the infolence of the 
wicked, and tp fecure the obedience of the 
•good*^ 

. If this exception be, as it certainly ought to 
-be, admitted ; and if we rpake fuch other equi* 
table allowances, as the ftaje of Religion, and 
4he ftate of Society, at j^attime, doneceflarily 
-require; the Mofaical hvf will, I am per-^ 
dfuaded, appear infinitely fuperior, in point of 
humanity, to ajl t^e inftitut^qijs ^f the mofl: 

♦ The ablblute neceffity of extirpating the Cana^te^ 

or at leaft decoying their national polity; tbe p^9ujj^ pro» 

pricty of doing this by the fword of theJqjvs^ Jbe great an4 

.benevolent purpofes that were anfwered J)y their reparation 

from the world ; the advantages that ail othtr nations dprived 

from it ; and many other particulars of the divine ceconbmy 

.with regard to this extraordinary people; fee clearly an4 ^Wy 

explained in Bijhof Law's Confiderntions tft tbt Theory ^^fUgiw^ 

' fr9m,p. 82, to p. 98, 3d edit. 

Vide Butler's Analogy, part ij. ch. 3. -p; Z67. 4th edition, 

I 3 . ^debrate^ 
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celfebritcd lawgivers bf antiquity. It abounds 
with injiiridions of mercy knd pity, not only 
to Jews, biit to ftr^angers, to enemies, and even 
to thofe who had moft cruelly and injurioufly 
opprcfTed them. ^* If thy brother be waxen 
** poor knd ^en ih decay with thee j then 
** thoii /halt relieve him 5 yea, tliough he be 
** a ftranger or a fojotirnef, that he may live 
** with thee. Take thou lio ufury of him, or 
increafe; but fear thy God, that thy bro- 
ther may live With thee. Thou fhialt not 
opprefs a ftranger. Thou fhalt love him as 
thyfelf. Thou ftialt not athor an Edo- 
*^ mite : tnou fhalt riot abhor an -Egyptian. 
*• If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his afs go- 
ing aftfay, thou fhalt furely tring it back to 
him." The difpofitiohs in favour of thb 
poor are truly fingular and amiable. ^* Thou 
^' ihalt not harden thy heart, nor fhut thy hand 
•^from thy poor brother ; but thou ftialt open 
*Vthy hand wide unto him; knd flialt fiirely 
** lend him fufficient for his need. When ye 
reap the harvcft of your land, thou flmlt not 
wholly reap tfie corners of thy field ; nei- 
ther fhalt thou gather the gleanings of thy 
'• harveft ; and if thou have forgot a fheaf in 

3C "the 
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'* the field, thou fhalt notgo again to fetch i%; 
^' and when thpu beateft thine olive-tree, tho» 
** (halt not go over the boughs ^gain ; when 
** ihou gathereft the grapes pf thy vineyard, 
^ thou fhajt not glean it afterward? ; it (h^U 
^' be for the jftranger, the fathqrlefs, and the 
'* widow *." The provifions made fpr the 
Security and comfort of that moft ufcf\J, 
though too often njoft wretched, part pf th? 
fpecies. Haves and fervants, are entirely worthy 
of a law that came down frpm Heaven. Th&t 
abfolute and unUjnited power over the lives pf 
flaves indulged to their tyrannical mailers hy 
^Imoft all Heathen lawgivers, a power xpqfi 
fcandalouily abufed to thedifgrace of all h^- 
manity, was effedually reilrained by the Jew- 
j(h law, which puniihed the murder of a flayc 
with the utmoft rigour J, The kindnefs en- 
joined towards hired fervants is moft remark-r 
able. ** Thou fhalt not opprefs a hired fervant 
"that is poor and needy; whether, he be pf 
^' thy brethren or of thy ftrangers that are ia 
^* the land within thy gales* At his day thou 

• Ltv. XXV. 35, 36. Ex. xxiii. 9. Lev. xix. 34. Deut# 

xjdii. 7. Ex. xxiii. 4. Deut. xv. 7, ?. Lev. xix, g, lo,' 

peut. xxiv. 19. 

1 ^x. xjd. z6* 

I 4 /^^fllilt 
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(halt give him his hire ; neither fliall ttie 
fun go down upon it ; for he is poor and 
* ^* fettcth his heart upon it* . Thou-fhalt not 
*^ rule over thy brother with rigour §." Tfic 
injunftions refpe<3ing flebrew *flaves were no 
lefs merciful. •* If thy brother, a Hebrew 
'* man, or a Hebrew woman, be fold unto 
" thee, and ferve thee fix years, in thefeventh 
*' year thdu fhalt lef him go free from thee; 
*' and thou (halt hot let hiiti go iway empty; 
" but thou fhalt furnilh him liberally out of 
thy flock, and out of thy floor, and out of 
thy wine-prefs t and of that wherewith the 
Lord thy 'God hath blelTed thee, thou {halt 
•' give lihto him J/* it fhoUldfeem alio, as if all 
othejr'bondfnen orflaVes (even thofe that were 

■ * - -. 

captufcd in War of bought from the neighbour- 
ing Heathen nations) were to be emancipated 
in the year of the Jabiiee ; that is, every fiftieth 
year : for it is faid umver/a//y, *' Ye fhaH hal- 
^•'low the fiftieth year, and prockirrr IrAerty 

• Deut.^xxiv. 14, 15. 5 Lev. xxv. 43. 

J Dedt. XV. 12, 13/ 'Other inftances of tkis humanity in 
the JewUh law, may be feen in Deut. xxii. .6, 8. xxiv. 5,6, 
12, 13, to the end. RoulTcau himfelf (Emile^ lib. c. p. 6.) 
commends the benevolent fpirit of the law mentioned Ex. xxii. 
26, 27. See alfo on this point the antient part of the Univerfal 
Hifiory, vol. iiL 8vo. p. i3^iiote b. and p. 152. 

" throughout 
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^^ throughout ali the land, to a// the inhabitants 
*' thereof*/' The utmoft care, in fliort, is 
taken throughout to guard againft every fpe- 
cies of tyranny and oppreffion, and to proteft 
the helplefs and weafc from the wanton info-* 
lence of profperity and pawer. The tender- 
nefs of the divine legiflature thought no crea- 
ture below its notice ; and extended itlelf to 
the minuted: articles of focial and domeftic life> 
which, though unnoticed by lefs befteyolefit 
lawgivers, do, in fad:, conftitute a very grelt 
and effential part pf human happinefs' and 
mifery. 

^ With filch heavenly inftitutioAs as thefc 
(wh^ch we fhall in vain look for in any Pagan 
government) is every page of the Je wifh law 
replete. It is from thefe we are to formoor 
judgment of the Jews, of their Religion, and 
its Divine Author + ; and if thefe had their 

proper 

f Lfiv, XXV. 10. 

f ^ confider^tion of th^ general teroper and difpolition of law . 
will be found of great advantage, to civil life; and will fupply 
us with very ufef ul- theory. It is reaching the heart in ihc firift 
inftance^ and making ourfelves mafters of the genius of a whole 
people at once> by reading them in that glafs which reprefeats 
them bell, the turn of their civil inilitutions. There is icarce a 
pafTage in all antiquity more happily imagined^ than tha^ inhere 
Dcmodhenefr tells u$, that the laws of a country were confidered 

as 
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« 

proper effedt on the manners of tke people, 
they muft have produced upon the whcde a 
conflant and habitual (though, perhaps, from 
the very nature of their fkuation, a confined.) 
benevolence, much fuperior^ not only to that 
of their rude cotemporaries, but to the boafted 
lenity of much later and more polilhed na- 
tions. 

It will be readily underftood, that eveiy 
thing which h^s been here faid to vindicate 
the Jewifh nation in general* from the charge 
-of dj/iinguiped cruelty ^ is applicable to King 
David in particular. But he may alfo lay 
claim to forae peculiar indulgence from the 
lingularity of his own circumftances, which 
were frequently very unfavourable tohuma* 
nity. It was his fortune to pafs through al- 
moft every fcene of life, and to meet with al- 
moft -every incident in his way, Aat could be 
injurious to his temper, or give an edge to his 
refentments. Extremes of happinefe or mifery, 
'fudden trarifitions from the one to the other, 
the periecutions of enemies, and the unkind- 

-«8 thenohils t)f 'a'ibce* and die charai^r of a wkole^icople 
tafcencoHcaiilidy. Dr. T^ht^s -Elimtuts of CpvULaw, «d 
>iDdU»p<^t6o. 

iiefs 
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nftfs of friends, are circamftances which fel- 
dom fail of hurting the mind, and vitiating the 
irioft benevolent difpofition. All thefe did 
David experience in quick fucceffion, and in 
their fuUeft extent. 

He was originally nothing more than a (hep- 
hefd ; add at a time when his youth and inex- 
pdri^ce Teemed to difqualifyhim for anymore 
iihpof tant bufinefs than that of feeding a flock, 
he broke out at once the champion and pre- 
ferver of his country. Tranfplantcd on a 
fudden from a cottage to a court, he experi- 
enced alternately the fmiles and the frowns of 
a capricious monarch; was fometimes flat- 
tered with the hope of being united to him 
by the clofefl: bonds of afiinity, and fometimes 
in dangler of beidg ftruck by him with a javelin 
to the wall. Driven at length from his prc- 
fericc, and torn from the arms of thofe he loved, 
*^ his foul was hurited from city to city ;'* 
and after fufiering the lafl diftreffes of human 
nature, he was ftot phly reftored to the honours 
he "had loft, but feated on the throne of If- 
^ael. And here, though furrounded with ail 
the pleafures and magnificence of an Eaf- 
tern inonarch ; yet was he at the fame time^ 

not 
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.not only harrafled with the common Uncafi^ 
neffes of life, and the cares infeparable from 
royalty, but experienced a fucceffion of the 
bittcrcft fufferings and the heavieft domeftic 
calamities ; was once more driven -from Jeru- 
falem, deferted by his friends, curfpd by4iis 
enemies, and perfecuted by his darling fon^ 
whofc deatli did indeed put a period to his 
public calamities, but plunged him in the 
dfiepeft afflidtion, and was veiy near bringing 
down his grey hairs with forrow to the gravq. 
' When to thefe private confiderations we add 
thofe more general ones abovementioned, wc 

* 

can hardly be furprized at any excefles of fe- 
verity that King David occafion ally gave way 
tOv. We fhall rather be furprized txb find, in 
fo tumultuous andniilitary a kind of life, many 
ftriking inftances of humanity, many amiable 
teridernefles, many uncommon and heroical 
exertions of generofity, which plainly indicated 
a temper conftitutionally good and right, but 
labouring under the weight of numberleis dis- 
advantages, which fometimes dragged it from 
its true bias, and forced it to take a turn di- 
reftly oppofite to its nitural bent. His cip- 
cumftancos ^xpbfed hit» to a yariity of inJ4i- 

ries 
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fes ahd infults; the live! ine/s of his fenfations 
made him. feel them, the impetuofity of hi« 
paffions made him refent them, too ftrongly* 
And yet, though every thing thus concurred 
t9 ftimulate his revenge, though the guilt of 
indulging it was not then fo apparent and fo 
acknowledged as it now is ; yet did he, on one 
meniorable occafion, refift the flrongeft ini- 
pulfes of this importunate and ungovernable 
paffion, though tempted to gratify it by the 
moft inviting opportunity on his inveterate 
enemy, whofe pail condud: would alnitift have 
juftified any extremity; and whofe removal 
wo*ild not only have put an immediate end to 
his diftreffes, but, in all appearance, opened his 
way to the attainment of his utmoft wiflies^and 
raifed him at once from an exile to a king *. 

It is but juftice alfo to add, that this prince 
had a fenfibility of foul, which, though it gave 
too keen an edge both to his relifh of pleafure 
and his refentment of injury, yet gave at the 
iame time an uncommon fervour to his repen- 
tance, a peculiar vigour and vivacity to all 
his virtues ; rendered him moft feelingly alive 
to the nobleft and the tendereft fentimentsj 

* 

• 1 Sam. xxiv. Vide Peters on Job, p. 552. ' ' ■ '" 

and 
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and infpired him with every lH5eral and fbcial 
afFedtioa that can warm the human breaft^ 
^ O Abfalom, my fon, my fon/' are*Wonls that 
will go to every parent's heart that has expe- 
rienced the fame misfortune, and fpeak to k 
with a force and eloquence that has never yjet 
been equalled. He had, moreover, as his ini- 
mitable writings abundantly teftify, a moik ar- 
dent fpirit of devotion, and a boundlefs zea| 
for the honour of God and the interefts of his 
Religion ; and the general tenour of his con-^ 
duft, when left to its own natural courfe, very 
clearly evinced, that he was, upon the whole, a 
confcientious obferver and a ftj:emious aflertcr 
of the Divine laws, a moft difinterefted and 
aftive patriot, the tendereft of parents, and the 
moft afFedtionate of friends. 

At the fame time, however, that we do juf- 
tice to the virtues of King David, we mufl: ac- 
knowledge and lament his faults, which were 
undoubtedly great, and in one flagrant inilancc 
more efpecially, juftly fubjed himtodiefevcrefl: 
reproach. But while we cenfure ^im gn this 
account, as he deferves, it will be our wifdom 
to look well alfb to ourfelves. To the Infidd 
}Jt is matter of unfpeakable triump}i, that the 

man 
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man after God's own heart fhould have be ea 
betrayed into fuch dreadful crimes. But to 
the Chriftian it muft be a lubjed: of moft fe- 

rious concern and alarni, to obferve fo ftriking 

• 'I 

a proof of the frailty and weaknefs of 'human 
nature, even when ftrengthened by mature 
years, and confirmed by early habits of virtue 
and religion. It holds out to him a moft aw- 
ful leflbn, how indifpenfably neceflary it is, 
even for men of the beft difpofitions and' moft 

exalted piety, to keep fheir hearts with all di- 

• . 

figence ; to watch and to guard thofe paflrons, 
which they feel moft predominant in their 
fouls, with unremitting vigilance, to the kteft 
period of their Itves ; and to apply moft fer- 
vently and ff equently for that help from ibove, 
which is promifed in the Gofpel to evepy iin- 
cere believer, and without which our utmoft 
fefFprts and our firmeft refplutions will, in fbme 
unguarded and unfufpedled moment, give way 
to the impetuofity of paflion, and we fhall be 
linexpededly plunged intoanabyfs of guilt 
indmifery. . 

But, above all things, let us beware o£ per^ 
verting the example of David to (jpr 6wn 
ruin, and of confidering his deviations from 

duty. 
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duty, not as they truly are, a . warnm|; to ns; 
againft danger, but as an encouragement 'ta 
us to tread in the fame unhallowed paths o£ 

1 ' * 4 

vice. Let us not flatter ourfelves, that be- 
caufe HE, fo devout, fo religious, fo diftin- 
guifhed by the favour of Heaven, was once 
moil: fatally feduced into fin, that we may 
therefore commit the fame or fimilar crimes 
with impunity. On the contrary, if thefe 

* ' • , * » , 

crimes appear fo odious and deteftable^ even 
in a Jewifti monarch, who had to plead in his 
excuie (though all excufe was vain) fhe temp- 
tations of a court, the manners of the times, 
the peculiarity of his own circumftances, and 
tljie liberties too often taken by men m his fitu- 
ation ; they inuft aiTume a much more fright- 
ivil afpedt in a private Chriftian, who has none 
of thofe mitigating pleas to offer, who lives in 
much more enlightened and civilized times, 
* has njuch ftrifter rules of moral condudt pre- 
fented to him in the Gofpel, is called to a 
much higher degree of purity and holinefs, 
has far more powerful aid from Heayen to fup- 
port him in his duty, more terrible punifh- 
ments to work upon his fears, and mc>re glo- 
rious rewards to animate his hopes. 

Let 
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- Let it be remember^ too, that the offences 
oF David were by no means paffed over with 
impunity ; thstt he was feverely punifhed for 
ihtm by the remorfe of his own confciqnce, 
by the deep afflidlion into which they plunged 
him, *by the wretched confequences they drew 
after tliem, and by the heavy arid pofitive pe- 
nalties ^denounced and inflifted upbn him by 
God himfelf^ 

Hear how the repenting monarch bemoans 
himfelf in the anguiih of his foul, and' then fay, 
whether his fituation was an ehviafble one ; 
whether you would ciuje to imitate his mif- 
eonduft, and take the confequences, 

*' Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy 
^* great goodnefs, according to the multitude 

of thy mercies do away mine offences. Wafh 

me thoroughly from my wickednefs, and 
*' cleanfe me from my fin ; for I acknowledge 
** my fault, and my fin is ever before me. 
** Make me a clean heart, O God, and rcneW 
^* a right fpirit within me. Caft me not away 
f* from thy prefence, and take not thy Holy 
(' Spirit from me. Thy rebuke hath broken 
^ niy heart, I am fiill of heavinefs ; I looked 
^* for fon^g jtp have pity on jne^ bijt there was 

Voi,.n, K ^'no 
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f ^ no man, neither foim4 I any to coxx^tt me* 
^^ My God, my God, look upoame : why haft 
f* thou fbrfaken me, and art fo far. from mv 
^^ health apd the Meords of my compl^inf . J 
?* cry ia the day-time, and thou hearefl: not ^ 
!' and in the night-feafpn alfo I take no reft* 
** Turn thee unto me^ and baye xnercy upoa 
f^ me, for I api defolajte and in mifery* The 
f *^ forrows of my heart are enlarged, O bring 
thou me out of my troubles. Ljook upon 
my adverfity and mifery, and forgive me all 
my iin. Thine arrows Aick faft in roc, and 
thy hand preffeth me fore : for my wicked^ 
nefles are gone over my head, and are like a 
ibre burthen, too heavy fpr me to bear. I 
am brought into ib great trouble and mifery, 
f* Aat I go moiirning all the day long. My 
V heart panteth, my flxength faileth, and the 
r fight of mii»e eyes ^ gone from nie f ,'* 

It i3 hardly in the power of lac^age tq 
cxprefs greater agony qf mind than this j and 
jao pne^ furely, that reads thefe pafl^ges, cb^ 
yiriSx to undergo the mifery there defcribed. It 
is imppfiible for him, if be is of a found mind, 
to make fo wxetched a bargain for himfelf, as to 

;; P£ 11 Udx» xxv, xxxkvL kc» ifcc. 
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plunge voluntarily into the crimes of the royal 
penitent, that he may afterwards tafte the hitter 
fruits of his contrition and remorfe ; or^ (what 
is flill worfe, and what no finner can be fecure 
againft,) that he may die without repenting at 
ally and rufh into the unceaiing torments of 
*^ a worm that never dies^ and a fire that ii 
•* never quenched'* 
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Jame^ i. 27* 

JPtJRi: RELIGION^ AND UNDEFILSD ^EFORS 
GOD AND THE FATHER, IS^ THIS, TO VI- 
SIT THE FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS IN 
THEIR AFFLICTION^ AND ,T0 KEEP HIM- 
SELF UNSPOTTED FROM THlB WORLD« 

r 

• • . - 

< r 

IT &ould feem &s if Religion Wasi here made 
to con^il: 0nly of two parts; Charity or 
Benevolence refpeftingothers^andPuRiTV 
or SELF-GovERNMENTrefpeifting ourfelves* 
The^rftof thefe. Benevolence^ is charaderiz- 
cd to us by finding out one of the flrongeft of 
our fbcial affedionfii cpmpaflioji towards the* 
diftrefledt which> in the beautiful language of 
Scripture,* is balled ^offiting^ thit is, relieving 
^^ the&therlefs and widows in their ^i<5tion;'' 
a mode of expreffioh vety comsRoU to the ia« 

JC J cred 



134 SERMON VI. 

crcd writers; cfpecially when they are dc- 
fcribing the virtue of Charity, which is almofl 
conftantly reprefented by one or other of its 
moft ftriking features. 

The*c?thter part of Rtli^cm, htrt fpfctified. 
Self- Government, is very diftindly marked out 
by the phrafe of *' keeping himfelf unfpotted 
*' from the worli j" which plainly means a 
total abftinence from the immoral practices and 
ti^la^ful pkafiiru of the^orkl^ a ibid oom'- 
ixiiand (SVer cur irregular uppetites and paflicms ; 
^ zhh&ftt&c^^ "cmj thingtbat tends to de- 
bjlle oilr jQiaiuie^ and contmniQaite-cur foulsi 

Bait it imift'immedktely t)ccuri»€very tme, 
that, befides the two branches of Religion here 
cfRuiaera%ed> «hef« is ^ itAiHi^ ^f wfaidh. St 

stt fi¥& '^^ty k \eStVB <^\m^ff!3tmfy that ^^ 

ttwbft dfifenlial ^rt «f It*, ,PJ«'//, ifp Se '/ttvi-^ 

Which {^cib«Ailiiid^^)ie^Ril^i<>k) '«uly'ii& Itr* 
x^tifafis '4ilfteiW^ 'ia Ood> iUch: t» is pare and 

« 

' • undefilcd 



iindefifcd " before Gbd and ihe Father." And 
the rfeafbn tvHy St. James did not mbrii partlcu-i. 
krly infift oh this point was, becaiife he had 
no ocfcafiori tb prcfs it on the per fons to whoni 
he was writing; That afits of pfety were ne- 
cefiarjr,- they feadily owned; Biit they wer4 
too apt; it .fcems, to thinkj th^ fcarce any 
thing elfe wai neceflatyj and that, provided 
they were punfhial and exaft in theii: devo^ 
iional exercifes^ they tnight tic allowed td 
Hhx a little in ihe govefnmerit of their paf- 
fions; and the duties owing to their neigh- 
bour; St; Jatnes, therefore^ pointing the 
'^(rhole force of his admonition «tgaiilft this dan- 
gerous error, and paffing oveir thbfe religioos 
bbfervanfces; on which they "#erc already dif- 
jjofcd to pique themfclves too much,- reminds 
them in ihc textj that although God wa« ih^- 
deed tb be worfliippedi yet it was to be not 
tjiily widi then- lips, but in their lives j thait 
ReKgioUi that ctcn Devotion irifelf* did not 
confift merely in calHhg upon God's namci 
but in obeying hii laws; in aSs of kindhefe to 
ibeirfeBbw-creattireSi and an unfpotted fen^ 
thy t»f tnamscPB. *• 
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Mno one, therefore, tnfeiv what fbme bav< 
been too wilUng to infer, from the paflage 
before us, that an inoffenjfive, beneficent, and 
tolerably good moral life, is the nvhok of Re- 
ligioni and that the loye of God conftitutei 
no part of our duty* It is, on the contrary, 
€>ur principal and moft important duty, or, as 
the Scriptures cxprefs it, the firfi and gnat 
sommandmg^nt. And as, without Piety, there 
can be no ; Religion, fo without Belief in the 
Sop of God, there can be evidently no Chrifti^ 
anity. Unlefs our virtue is built on this founr 
^afion, unleis it be grounded on true evange.- 
lical principles, it may be very good Pagan 
morality, but it is not Chriftiaa godlincfs. 
And whatever other rewards it may be en- 
titled to, it can have nqr claim to that eternal 
^ne, which is not a matter of right, ftri<aiy 
due to our fervices, but the iree gift of God 
to thofe only that embrace the offers of falva- 
tiQnina4c to them in the Goipel, on the con- 
ditions of a right faith, as yrell as of a right 
CQnduft. Yet it has become of late but top 
common, not only to treat the peculiar dodriros 
of Chriftianity with contempt, and to fct up 
; pruftical morality as |he,fum and fubftance of 

aU 
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all RdBgion ; but what is ftUl more «xtradnli- 
nary, men haVe; /requentty thought, (X pre^ 
tended tO think, that even moiiality itfelf Aras 
not necefTary in all its isxtent;. and that 6£the 
two duties mentioned in the text, CttARiTY 
and Self-Government, it was fully fufE- 
cient to cultivate that which beft fuited their 
ownconftitutions or inclinations. Accordingly, 
diey have very feldoni paid a due regard to 
bbdi thefe at the fame time; but flighting each 
of them in their turn, have perfuaded them- 
felves^ that the obfervance of the one would 
atone for the negled: or violation of the 
other. 

Thefe aiTertions might very eafily be proved 
by fafts ; and it would be no unpleafing, nor 
perhaps unprofitable fpeculation, to trace the 
various revolutionis that have happened in the 
opinion and the practice of mankind with re-* 
gard to thefe two Chriftian virtues. But it is 
fufficient for my prefenf purpofe to obferve, 
that as the diftinguiftjin^ charader of our fore- 
fathers in the laft age was precifenefe and feve- 
rity of manners; we, their defcendents, on the 
contrary, have taken up Benevolencfe for our 
favourite virtue: and that lame vigour of 

mind, 

X 
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mind; and national vdieraenee of tetnjktv 
intach carried tbem fuch renr^Eirkabk tetigths kt 
^le rugged paths of moral difciplinc^ has widt 
x» tzksa a difiTertnt dire£Hoii, and a gayer 
took; is ftirring up aU the humane arid t^ider 
affedions within our fbuls> and urging us od 
to the nd)leil exertions of generofity and be* 
neficence. 

For to dfvLf prake it muft be dwndd^ thai: 
it wifl not be eafy to find any age or na- 
tidn in which both private and public bene-^ 
volence was ever carried to jfi> high d pitchy 
or diftributed in fo many different channels/ 
as it is amongft ourfelves at this day< Nutoe- 
rotts as die evils are to which man is natu^ 
rally iubjedt, and induibious as he is in 
creating olhers by his own follies and indif^ 
cretionsy modern charity is 0^ equ^S and 
prefent t(^ them all> and accommodates itfelf 
to the many various (hapcs in which toimart 
miiery appears. It feeds the hungry, clothes 
^e naked, vifits the fick, pitoteds the widow/ 
relieves ^ ftrangef, educates the <M-phari, inn 
ftrufts the ignorant, reclaittis the finnef , re-^ 
ceives the penitent. Sd far, then, you havtf 
donib Weil ; you havt difcharged, perhaps, one 

branch 



branch bf year dmy^ bm hbttr kavte you per-^ 
fettned die x)tlkbrs f What m^d, tOfDtt^ tfpi^ 
cially, have you paid to that vtrtue which i» 
linked Svith dwufity in the wry vrords of the 
text? Wh^ you ** vifit the fatheriefs and^ 
^ widcH^s itt ti^eSr tdfflkttoto^ do ytni ktep^ 
** )to\Mfedyes uni^ted f«m the w Atc 

^on plain and fimple in your diet and yoiir 
0Xitc ? ^e yodi fcd)er, ckaft^ iand mod^ft } 
Are yoa temporal til yow pleafares^ aiid daf^ 
creet in ycAn: ttmufemeiits^^ Do yiDQ ^kig:le 
£:^ud6^nd rc^eocbn mhik hufineis and ^?^^ 
Ibobcy ? Dioyoa bridle your toi^gue^ ^d ^d^ 
derate y^or ddfifes ? ^IX2> yoii kee^ your b^le^s 
un^r «nd brii^g ith^m into fofajie^^ionf Do 
you xrtKctfy the flefh with aU its afib3:ioQa 
and loibf Do yoa careftdly avoid every thing 
tSiat ttiEty kfkme land diitmiate yMtf paffionst? 
Are ydti^ in ilK>rt> a^ rigc^otks to you^rfehi^ as 
you are benevolent to others ? If to th4^ 
qudtSons your confci^tes can anfwef, with- 
trvah, in the ^6ktiiative; iind if to all this ytfu 
have aiidf d the (incereft fimtiments of love and: 
gratitude to your Maiker^your^ Redeemer, your^ 
San<^tiikr» ih^, indeed^ you hav« been good 
aisdiaith6d^ervaftt8 to yow heavt&ly Mafter$. 
thttn^ioay yoa &fefyxraiii.yoa»fe)iTi$8 difcipks<)f 
I Chrift; 
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Chdifti and> withJiiimUleTelfatncc ofthH me^ 
rits, not 5rour owb> may expetSt to efater into 
the joy: of your Loril. 

But if; on the contrary, there ire but too 
evideiit marks among certain clafles tif inent 
of ah inextinguifhable thirft fer plea furcr and 
amtifemerit, and'thofe too not always of the 
moft innocent and reputable nature; if luxury 
ilot only prevails as a fafhion, but is fhidied as 
a Icience; if charity is in fome perfons nothing 
more than a cloak for voluptuoufnefs i if bene- 
vblende is indufkioufly and officiotifly, I had 
almoft iaid invidioufly, cried up> andihagnified 
as the onfy duty of a man> nay> eVen of a ChriP 
tian; whilft purity is ridiculed and fet atnoughti^ 
as a four, uhfbcial, unhumanized virtue; id 
called aufterity^ precifenefs» putitahiim, or 
any thing but what it really isi if the natural 
confequences of this licentious doctrine are 
but too vifible in that rapid growth of diflb-* 
lutenefs amongil us, which feems to threaten 
the extindlion of every moral and rdigious 
principle ; if, in fine, the grofleft violations 
of decency, nay, even of connubial fidelity, 
are often treated with levity and. gaiety, afc 
fubjc(3s rather of plcafantry than of rcjproachi: 
and are not only committed without fcruple, 

T. but 
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^^! a^DQwed^ add fometiisies 4e£:h4t(i too, 
withoujt a blqih; if thi^l)c a faithfol portrak 
of our manners/ what infinite caufe rhave w?, 
amidfi: all our boailied ^antks^ to ^emhle ait 
. the danger of our fituatioii t It is incredihlcy 
.if is im^ofSble, that the .righteous Goyernor 
of the TJniverfe can be an unconcerned fpcc- 
tastor of iudi wickcdncfs as this I 
. , But i^ our JBenxvqlence then, you /will 
i^y, of nfl avail ? Will nptthat fheker ua from 
\pmi{bwmt } For durity, we are tqldi f * fliall 
f^ icpver the multitude of fins * :'* and, accords- 
ingly* Wj2 ^ake effeauabcafe that itTjfliall hawa 
,fmiltitade to cover. But ;^Iiofe fihs does St. 
Feter fay tha£ charity fhall coyer ? ; Our own, 
br.thofe of .others? He ipay o^ly mean, th^t 
a chacita^le nian ;will not wantonly dfvu^^ 
but will, cbver^ wSU titrowa veil o^cfi ,thc 
failings of his nei^bour . But fuppofing, whit 
is mbft probahje, that our own fiijs arejncant, 
what fort of fins do you think that chari^ 
ihall coyer? Not, furely, thofe groft, prefiimp- 
tuous habitual ones, which we would g^dly 
fjielter under it; but thofe cafual* flips and 
inadvertencies, thofc alrnqft uos^oidaWe er- 
rors, weaknefiles and imperfeiStions, to which 

... * I Pct,iv. 8. 
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,^ uefy beft of men arc (bbfcQ:, and which 
are fllqioft thex>Aljr.^n8 that a truly chantlble 
maa can have to cover. For what it this 
charl^ at laft, of .whioh foch great things are 
&id in Scripturef-ilead aver that we^knouin, 
and moid eto^upnt ^dcription of it by St. 
•^^, and you will find it to be fomedilng veiy 
different from that ^fe image of it whkfel&e 
piuloibphy nf this wodd has fet up to wor-* 
&ip« Fittm thoAce, from the whok tenoif bf 
Bciipture^ you >wiU find it to be not m^eiy 
«an eafyt undiftlnguifhing^^xid mtttine, or' a 

|i|(Wghdcfs^ prolufcv {)9^^ |>ut 

fOi inward priho^eof univerfalkilidaffis^ioily 
ffeonded in ncAw^ jinproiEed by rcftfon, and 
perf^&ed by gvai^ i reflxaimng us, in the firft 
. jf^ace^^ from doing harm ; then prompting 
us^ on e^eiy occafipciy and towards every per- 
foii> t^ do 1^4 tiHe good we poffiUy oan. This 
i^ the CK% oharity ^at the Gofpei is ac« 
ipudnted wi^ ; the Qnly one^ that, in con« 
j)in6)tie^ wi^ ^^epentg^nce, and faith in our 
IUdsi3incr, pan in the leaft contribute te ob» 
Iftln pardon for our failings, and render us 
jneet fo be partakers of (he k}ng;dom of 
HeaTen. 



^n \^atever fenfe, theot we underftand the 
^?:preffio9 of charity cmering Qurjmsi the (kn^ 
fo^lift can never avaU hinafclf of that prp^ 
^edion> becaufe he a^ts in dired cpntradid^n 
to Ae very firft principles of true Chriftiaa 
jcharity. ^* Loye wdrketh no ill tp hi$ neigh*^ 
f^ bour^*- fays St. Paulj thefefpre Ipve is the 
^ul^Uing of the law ; ^ and therefp^e he who 
works fudi ill to hk neighbour, is the yolupr 
tuary does every day, (by d^ftrpying ^he miOf 
p^ce, the peace^ the comfort^ tjie happinefs, 
f empoml and eternal, df thpfe very perfons for 
whom he p£o£bfles the tep4^eft ii&g^d) nmj$ 
be an utter ftf anger, to reuf phU^nthropy. 
.Thoujjjh he may feed the h^pgty ^^ cjothc 
the naked, and vifit the fatherlefs ^and widowa 
in tl>eif affliftion; yet, if to g^tily his own paf^ 
fions, he plpnges thofe who have pever p#end<* 
jsd him in miiery and diigrace, he is^a hurtful 
fneniber of fpciety. Nay, perhaps \m very 
ifberality and good-nature ferye only to render 
him the more hurtful. Thfy throw a luftre 
^ver the criminal part pE his pbarafter, and 
gender him an objedt of adniiration to th^ 
proud of feryile inutators, who, not having the 
^nfe Co fep^f ^te his yice$ frpm his acccxn* 

plifhments^ 
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plilhments, form their conduft upon his cx-f 
ample in the grofs, and hope - to^ becomfe 
equally agreeable by - being equally Wicked. 
And, as if it was not enough to have thefe 
patterns before our eyes in real life, they are 
once more ferved up to Us iivthe produdtions 
of fome modern writers, who, to the fond am- 
bition of what thqr call copying after nature, 

... • * • 

and of gaining a name, are content to facrificc 
the interefts of Virtue, and to lend a willing 
hand towards finifhing the cbrruption of our 
manners. . Hence it is, that in leveral of our 
moft favourite works offency and amufement, 
the principal figure of *lhe piece is fbme pro- 

jfeffed libertine, who, on the ftrength of a pleaf- 

» » - » . . 

ing figtire, a captivating addrefs, and a certain 
amiable generofity of dlfpofition, has the privi- 
lege of committing whatever irregularities he 
thinks fit, and of excufing them in the eafieft 
manner imaginable, as the unavoidable effed:s 
of conftitution, and the little foibles of a heart 
intrinfically goqd. Thus, whilft he delights our 
imagination, and wins our afFeiSions, he never 
fails, at the fame time, to corrupt our prin- 
cipks. And young people, more efpecially, 
inflead of being infpired with a jufl- detefta- 

tion 



to^n of vice, are furnifhed with apologies for 
it wliich they never forget, and are even taught 
to confider it as a neceflary part of an aceom-* 
|>lifhed eharaiSter; 

It becbihesi then> eVery fincJere Chriftian td 
eppofe to the utmoft this pifevailing licentiouf- 
hefs> which infinuates itfelf into the manners 
dnd minds of men^ under the prote<9:ion of 
fome engaging qualities^ with which it fame- 
times isi but nitich ofteher qfeSfs to be, united. 
And the oilly Way of putting a ftop to this 
ftiifchiefi and of reftoring that union which 
Ac text enforces, and which oiight always 
to fubfift between the two great branches 
of pradHcal morality, h to fhow by our ex- 
dmple (the moft ihtelligible and convincing of 
all proofs) that BfiNEvoLENdE is then moft 
lovely^ when joined with its true ally, its pro- 
jper cotnpanion, Self-Government j that^ 
in order to fdrm a pleafing charader^ it is by 
no means neceffdry to throw into it any impure 
alloy i but thiat, on the contrary^ a truly piousi 
and ftriftly moWl Chrlftikn Will not only be the 
moft virtuous, but the moft amiable of ifaen. 

Unhappily, indtedi acontraiy opinion h^s tod 
long and too generally prevailed amongft us : 

Vol. It h and 
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and licentious wits have taught great i)Um W^ 
io believe that purity of manners is a vulgpF ^^d 
a contemptible virtue, and that all pretence to it 
is in general nothing more than hypocrify and 
grimace. But let us not be, frightened by a few 
hard words, and a little witlefs buffoonery, 
from purfuing fteadily the invariable rule of 
moral re<3:itude4 As fure as God himfelf is 
all purity and perfe<^on, there is fuch a thing 
as real purity of heart and life ; and it i^ ofie 
of the moft exalted virtues that can d^nify: 
human nature- It gives th^tftrength and .vi- 
gour, and mafculine firmnefs to the mind, 
which is the foundation of every thing g^e^t 
ind exqellent* It has^ produced fome of the 
hobleft ftruggles> and raoft heroical exertions 
of foul that the world ^ver fa w,r and is, per- 
haps, a more convincing, more unequivocal 
proof of our fincerity in Religion, than even 
benevolence itfelf. When it is confidered 
how many inducements, how many tcmpta^, 
tionsj there are to a<Sts of humanity, to which 
nature prompts, to which fafliion draws, to 
which vanity, intereft, popularity, ambition, 
fometimes lead us, one cannot always be fure 
that they proceed from a truly Chrifliaa prin- 

ciple« 
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dple* But he who combats, hh darling paf^ 
fioDS^ and gives up the fondeft wiihes of hift 
jfoul ; who keeps a conftant guard upon all 
his thoughts^ words, and actions; intrepidly 
withstands the moft alUiring temptations^ and 
takes up his crofs to follow Chrift ; this mjin 
eannot well be infliienced by any thing but a 
ftrong fenfe of 4uty> and an undi^embled con^ 
vidtion that he is bound to obey even the fe-* 
vereft precepts of the Gofpel. His good 
addons are neither feen nor applauded of men^ 
They arc performed in fecrecy and in filence, 
without oftentation, without reward, fave only 
the approbation of that all-feeing Cod, who 
is witnefs to the bitter conflids of his foul, and 
will one day make him ample amends in the 
fight of angels and of men^ 

Let it not, however, be fuppofed, tiiat any 
thing here faid is meant to depreciate that moft 
heavenly virtue, charity, or to rob thofe that 
exercife it of that fair fame, that heartfelt fatis- 
Swftion, and thofe glorious rewards hereafter^ 
which cannot fail to recompenfe their generous 
labours. May every branch and fpecies of bene- 
volence for ever flourifb and abound* May its 

La divine 



148 SERMON VL 

divine and blcflcd influence fpread continually 
wider and wider> till it takes in every creature 
under Heaven, and leaves not one mifery unaU 
leviated,ohe grievance unredrefled. But all ex** 
ceUent as it is, let not this, let not any fingle virtue, 
engrofs our whole attention . Let us not confine 
ourfelves to the eafy, the delightful, the repu - 
table works of beneficence, aiud negleft the 
other great branch of moral duty, Self-de- 
NiAL; no lefs neceffary and important, but 
much more difficult, and.which^ therefore^ 
ftands in need of every poflible argument in its 
favour to recommend and fupport it. Let us 
no longer make invidious and unjufl diflinfkions 
between thefe two kindred virtues. In nature^ 
in reafon, in the fight of God, in the Golpel of 
Chrifl:, felf-governmentisof equal value with- 
focial duties. They equally tend to the per- 
fection of our own minds, and the comfort of 
our fellow- creatures. The fame rewards are 
in Scripture promifed to both; the fame penal- 
ties are denounced againft the violation of both; 
and there is fo ftri6t and intimate a union be- 
tween them, that the cultivation or neglecS: of 
the one, muft neceflarily lead, and has, in faft, 
always ultimately led,, to the improvement 

or 
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Of depravation of the other. What then God 
and nature, as well as Chrift and his apoftles, 
have joined together, let no man dare to put 
afunder. Let not any one flatter himfelf with 
the hope of obtaining the rewards, or even 
efcaping the puniihments of the Gofpel, by 
performing only one branch of his duty. Let 
him not imagine, that the moft rigorous feve- 
rity of manners can excufe him from the exer- 
cKc of undifTembled love to God and to man- 
kind ; nor, on the other hand, let him fuppofe, 
that under the flielter either of devotion or of 
benevolence, he may fecurely indulge his fa- 
vourite paffions; may compound, as it were, 
with God for his fenfuality by afts of gene- 
rofity, and purchafe by his wealth a general 
licence to fin. Let him not, in {hort, content 
himfelf with being only half a Chriftian. Let 
him vifit, as often as he pleafes, the fatherlefs 
and the widows in their afflidion. Let his 
piety be fervent, and his faith fincere. But let 
him, at the fame time, take care, as he values 
his falvation^ that he keep himfelf linfpotted 
from the world. 
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j2 Kings, iv, i. 

THY SERVANT MV HUSBAND 1$ DEAD, ANI> 
THOU KNOWEST THAT THY SERVANTT 
PID FEAR THE LORD; AND THE CRE- 
DITOR IS COME To TAKE UNTO HIM My 
TWO SONS TO BE BOND-MEN. 

THE unhappy fufFerer^ who makes this 
moft moving complaint, was the wir 
dow of one of the fons of the prophets, whofe 
cjiftrefs Elifha immediately relieved by the 
miraculous increafe oflier pot of oiL It will 
not be eafy to find in any writer, facred or 
profane, a more piteous ilory, or a cafe more 
applicable to the occafion of the prefent meet- 
ing. I cannot therefore do better than leave 
it upon your minds in that cpncife and afFedling 
fiaiplicity in which it is here related, whilft 

^ Preached at tKe anniverfary meeting of the Sons of the 
Clergy, May 9, 1776. 

L4 I 
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I proceed to recommend the diftrefled widows 
^nd children of the Englifh clergy ta your 
benevolent protedtign, 

The nature and defign of the feveral cha-r 
ritable inftitutions, which have now brought 
us together^ are, I prefumc, fo well under** 
ftood in this place, that there can be no need 
^o tal^p up ^ny of ypur time ill explaining 
them *, The generous fupport they have hi- 
therto m?t with depiands our mo^l grateful 
jtcknowledgements j; and in order tp keep this 
friendly difpofition towards us alive and wgrm 
in your breafts^ I fhall attempt to (how that 

the 

^ Bot it Inay not perhaps be generally known that there are 
ibree diftitiB focieties formed lor the benefit of the indigent w^« 
dews and children of the dergy, and 2^ clofely conne^ed with 
each other. 

The firft and principal is. The C^rtfratienfer. the Relief if 
the p9or Widows and Cl^ldren ofClerg^meHt efUUiihed hy charter 
in the rei^ of King Charles the Second. The funds of this 
<;harity are employed chiefly in giving penfions tp the widows 
of the clergy. 

The fecond, which |ofe not long after, is Th^ Societj of the 
Feajt of the Sons of the Clergy, • confifting^of the company ann 
nually aflcmbled under that name at St. Paul's church, and Mer- 
chant Taylors HalL The raoney coUeded at thofe two places 
is wholly expended in apprenticing out the children of nc- 
peffitpus clergymen. The expences of the muiic and the fc^ 
|rf generou^y defrayed by the fteiyards of ^at fociety, 



SERMON VIL 153 

jhe clergy of the Church of England haye> 
both on account of their public fervifesj and 
(with refpeft to too large a part) their private 
necejfities^ a peculiar glaim to your kind atten- 
tion and affiftance. 

If we go b^ck to tl^e early ages of .Chrifti- 
anity, our own Ecclcfiaftics had their ibare^ 
ivith others pf the facred order, in fjrft intro- 
ducing the light of the Gpfpel into this coun^ 
try ; and in facrificing to its advancenijent their 
pafe, their health, their fortunes, their lives. 
When in afterr tinges, by a variety pf concur- 
rent caufes, this kingdom was^^ ip common 
lYItb all jts neighl?ours, overwhelmed with th<> 

» 

Tlie third is, Thi Spcietj 0/ Ste^ardf and Suh/crihers/or mai^'* 
iainin^ and educating the poor Orphans of the Clergy till of ag0 
(0 ie put ^prentices. 

This fociety was formed in the year 1749. It \s compofe^ 
of thofe who have been ftewards of the former fociety, and any 
others who chufe to become members of it. It is fupported by 
annoal fubfcriptions of one gtiinea each, and maintains two 
tchods^ one for boy3t ^d the other for girls, in which the or* 
phans of the clergy are educated till they are of fufiicient age 

• • • 

|d gotiat to apprenticefhips. 

It might be of ofe if a (hort and clear account of thefe fbcieues 
]nat printed in a fmall trad, defcribing their nature and deiign, 
together with the proper time and method of applying to them 
far idief| ^d the perfons tp whom fucb applications ibould be 
IPflde. 

J moft 
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mpft deplorable darknefs and ignorance ; and 
when that ftupendous fabric of popifh tyranny 
and fuperftition was, like another Babel, raifed 
up with incredible art and diligence, to the very 
ikies ; yet ftiU the Chriftian clergy in general, 
and purs among the reft, were of no fmall bene- 
fit to the community. It is acknowledged by 
an hiftorian, who has never betrayed any par- 
tiality to our order, that in the period we artj 
fpeaking of, *^ the profeffion and (lef me add) 
f* thi^ difpofiiion oi the churchmen, ayerfe to 
^ arms and violence, tempered th? general 
^* turn to military enterprizes, and maintained, 
•* even amidft thq fliock of arms, thofe fecret 

links without which it is impoflible for hu-? 

man fociety to fubfift */' Nay, even many 
privileges of the order that wer^ juftly Jooktd 
upon with a jealous eye, yet proved, in tli^fe 
turbulent ages, a check to the d^ipotifm of ouf 
monarchs, and at the fame tin^e kept the com- 
munity from falling to pieces by the fadion^ 
and quarrels of the nobles. And it ough^ 
never to be forgotten, that for what we call dur 
Magna Chart a, that main foundation (as 

* 

i« Humeri Hift. of England, Hen. Ill; roL ii# p. coj ift 
edit* ^to. 1762. . ' *« 

it 
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it is ijjnprally held to l)e) bf our ff ee confti-' 
tution, we arc principally indebted to the ek)-» 
quence, the fpirit, ^nd the adivity of ah Eng- 
lifh primate *^ affifted and fuppo};W by-alttloft 
the whofe body of his clergy. It is true, in* 
deed, in other refpcdts the conduit of our 
Ecclefiaftics was not always fo irreproiijchable 
as / raight have beei» wiflied ; for they muft 
needs partake in fome degree of the corruption 
and barbarity which then generally prevailed. 
Yet great numbers of them did, notwithftand- 
ing, preferve themfclves pure aftd undefiled 
from the vices of the age, and were exeih^ 
plary in their ntmnnersy^^ temperate, charitable, 
meek and heavenly-minded. Their cloyfters 
were a retreat nof nfierely, as is common^ 
fuppofed, for the idle and diflblufc, but for the 

* Stephen Langton, archbifhop of Canterbury ; '* a xpan 
* whofe memory," feys the hiflonan above-mentioned, *' ought 
«« always to be rcfpeded by the Engliilu" Vd. I; p. 3^2. 

In the following' reign tiie abbots and prelates were ^rery in» 
drumental in obtaining the fame fecurity from Ken. III. and 
they endeavoured to guard agaihit all future violations of it by 
a moft tremendous ceremony. They flood round the Great 
C H A n T B It , whiiil it was read in parlmm^nt> with borning^ tapers 
in their hands, aud denounced the fentenqe of e^ccommunication 
agunft every one that fiiould thenceforth dare to infringe that 
(mulaffletftal law. lb. Vol. II. p. 25, ;»6. 

ftudioUSj 
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iludious, the afflifiied, the penitent and the de-* 
vout. They afforded fupport to all the neigh- 
bouring poor» and in thofe days of lawlefs 
violence, were extremely ufeful as places of 
refuge and fecurity to the defenceleis and the 
wcsJc. In them too were depofited many of 
thofe preciouiS remains of antiquity which we 
now perufe with fo much delight, and which, 
had it not been for the protedion they found 
in religious houfes, would, in all probability, 
have perifhed by the hands of thofe barbarians 
that fpread ruin and defolatibn over Europe. 
In thefe peaceful fandtjiaries; the leifure and 
tranquillity which the monks enjoyed, enabled 
them not only to record (however uncouthly) 
the tranfadlipns of their own times, but to 
tranfcribe the conipofitions of former and more 
valuable writers. Nor was this the only ob- 
ject of their attention. They found time to 
cultivate even fome of the finer arts. ^ Thofe 
fublime powers of harmony, which have been 
this very day fo nobly and laudably exerted in 
the caufe of the fatherlefs and the widow, owe 
their birth in this country to monadic diligence 
and ingenuity. Both the theory and the pradic? 

of mufic were firft ftudied and taught here, 

and 
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and in other parts of Europe, by the regular 
clergy*; and what is now the delight and 
amufement of all ranks of people, was origi- 
nally the offspring of Religion, and appro- 
priated folcly to the purpofe of animating de- 
votion, and giving dignity and folemnity to the 
fervice of the church. The monks drew up 
a large number of treatifes on this fubjedt, 
which, notwithftanding the barbarifm of the 
times, were written with great perfpicuity, 
method, and precifion ; and they had femina- 
ries of young people under their care, whoni^ 
they inftruded in the rudiments of this fcience. 
Libraries were alio formed in all the monafte- 
ries, and fchools founded in them and near 
moft of the cathedrals, for teaching the lite- 
rature of the times -f*. And thus was learning - 
kept alive at leaft, though in a very languid, 
ftate, till the art of printing was found out. 
Even that moft ufeful art itfelf was, according 
to the opinion of fome learned men, which 
feems to be well founded, firft brought into 
our ifland by the care and generofity of an 

• See Dr. Barney's Hift. of Mulic, vol. ii. p. 68. And Sir. 
John Hawkins's Preliminary Difc. p. 48 to 53 : and vol. v, 
p. 112,113.' 

f yid« Moihemii Hift. Ecclef* fee, vi. par. ii. c* 1. p* 237. 

Englifh 



158 SERMON VIL 

Engli/h primate *. In the reftoration of ilet- 
ters, which quickly followed, thd EcclefiaiHcs 
tool^ ^ l^ad» and contributed more thaii any 
other (ct of men tb introduce a true taAe for 
every branch of polite and ufeful learning into 
this coufitry* From that period to the pre- 
lenti they bftve. always njade a diftinguiflicd 
figjice itt the whole cirde of fcience&and arts; 
their .writings have ever ranked amongft the 
pur(^ of their times ; and let the dccafion 
cK£\i& me if I add^ (the -proofs of what I £gr 
are before the, world) that, our profeflion is at 
^is very day adorned by men, who in genius, 
leartiing, judgment, tad^, and elegance of com- 
pofitipn^ have few if any fupcriors. 

Whoever, thea, is a friend to lit^ature and 

■ 

♦ Archbifhop Bourchier ; who perfuaded Henry VI. to fur- 
ntih one Mr. Robert Tumour with a thoufand marks (towards 
which the archbifhop contribated three hundred), and to fend him 
privately to Harlem, in company with Caxton> in order to fetch 
from thence the new-invented art of printing; which he did 
accordingly, by bringing over to England Frederick Corfellbj 
one of the compofttors at Harlem: See Biograph4 Britann. art. 
Qporchier. Dr. MiddletoUi indeed* and others, have oridea- 
voured to disprove the truth of tjiis flory ; but their moSL ma- 
terial objedions to it have been well anfwered by Mr. Meerman^ 
in his very curious and learned work entitled, Origines Typo- 
graphice# vol* ii. 

the 
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Ae find arts, muft be a friend to the Englifli 
clergy^ and will chearfully contribute to the 
relief of that order VB^hich has fo largely contri-^ 
bated to his information and amufement. Bui; 
they have ftiU more fubftantial ferviccs than 
thefe to plead. . To them you ftand principally 
indebted, not only for the refloration of letters, 
but the revival of true Religion. For although 
the firil oppofition made here to the ufurpa- 
tions of the Church df Rome took its rife from 
the paffions of an in;ipetuous princp, yet the 
work of reformation itfelf was undoubtedly 
begun, carried on, and compleated by the 
hands of the Englifli clergy. In this glorious 
caufe they wrote with irrefiftible ftrength of 
argument, and fuflfered with invincible forti- 
tude of mind. To their labours, their piety 
and learning, their judgment and moderation, 
you owe that pure mode of worfliip, and that 
excellent form of public prayer you now en- 
joy ; the conftant ufe of which in the Church 
6f England has undoubtedly, in more refpecSs 
than one, been of infinite fervice to the people 
of this kingdom. And when, at a fubfequent 
period, our religious as well as civil liberties 
were in the moft imminent danger of being 

deftroyed. 
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deftroyed by the intemperate zeal of vt bigotf ed 
4nd-defpotic mdnarchi then again did ihd 
clergy couragcoufly ftep forth in defence of 
both. From them originafed oiie of the very 
firft parliamentary checks fo the violences oi 
James IL* By theii' excellefnt difcourfes and 
writings againft popery, the people were firft 
i'oufcd to a juft abhorrence of that dangerous 
fiiperftition -f . By their decent, yfet manly 
firmnefs, in fupporting their invaded rights^ 
the teft of the nation was infpired with a fimi-^ 
lar rcfolution to refift the precipitate and un- 
conftitutibnal meafures of an infatuated court * 
and throughout the whole of that memorable 
and glorious tranfaftion, their behaviour waS 

it once fo prudent and intrepid, fo fuitable to 

• ■ 

• Henry Coxnpton, bifhop of London, in the name of his 
brethren, made a motion in the Houfe of Lords to take into con- 
^deration King James's famous fpeech in the fecond fe/Fion of* 
parliament, in which he fignified his intention of diffenfing with 
the Tefft-a£t5» The bifhop's motion wascarriedb Hume's Hift< 
vol. vL p. 390.-^1 have referred to this hiftorian all along, for 
no other reafon than becaufe his tellimony, when given in fa^ 
•oonr of the clergy (whom he lincefely hated) is unexcep'* 

tionable. 

* ■■ 

t To the fame eminent pej-fons wc owe the fabverfion of 
the whole fydem of Atheillic Philofophy^ from its very founda** 
tions. See the fiiihop of WorceAer's Sermons. S. i. p. ly 

iheir 
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their profeffion, and fo friendly to the righte- 
i)U8 ca^ufe of genuine liberty and pu^e religion, 
that they received one of the higheft and moft 
flattering rewards ,with which a Britifh fubjedt, 
can be honoured, the unanimous thanks of 
the (!:ommons of Great- Britain in Parliament 
aflembled*. . . . • 

Thefe, perhjips it will be faid, though im- 
portant, are part: fervices,' and are calculated to 
prove, not wjlat we ourfelves, but what our 
predeceflbrs halvd done for the public. Yet 
fqrely they are reafops for efteeming the or- 
der in general, for bearing teftimony to the 
merits of thofe who have formerly adorned it, 

♦ Journals of the ttoufe of Commons, Feb. i, 1788, 

... . ^ , . • 

Aiiiong other inflantes of cool yet refotiite oppofition to the - 
deipotUm pf James by th^ prj^lates and clergy of the phurch of 
^ngland at this momi^n^oa? period, the reader will recoiled with 
peculiar veneration and gratitude, Biihop Contpton's refufal to. 
Cohiply with the king's illegal order to fufpend Dn Sharp, for 
^reacfabg^ags^nft popery; the re/iftance n^de by Dr. Houghs 
and the Fellows of Magdalen College in Oxford, to the king'i 
arbitrary mandate in favour o/a popifh pfefideht ; ahd the truly 
lioblc and patriotic cdndua of the fev^n. biihops who were fent, 
to the Towef, and brought to a public^ trial for their pedtion toi 
the throne aeainft the fecond Declaration of Indulgence founded 
dn the Dijpenfing Power. Thefe afts of magnanimity on the part 
^f the Engiilh defgy, indifpatably prepared and ledthc way to 
tke great and glorious events which foon after followed* ^ 

V6L. H. M and 
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and for eXercifing every a6t of kindnefs andi 
humanity towards the petfons who fucceed 
them in their miniftry. And even thefe, wc. 
hope, have fomething lo plead in their behalf. 
They have liot, we truft, materially departed 
from the principles of their anccftOTS. The 
Englifh clergy, we do not fcruple to fay, are. 
llill zealonfly attached to the intefefts of virtue 
and religion ; are ftill> in general, faithful, di- 
ligent, and regular in the difcharge of their 
facred fiinftions. They are ftill fincere friends 
to real con/litutional freedom i and the very 
fame love of it, which at the Revolution led 
them to refufe a flavifh and unlimited obe- 
dience to the illegal mandates of arbitrary 
power, induces them now to promote, both 
by their dbftrinc and their example, that du- 
tiful rcfped:, and corifcientious fubmiffion to 
all lawful authority, which the Gofpel moft 
peremptorily enjoins; the extreme want of 
which is at prefent blit t6o vifible, and yet 
\?vithout which no true liberty Can. long fub- 
Hft. But although, on thefe grouhds,they have 
judged It expedient to throw their Weight into 
the fcale of government, yet they have done 
this withbiit ^ny cnbecoming vehemence or 

liiati 
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iicat; and amidft all the violent diflcnfions 
which have lately agitated this kingdom, they 
have, aa a body, conduded themfelves with a 
degree of prudence, temper> mildnefs and md- 
deratibn, which muft do them no fmall credit 
in the eyes of every unprejudiced obferver *♦ 
And that, in other refpefts, their talents, their 
learning and. their morals, are fucH as have 
ggtined them general approbation and efteem> 
may bie colledted from this fingle circuni- 
ftance i that when you want to find out pro- 
per inftrudors for your children, you naturally 
turn yoUr thoughts to the clergy 5 and it is in 
their hands; in their houfes, you chufe to place 
whatever you hold moft dear and valuable in 
the world. To theni, in fliort, has long been, 
and ftill is, confided thit moft important truft, 
the education bf youth ; a truft, which it is no 
^ain boaft to fay, they have difeharged with 
fidelity and ability -f*. Under their diredlion^ 
t|ie fchools and univerfities of this kingdom 

M 2 have 

• Thefc remarks, though £rft made m the year 1776, are 
no lefs true at the prefent moment. 

f How well qualified they are for this employment, has beett 
fc^ly (hewn by a confummate judge of the fubjed of education, 
in the Dialogues on the U/es of Foreign Travel, ifi ed> Dial* a. 
f. 183. The attentive pernfal of ihefe inimitable dialogues is 

ilrongly 
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have acquired an acknowledged fuperiority 6 vdf 
all the other feminaries of Europe. In their 
colleges have been formed moft of thofe great 
and illuftrious characters that have contributed 
to the glory and profperity of this country : 
and even among that large number of perfons 
here prefent, there are few, I apprehend, who 
have not, at fome period of their lives, derived 
confiderable benefit from the inftrudtions of 
cur order. 

Thefe known and undeniable fads are, we 
-conceive, very unequivocal proofs of our good 
condud: and good eftimation; and ought 
greatly to outweigh all thofe unmerited ca- 
lumnies which are fo often thrown both upon 
the order in general, and the individuals of 
which it is compofed, by thofe who know 
very little of either *. That there are in ours, 
as in every other profeflion, feveral unworthy 

members, 

ftrdngly retomftiended to all thdfe who prefer a foreign univcr- 
lity to our own, or who fuffer their fons to ramble over Europe 
at an early and moil dangerous period of life, not only without 
a clerical governor, but even fometimes without any governor 
at alL 

• *♦ The rule," fays a great and good prelate, «' which moft 
«* of our adverfaries fcem to have fet themfelves is, to be at all 
^' adventures as bitter as they can ; and they follow it not only be- 

** yond 
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members, it is in vain to deny ; and where can 
be the wonder, if in £0 very numerous a fo- 
ciety fome apoftates fhould be found ? But 
take the whole in one colledlive view, and it 
may with the greateft truth be affirmed, that 
you will no where find, either in ancient pr 
modern times, a body of more than ten thou- 
iand perfons, fituated in the midft of a popu- 
lous, rich, commercial, luxurious kingdom, 
jfurrounded with every temptation, and every 
danger to which virtue can be expofed, whofe 
morals are fo blamelefs, and* fo little injured 
by^he general contagion, as thofe of the Eng- 
lifh clergy. With refpedl to that part of 
them, more efpecially, whofe families (when 
they themfelvcs fhall be no more) will proba- 
bly want the proted:ion of this charity, it is 
biit juftice to them to fay, that their condud 
renders them worthy of every a6t of kindnefs 

♦' joni truth, but beyond probability; aflerting ^h^ very worft 
** things of us without foundation, and exaggerating every thin^ 
'* without mercy ; imputing the faults, and fometimes imaginary 
** faults of particular perfons, to the whole order; and then de* 
claiming againll us all promifcuoufly with fuch wild vehe- 
mence, as, in any cafe but ours, they themfelves would think 
*' in the higheft degree cruel and unjuft.** Sscker^s Charges, 

M 3 which 
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which their ipovcrty may require. Contentedi 

^umbk, modeft, patient, and kbaribus, their 

lives are divided between fulfilling the duties 

of their profeflion apd ftruggllng with the 

difficulties of their ^tuation. Nay, it is to 

their virtue chiefly that thefe very diftreflTes are 

owing. They are formed with the fame paf- 

fions and propenfities as other men ; and werifc 

they as little fcrupulous about the means (^ 

gratifying them as others too commonly are ; 

Jiad they adopted that very commodious fyf- 

tem of modern ethics, which ranks hypocrify 

and adultery among the requifites of - a gpod 

education, there would certainly be no need for 

us ever to become your petitioners for their 

widows and children. But as they have b^n 

trained up in a religion which requires unble- 

milhed purity of manners and of hdart, they 

think themfelves bound to keep within the 

limits prefcribed by their heavenly Mafter, 

and to allow themfelves no gratifications biit 

thofe which he has pronounced lawful and 

lionourable. Hence they are often induced to 

contrad: early marriages, and find themfelves 

JTuf rounded by a numerous famDy before they 

?ire provided with the means of fupportii^ 

them# 
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itwm^ At fhe f%mp time they are expefted 
%Q Jiye creditably* and to maintain a decent 
hofpitality amo|igj(| their neighbpyr^. To 
tbein the poor, the fick, the diftrcffed part of 
their flock, n?ituraUy look up, gs thpir chief 
refuge ^d fupportj and in forpe fmall vil- 
lages (if yoB except parochial relief) the mi- 
nifter of thp parifli j? almoft the only refource 
$hey have. Thefe demands he is commonly 
inclined to anfwer to the utmofl: of hi$ powen 
J^erhaps, too, he may have the misfortune of 
^ little t^fljB for books, which is jiot indulged 
yrithout expence; and from his acquaintance 
with the beft an4 pureft writers of antiquity, 
^s we)l as from the habits and connexions of 
his early years, he may have accjuired fenti- 
mentiS and feelings far beyond the ftraitnefs pf 
his circumftances, gnd the humility of his con- 
dition. Hence, befides the large funis .which 
he is often obliged to expend on the neceflary 
repairs pf his parfpnage, he may poflibly be in- 
duced tp add a few conveniences to it ; he miay 
cv^ be tempted, by the natural -beauties of 
its fituation, to expend more in improving and 
adorning his little territories, and in rendering 
^em.cQjjnfprtoble and delightful tp himfelf and 

M 4. tliofe 
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thofe that follow him, than in ftriiSl prudeac^ 
iie ought. In a few years his fons muft be 
fent to fchools and uiiiverfities, or to trades 
and profeffions : arid if, perchance, he fhould 

be ambitious of giving his daughters alfo a few 

• ■ ■. ■ 

ufeful accompUfhmerits, let us pardon him this 
wrong j it is the only fortune he can give 
them. Thcfe expences neceflarily oblige him 
to anticipate his narrow income, and t6 con- 
tract:, perhaps, a confiderable debt^ a load 
which often lies fo heavy upon his mind, that 
it brings him prematurely down with forrow 
to the grave. Then it is that his wife and 
children find themfelves plunged not only in 
the fevereft affliftion, but in ^mbarraflments 
out of which they are utterly unable to extri- 
cate themfelves. It is then the widow may, 

* . ■ . » 

with but too much jJropriety, addrefs herfelf 
to every one of us in the words of the text. 
Thy fervant my hufband is dead, and thou 
knoweft that thy fervant did fear' the Lord, 
** and the creditor is come to take unto him 

* * ■ 

^* my two fons to be bond-men. 'V Her chil- 
dren cannot, indeed, in this land of freedom, 
be literally carried into bondage ; But it is ne- 
ceiTary, both for their fubfiftence and her's, 

tha^ 
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4hat they fhould all, in one way or other, be 
taken away from her, and fubjefted probably 
to much harfher ufage than they had hitherto 
experienced. The head is gone, and the little 
ibciety is diflblved ; they miift quit the beloved 
manfion where they have fpent their lives^ 
and which they have made fo neat aod chear- 
ful at their own coft, perhaps with the labour 
of their own hands. The fmall rempaqt of 
books and furniture, that conftituted all their 

« 

wealth, they fee difpofpd of for the benefit of 
their creditors ; and then — they have nothing 
to do but tp difperfe themfelyes where they 
can to feek fupport. 

In this critical moment it is that thefe cha- 
ritable eftablifhments open their friendly arms 
to receive them, and each bears its refpedtivc 
part in miniftering to their neceflitiqs '^'. TCbe 
Incorporate Society takes the widow under its 
immediate prote<9:ion, and allows her a decent 
peniion fo Igng as her condition and her cir- 
cumftances continue unchanged. The Society 
oj Stewards and Subfcribers^ inftituted in the 
year 1749, undertakes the maintenance and 
education of her children till they are of age 

* See the note above, pag. 152, 153. 

to 
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to be apprenticed ; and when they are o¥ fiiffi^ 
cicnt age. Tie Society of the Feaji of the Sonji 
of the Clergy provides them with propeir ma-? 
iters, and puts them into ^ way of obtaining 
a comfortable fubfiflence, and becoming u£bw 
ful members of fociety. 

Thils, you fee, each of thefc excellent infti-^ 
tution? has its proper qfe and peculiar depart-n 
ment ; and all of them concur in forming one 
noble comprehenfive plan of national d)arity» 
But this plan can never be carried into execu-r 
tion without the aid of the jvcalthy and the 
great* The Corporation has indeed a fund of 
its own; but this fund^^ without occ^onal 
donations and benefedions, would be very in- 
adequate to the objeds that ftand in need of 
its affiftance. As to the other two humaiie 
focieties, one of which educates the poor or- 
phans which the other places out in the world; 
thefe, I fay, are entirely fupported by volunUry 
• contributions and fubfcriptions ; and you will 
not, I am fure, through an ill-judged parfi- 
mony, ^* fuiFcr any of our little ones to pe- 
"rifli*." 

Yet, notwithiftanding the apparent, utility,, 
and even neceflity, of thefe benevplent foun- 

* Mattb* xviii* 14* 

dations. 
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^tions^ their fricncjs have with no fmall con-* 
4:em obfcrvcd, that they have for fome time 
paft htcn gather lofing ground than gaining iu 
For tfeis, various rcafor* have been affigncd i 
but none, I apprehend, of fufficient weight to 
abate any thing of our ardour in fupport of fuch 
generous defigns. It has been thought by 
fome, that there is now die lefs need for a ge- 
TOral contribution of this nature for the wi- 
dows and children of the clergy, becaufc there 
are in particular diocefes feveral local inftitu- 
tions of the fame kind. It is true there are : 
but they are not near fo univerfal as might be 
wiihed : they reach only, I conceive, to a fmall 
part of the kingdom, and thpir operation is of 
<:ourfe confined within a narrow compafs. But 
Were they much more numerous than they are, 
were they even fpread through every part of 
the ifland, yet ftill this original parent of them 
^l ought to be prefcrved and foftered with re- 
ligious veneration and care. For tiie growing 
' • 

increafe of expence in many ncceflary articles 
of life makes a proportionable increafe in the 
wants of the poorer clergy, which by this 
means keep pace with the provifions made in 
their favour ; and they pan but ill fpare the 

lofs 
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lofs of any afliflance, whether general or localj 
which they have been accuftomcd to receive* 
There is ftill another circumftance which 
may have contributed to the decrcafc of our 
'Colledtions,and that is thegreat number of other 
public charities of various kinds, which have 
of late years been tllablifhed in this Icing- 
dom. And if this is really the cafe, we mud 
not, we do not, complain. If others cannot 
be benefitted but by our lofs, we are content. 
But when we find ourfelves in the very center 
of the richeft commercial city in the world -f*, 
we cannot poflibly entertain the leaft appre- 
henfions on this head. In any other, place, 
perhaps, there might he room to. fear that the 
ftream of beneficence, when divided into fe- 
veral new channels, might forfake the old. 
But be thcfe channels ever fo numerous, j^^«r 
liberality can fill them all. It is as inex- 
bauftible as your wealth, which is daily flow- 
ing in upon you from every quarter of the 
globe, and can enrich and fertilize a vaft va- 
riety of different regions at the fame time. 
Let then other charities fpring up in whatever 

t This fcrmon was preached in St. Paul't church, in the pfe- 
ience of the Lord Mayof^ Mdcrmen, Sec. of the city of London. 

numbers 
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Bumbers they will ; we look not upon them 
with an envious or a jealous eye ; we confider 
them not as rivals, but as fharers, in your 
bounty, which is able to embrace both them 
and us. Far from wifliing to difcourage, far. 
from wifliing to depreciate, other benevolent 
inftitutions, and to form invidious comparifons 
between them and ours, we fincerely wifh 
them, on the contrary, all imaginable fuccefs, 
in full confidence that in a capital like this it 
Will not, it cannot, be any obftrudtion to our 
own. You yourfelves are our witnefles, that 
there are none more ready to countenance 
every humane defign than the Englifli clergy-f*. 
There is hardly one public charity to be named 
that has not fome of our order amongft ita 
friends and fupporters ; and if we have any 
gifts of eloquence, any powers of perfuafion 
to boaft, they are always ready at your call to 
recommend every generous plan that you think 
fit to patronize ; your fchools, your hofpitals, 

f One very recent and remarkable proof of this ought not to 
be paiTed over in filence. Mr. Hetherington, a private clergy* 
msLU, gave birth, within thefe few years, to a new and moil judi- 
cious fpecies of charity. He eibiblifhed an anaaal provifioa 
for fifty blind perfons, and appropriated, in his lift^time, to thit 
excellent purpofe, a fund of tV^enQr thoufand poinds. 
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your fick^ ydur prifoners, your poor* That 
afliftance, then, which we are ever difpofed to 
give, we now hope in our turn t6 receive; 
Striki out into a§ many different paths of be- 
nevolence as you pleafe 5 yet defert ndt, we be- 
feech you^ the old, the tried, the approved one; 
to which you have been fo long acciiftbthed. 
^his charity -f* has always heed your favourite 
child ; it has been born and bred amOngft youi 
you have hitherto nurled and cherifhed it with 
the tendereft care; do not dow abandon it to 
HiG wide world, where it is not yet ftrong 
enough to make its way without yOur help. 

You have feen, I truft, upon the whole, that 
they for whole families we beg relief, ** arc 
** worthy for whom you fliould do this J:*' 
that thofe On whom they depended for fupport, 
and whofe help they have loft, werei both by 
profeffiori and by principle, moft ufeful mem- 
bers of fociety ; and yet Were unable to leave 
their children any othtr inheritance than that 
pf extreme poverty, aggravated by the remem- 
brance of happier days, and by minds fufcep- 

f Tncloding the three different l>raaclies«f k above-ineii* 
Honediip, i5Zi 153; ' , 
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tible of the keeneft feelings. May thefe con- 
fiderations have their due, influence on your 
hearts ! And may we, my re verend brethren,ne- 
ver forget that it is in pur power, by out future 
condudt, to give thefe confiderations whatever 
weight we think fit ! If we do not give them 
all we can ; if, in proportion as we ftand more 
in need of public favour, we do not redouble 
our endeavours to deferve it ; by a difcreet in- 
oiFenfive behaviour and converlation, by refi- 
dence on our preferments, by a clofe attentioa 
to the proper ftudies and functions of our pro- 
feffion, by fervent piety, by extenfive charity,^ 
by meeknefs and humility, by a difinterefled 
and ardent zeal for the advancement of religion, 
and the {alvation of mankind; if, I fay, by 
thefe, and fuch like evangelical virtues, we do 
not fupport the credit of our charader, and by 
real ufefulncfs acquire veneration and efteem ; 
we fhall be no lefs blind to our intereft, thaa 
unmindful of our duty both to God and man^f-. 

f See Archbiihop Seeker's truly pafloral ChargVi through- 
out ; which well deferve tho ferious attention of every fmcere 
and confcientioiis clergyman la evcr^ rank of the profeffion. 
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ECCLESIASTES, xii. I. 

REMBMBER NOW THY CREATOR IN THfi 

DAYS OP THY YOUTH* 

THE reafon why we are here^ and in other 
places of Scripture, more particularly 
enjoined to remember God in our youth, is 
obvious ; it is, becaufe we are then moil apt to 
forget him. Indeed, in every ftage of life as 
well as this, the cares and pleafures of the 
world too ojften engrofs our chief attention, 
and banifli for a while the remembrance of 
our Maker. But it is in youth only we feem 
to be funk in a total forge tfulnefs of Religion, 
and ^* to have not God in all our thoughts/* In 
a more advanced age, reafon becomes jfo ftrong, 
or appetite fo weak, that even in the .bufieft 
and the gayeft fcenes, we mufthavc fome in- 
VoL. IL N tervals 
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tcrvals of thinking, we muft have our Iblifary 
and ferious moments, in which the idea of a 
God will recur and force itfelf upon our mkids. 
The calamities and difeppointn>ents which we 
meet with, as we travel forwards in this vale 
of tears, the lofs of friends or of fortune, acute 
pains, and lingering difeafes,are fo many awak-^ 
ening inftances of our weaknefs and depen- 
dence, and compel us, m fpite of indolence or 
jpride, to look up to Heaven, and our Father 
that is in Heaven, for affiftance and protedion* 
But in youth, thefe faithful monitors are want- 
^g ; there arc, then, generally fpeakkig, n6 
cares or afflidions tto Remind us of our Creator, 
juid bring us to a jufl fcnfe of our duty. The 
novelty of the objects di^ fucceffivelyfiirround 
xra at our firft entrance mto life, fuppltes us 
'with a perpetual fund (rf* entertainment ; and an 
uninterrupted flow of health and fpirits ** fiHs 
our mouth withiaughter,andour tongue with 
joy." Wc find ourielves happy, and confided 
not who it was that made us fo ; we find our- 
fclvcs in a wide theatre of a<^^n, and without 
thinking how wc' arc to perform our refpcAive 
parts upon it, furvey with rapture thofe aP- 
•kwing feenc^ that eveiy where opeh to our 

• view, 
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i^e#, and kttneh out in |iucfuit.cjf the plea- 
fure^ that are- before \is with fo much eager*, 
hefs and ptedpitatioBi as tb leave no tuo^e 
•ciAer to trace them bacfewailds to their foiirce^ 
dor forwaixfe to . their conft^upnfeQSi Ftonx 
tiiefe j&ife Aef>s in bur fettling faiit, floW tnoH 
vOf the fat^jferrors a^ild mtifdrriages bf our fu-^ 
/tui'e feoridti^ i ^and for wan^t lof a little redd*- 
jeSidn when .we arjft yoUngi we tpo often lagr 
4ip a Aore cf nufeiy /or thf reiawining part qF 
itmr exiiii«nj^ he>e^^ and for ^ eternity here-* 
wtefi 

.: ? Since^theni in bur early y^its^^we aire for the 
indft part deftitute of thofe ufefol mementoes 
itoid thofe fevQuf ajjle feafons of recoUe^ioni 
rttrhkh oomr {9 often in the other parts .trf 
iiifc j and arei thetjofiM^* more particularly proae 
ctoibrget bunMaker^* at, a time when it leaft 
:liecDteeB jus fo to db^ the admonition con- 
rliained in the text itiuft feem highly proper, 
4ind eanftot be top often inculcated^ in otder 
itOiiupply» in&>me mcafure, that unhappy in- 
:fcnfibility^ that inattention tb ^very thihg fe- 
iibos and teligiouia^ which is fo generally ob-^^ 
*&rvai)le^ and ib moeh C(Hi[iplaioed of^ iti. 
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' No man could be more icinfibk of this» or 
more fcrioufly lament it, than the rovax. 
FRE AcHER from whom thcfe words are taken. 
He faw a melancholy inftiaiice of it in the con*- 
duft of his own fon, who began now probably to 
give fome indications of tbir fiery and ungo- 
vernable tempet-, which afterwards proved fo 
■^tal to himfelf, and to his kingdom. He, 
therefore, ui^eis die neceflity of remembering 
God in our youth, not oi\ly -with > all the au^ 
thority of ^n experienced fege, and an in^ired 
writer, but with all the tendernefs of a pareirt 
follcitous for the. welfare ^and pro^rity of 
his child/ ^ - i ' ' • 

And this niay, perhaps, be • one . reafon of 
thofe frequent and preffing? exhortations to. an 
earfy piety, which are every where fcattered 
up and down in his Writings. They had, 
hovlrever, no doubt a view to the depravity of 
youth in general, as well as of Rehoboam iti 
particular ; and as^^wc may, I think, vcjg^turc 
to fay, that there is at leaft as mtach occafion 
for a repeated injund:ion of tbis^. duty in the 
prefent times, as in the d^s of Solomon ; it 
ihall be the bufin^fs of this difcourfe to recom- 
mend and enforce an early piety, by Ihowing, 

firft. 
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^ffk, the reafonablenefs and propriety of itf 
and^ fecondly, hy pointing out ibme of the 
principal advantages which will attend the, 
pra^ice of it. 

I. Firft> then, I am to fh6w the reafonable-fc 
Befs and propriety of remembering our Create 
in the days of our youths 

And here it is: evident, that by remember^ 
ing our Creator, we are not merely to under- 
hand a habit of recalling the bare idea of him 
to our mind, or a cold, lifelefs contemplation of 
his exiftence, but fiich a fervent, aiFedionate, 
gratefiil reniembrance, as is fometimes kindled 
in our breafls by thinking on an abfent or a 
departed friend, when every tender circum- 
ftance of that endearing connection rufhes in 
upon the foul, and all his friendly offices, all 
the pleaiing inftances of his love and kindnefs 
towards us, prefent themfelves at once to our 
view. We mufl not only rempmber that he 
is, but that he isi our Creator, and that with 
all ihoic fentimcnts of piety and love, which 
fuch a relation naturally fuggefts. We mufl 
remember that he gave us life and all its blef- 
fings, all that we.a(5tually enjoy here, or hope 
to ^njoy hereafter y and we rouft fliow the 

N 3 reality 
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reality of this remembrance by ms^kmg 9 fyl^ 
able return for ftich inyala^^bk ^vcmrs* For, 
even ip the moflf familiar forms of fpe^tking^ 
to remember a kindnefs is to reqi^ite it ^ ai^ 
the only return ti^t a creatuj^e cat) make to 
his Creator^ is an uniform obedience to h^ 
will^ and a pun<5kial pb^rvance ©f aU h^s hw%% 
But that whiph the text more particularly ten 
commends to. the young naan, is the remem-? 
brance of Qod as Mp Creator ^ not only he<a,uiir 
the compiunic^tiojp of cxiften^ pf courfe inr 
plddes every other hlefling, but , t©caufe this 
Confi(i^^tioi^ i^ more peculiarly^ adapted to tlbe 
i:ircumftanccs of thpfe to whorai tjJbse -jprecepli 
is addrefled. For if even when life ^§ becoix^ 
familiar to us, when we have taflifd its for-, 
rows as well as its joys, thexemeijabranceof ouiC 
Creator is yet apt fometinaes tb excite the 
warmcft returns of gratitude ajid devotion, how 
ought thisi reflexion to work on. the hearty pf 
thofe who arc, as it were, frefli from th^ 
hands of their M^er, and un^trquainted wkh 
^yery thing in life but its blefiings ? How 
tan the young man forbear breaking oi^t wi^h 
the royal pfalmift into that paffionate over- 
flowing of a^gratefol he^t i ^* Prjiife the Lprd^^ 

1* O my 
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^ O my foul, and all that is within me praifc 
^ his holy name* Praife the Lord, O my foul, 
^* and forget not all his benefits : who for« 
•* giveth all thy fins, and Hcaicth all thine in- 
** firmities; who favcth thy life from deftruc- 
tion, and orowneth thee with mercy and 
loving kindnefs; who fatisficth thy mouth 
with good things, making thee young and 
^' lufty ias an eagle * /^ One would '■ imagine^ 
Indeed, that inftead of thinking it could ever 
be too foon, men fhould rather fear it would 
be always full late, to remember their Creator, 
ind that life iffelf would be fhort enough for 
making returns to his unbounded mercies; 
yet fach is the ftrange perveifenefs, fhall I call 
it, or thoughtleflhefs of youth, that the good- 
nefsof God generally produces a quite contrary 
efte6t I and that profufion of happinefs, which 
ought to bind them for ever to his fervice, is 
the very thing that fupplants him in their 
afFe<ftIons, and banifties the remembrance of 
him from their minds. Their pleafures and 
purfuits follow fo clofc upon one another, as 
to leave no room for any ferious reflexions to 
kiterveftej or if, by chance, any religious 

♦ Pftltn ciii. V. t, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

N 4 thought 
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thought intrude japon the ferles of theiF joys> 
they mftantly difmifs the unbidden, unwel- 
come gueft, with the anfwer of FeUx to Paul $ 
'* Go thy way for this time, whfen we have a» 
^^ convenient feafon we wilj fend for thee." 
But let not the young man flatter himfelf that 
any feafon is fo convenifent.as the prefent, or 
that God will bo content with the dregs of 
iife, and the refufe of his years ; kt him not 
foolifhly imagine, that after having fpent his 
beft days in the fervice cf fin, the wretched 
remains of them are an oiTering fit for his 
Creator ; or thkt a foul polluted with guilt, 
and a body emaciated with dife;^/^ will be ac- 
cepted at the altar of the Almighty, No; he 
demands the firii and faireft of all . our days, 
the firft and pureft motions of the heart; the 
firft fruits " of that vineyard which hi§ right 
^ hand -hath planted, and of thd branch that 
** he made fo ftrong for himfelf*/' 

It can be, indeed, but littl'c proof of our 
loyalty not to rebel againft our Sovereign^ 
when we have not ftrength to take up arm^, 
and there are no temptations to make m 
fwerve from our allegiance i but if, when we 

* PiHlm Ixxx. V. 15. 

are 
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are in out full ftrength and vigour; when the 
danger is near, and the enertiy^at the gate, 
trying every method to fubdue our virtue, and 
corrupt our fidelity ; if v^e then withftand in 
the evil day, rejeft his offers, repel his vio- 
lence, elude his flratagems, and baffle all his 
attempts, we fhall then, indeed, fhow durfelves 
good fubjcfts and faithful foldiers of our hea- 
yenly Mafter j we fliall have fought the good 
fight of faith, and when death fhall releafe us 
from our flation, may, humbly hope to receive, 
through the merits of pur Redeemer, the 
wages of our Chriftian warfare } not thofe pe* 
rifhable crowns, and that vifionary imniorta- 
Jity, which are the poor rewards of earthly he- 
roes, but a crown of glory that ^deth not away, 
a real inunortality of happinefs in Heayefl. 

jBut this confideration more pfbpefly be- 
longs to the fecond head, under which I 
propofed to confider fome of the principal 
advantages arifing fron> a cpurfe Of <sarly 
piety, 

!!• And, firft; he who remembers his 
Creator in the days of his youth, may depend 
upon it, that his Creator will not forget him 
all the days of his life, A religious young 

perfon 
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perfon is^ above all others, peculiarly accept- 
able to tbe Alnjighty -, ^n objedl upon which 
he looks down with an eve of uncommon fa- 
vo.ur aad approbation. There cannot, indeed, 
be conceived a fpe(9acle more great and lovely, 
than to fee a young man ftruggling with the 
temptations of the world, the tyranny of cuf- 
torn, the felicitations of evil company, and the 
ftrength of evil paflions. To fee him not 
** meanly following a multitude to do evil,'* 
but bravely ftetaming the. popular torrent; 
and whilft thofe around him deviate either on 
the one hand into the beaten road of vice, or 
on the other into the endlefs mazes of gaiety 
and folly ; to fee him left ftanding alone with 
virtue in the midftjf and daring to be Angularly 
good. To fee the vigour of his underftajuding 
not funk \n fenfuality, or diflipated.in trifles, 
but rifing to the noblefl purfuits after truth 
and virtue 5 and the alacrity of his fpirits not 
exhaufted in the wild failles of intemperate 
mirth, in ruining his own and others inno- 
ceiice, and difturbkig the peace and crder of 
fociety; but exerting itfelf in the moil lively 
difplay of every generous and focial duty, in 
giving life to his devotions, and atchieving the 

conqueft 
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l^ncHltfl over his paffions. To fee him, in 
jfho^t, iaprificing the flower of his days, his 
gaieties, his pleafures, and diyerfions, at the 
^Jt^r of his Creator -, and, in fpite of the im-^ 
potent wit and railjery of his gay conipanionSt 
JO fpite of all the obftru<Stions that the wickn 
.^iiefs of man, or the decpitfulnefs of his own 
jie^rt, can thf pw ia his way, fteadily and refo-^ 
Xutely perfeycring ia a lu^iform cpurf^ of piety 
gnd virtue to tH^ laft^ 

t 

It c^not fail, but fuch an one ipuft, in th^ 
prdinary pourfe of things, draw down upon 
himfelf the choiceft bl?ffings of Heaven, H« 
4ets put i|i hfe with fairer profpedt? and greater 
advantages than all bis rival contemporaries, 
i^^h the.WdHng of God upon all his under-: 
|akiHg5« and a mpral ajflitr?^nce, that whatfoever 
he doetfc,r it <|mll profper. And it muft furely 
te a fnoft f omfor^hie reflexion to him, that 
*' he thus grows under the defence of the 
f' Moft High, and flourifhes under the fhadow 
^* of the Almighty." It muft give life to all 
bis defignsj^ infpire him with a manly forti- 
tude ip all his refblutions, and ditfufe an even 
chearfulpefs and compofure through his whole 
^eportpient, whilft likp bk bleffed Mafter, in 

the 



i88 SERMON VIII. 

the fame period of life, ^^ he grows in (lature 
** and in wifdom, and in favour with God and 
^' man ♦•" 

2. By remembering God in our youth, wc 
iavc the pains of recolleAing him in old age, 
** when the evil days come, (as come they 
** affuredly will) in which we (hall fay, we 
** have no plcafure in them," If Religion is 
jt leiTon we muft fome time or other learn, we 
cannot begin too foon. It is not a thing to be 
taken up at our leifure, a work to be done 
when we have nothing elfe to do j but will 
find full employment for all the time and pains 
we can beftow upon it. Youth is the time 
when the feeds of every Chriftian grace and 
virtue are to be fown in our hearts. If we 
negledt this favourable feafon, and fufFcr the 
tares to fpring up in their room, we Ihall not 
only have the painful tafk of implanting new 
afieftions and new defires in a worn-out foil, 
but of eradicating the old ones ; and that, too, 
when they have grown up with us fo long, 
and are fo interwoven with our very confti- 
tutions, that to rend them away from the foul, 
will be like plucking out an eye, or tearing 

• Luke XI. 52. 

off 
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ofF a limb from the bcxly. The Scriptures 
have laboured to exprefs, in the ftrongeft 
terms, the extreme difficulty of fuch an un- 
dertaking, and made ufe of the boldeft figures 
to imprefs a deep fenfe of it upon our minds. 
They call fuch a reformation in an advanced 
age, */ becoming a new creature, putting off the 
*^ old man and putting on the new,'* and com- 
pare it to ^* the leopard changing its fpots, and 
" the Ethiopian his fkin*." Indeed, the great 
hardfhip of the tafk may well juftiiy fuch ex- 
preflions; and if any one confiders what pains it 
cofls him, to wean himfelf^ven from the moft 
whimfical and trifling cuftoms which he ha^ 
accidentally acquired and long indul^d, he 
will eafily conceive what inward pangs and 
agonies he niuft undergo, before he can entirely 
eradicate habits that are grafted on the ftrongeft 
natural defires-j .and.eflfea fuch a total change 
in the whole fiame and temper, in the polqur 
and complexion of his mind, as is abfolutely 
neceflary to render his reformation efte£tuaL 

We are told, indeed, in Scripture, .that 
*' the ways of Religion are ways of pleaf^ntr 
** nefs, and that all her paths are peace;" and 

• 2r Con V. 17. Gal. iv, zz, 24. Jcr, xiilzy 
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To thejr moft certainly are ; tut it h to tticifd 
only who have been accuftomed to walk irt 
them from their youth lip. Tfie gate Aai 
leadeth to this way is narrow and ftrait,^ and 
the road, at firft, fo Trigged and uneven> that 
if we do not enter upon itiill *^ the day is far 
" fpentj and the night drawcth on/* we fiiaH 
neither have time nor ftrength to furmount 
the many obftacles wc fhall meet with* But 
if the young man fets out in the morning ot 
life, the frefhnefs of his ilrength and fpiritsy 
aided by the influences of divine grace, wifl 
carry him through cvcty diflicuhy* As htt 
advances forwards^ hli toil gfows left;; the 
ifperities of the way gradually tfifappeat ; the 
patli grows wider, and the profpeft opens, 
till he fees at hft, with the eye rfffuth, thaSI 
land of promife to whith he haftehs; a^fighSr 
^hat chears and revtves^iitni ^cn/aft^^e 
labours of his joiimey, his ibul begins' to 
iairit withift him* And this iirggefts to ite 
a third advantage refulting from afi early fenfci 
of Rdjgion, naniely, the fatisfafltion and com- 
ITort it will aUbrd us on the bed of death; 
'3. However the young libertine may rioW 
|)oaft hiffifeif/and triumph in his impiety, andj, 
^" ^ laugh 
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laugh at the fcrnpulous timidity of thofe who 
deny themfeWes a thoufand pleafures. Which 
ife bol^fhatches without hefitation or remorfe, 
yet there will come a time, and God knows 
how foon it may come, when his heart will 
quake for fear, when he will believe and 
tremble. Nor muft he vainly flatter himfelf 
that the evil day is far off, or that when it 
does come, he fhall face it with the fame 
fteadincfe and intrepidity with which he now 
affronts his Maker. For whilft he fees *^ thou- 
*^ fands even of his own age, fall befide him, 
"^^ and ten thoufand at his right hand,'* how 
can he bfe fure that the danger will not come 
high him, e^ecially as he takes the fureft me- 
thod to bring it near him, and to quicken the 
pace of death by his intemperance. It muft, 
however, at laft overtake him ; and whbn ir 
does; all his vaunted courage will at once 
defert him. The ftouteft hearts will fail, and 
the fierccft fpirits will be broken, when that 
dreadful day arrives. Our own' hiftory, arid 
that of other nations, will furnifh us with 
abundant inftances, where the bpldeft chiefs 
in iniquity, who have gloried in the mo ft: open 
mnd avowed contempt of Religion, have yet 
X been 



192 SERMON VIII. 

been (b utterly difinayed at the approach of 
death, as to fink into the moft abjedt fuper- 
ilition and unmanly complaints. It is not that 
enterprizing fpirit which carries a man fo fuc- 
celsfully through this world, that will avail 
him in his entrance on the next. Nothing 
can then fupport him amidft the terrors of 
diflblution, and the pangs of parting with all 
that is dear and near to him, but the refledtion 
on a well fpent life ; and as we fhall ftand in 
need of every poflible increafe of comfort, we 
ought to fweeten this refledlion all we can, by 
beginning early to remember God. For we 
muft not imagine, what fome are willing to 
perfuade themfelvqs, that a late repentance 
will have the fame cffcQ. upon our minds in 
our laft moments, as a life that needed no re- 
pentance. They who think fo, fhow them- 
felves to be utter ftrangers to the real fituation 
of a dyjng man. They know not the terror 
and amazement, the fears and apprehenfions, 
of a foul that ftands trembling on the brink of 
eternity, and whofe falvation depends on a late 
repentance. He fears, he knows not what, 
about the fincerity of that repentance ; he fears 
his contrition may not have been deep enough^ 

his 
X 
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his amendment not complete; that fome 
crimes may not have appeared to him in their 
full guilt and bafenefs^ and fome may have en* 
tirely efcaped his fearchi He enhances every 
real danger, and creates to himfelf a thoufand 
'more ; and w^hatever may be the efficacy of 
that repentance, w^ith regai-d to hh future con- 
dition, it cannot in his prefent yield hinx that 
comfortable hope, that humble confidence in 
the merits of his Redeemer, which is abfo- 
lutcly neceJTary to the quiet of the mind^ in 
fo interefting a point. This can only be the 
refult of a life, in whichi upon the moft im- 
partial review, there appears nothing to k- 
ment but thofe frailties and infirmities which 
man cannot but fometimes fall into, and 
which God, thfough the mediation and death 
of Chrifti has moft gracioufly promifed to forr 
give. And in this review, the further we can 
caft our eyes backwards on our fincere, though 
imperfedl endeavours after holinefs, and the 
nearer we can trace up the beginning of our 
religious obedience to the beginning of life, 
the more pleafing will be the retrofpedt, the 
more unallayed our fatisfaftion. Every im- 
pulfc of paflion we have fubdued, every temp- 
Vot. II. O tatiort 
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tation wc have refiftcd or cfcaped, every dvil 
thought we have reftrained> and every go6d 
one we have encouraged, will then each rife 
up to befriend us, and fpeak peace tp our 
affrighted fouls. And though, the religious 
young man may now, perhaps, coaqd^ of 
the difficulties he h^th to ftr<aggle with, yet 
let him remember,, that the bitterer hi« pi5e-» 
fent fenfations are, the more, joyful will be his 
refle(Stions at that n^iomentous^ period. It is 
then in ihort, and only then, we fee the tme 
difference between him that ferveth God ia 
his youdi, and him that ferveth him. not ; and 
whoever compares their different circmxt-r 
fiances and behaviour on that tiyiag. occafion, 
will moil fincerely wifli ** that he^ may die the 
death of the righteous, and that his latter end 
may be like his/* But l$t us femember, that 
it is not a nlere ina<9:ive wj^ alone that caij 
procure us this itieflknable bteffing; let us 
remember, that if we would die the^ deat^ of 
the righteous, we^ mufl ferioulfy refolve fi-c^n 
our youth up, to live his life^ and that it will 
be in vain to pray that our latter end nuy he 
like his, unlefs our early year^ be like his 
alfo. 
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1 Kikcs, xviii. 21;^ 

iND EtIJAH CAME UNT^O ALL THE P^6?Lt\ 
AND SAID, HOW LONG HALT YE BE- 
•TWEEI* T>Vo Ol^IlfflONS ? IF THE LOkD 
Bfi GOD, FOLLOW HIM; BUT IF BAAL^ 
f HEN FOLLOW ttlM. 

NOtwithftandiflg the ma«iy exprefs cotn^ 
ittands givett to the Jews to worfliip 
tht one only true God, and the many admi- 
rable pfovifions i«ade in their law to prefervc 
them from the adwatioh oi any other ; yet 
it is notof ioufi, that from the time of their 
leairing Egypt, down tt the Babylonifh cap- 
tivitjTi. they were frequently falling into ido- 
latry. It muft be obferVed^ however, that this 
idcdatry cf theirs, wicked and ifiexcufable as 
it undoubtedly wks, did not cohfift in ab- 

O 2 folutely 
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folutely renouncing the worfhip of the . triid 
God, but in joining with it the worfhip of 
falfe gods. This they did in imitation of 
the heathen nations around them, who, likd 
all other pagans, though they had eacli their 
peculiar tutelary deities, yet made no fcruple 
of afTociating thofe of any other people along 
V/ith them. In conformity to which atccom- 
modating temper, the Jews themfelves pro- 
bably confidering the God of Ifrael as their 
national God, imagined that their allegiance to 
him was not violated by admitting other local 
deities to a (har^ in his worihip- It was this 
abfurd and impious cuftom of joining the ado- 
ration of idols to that of the true God, againfl: 
which* we find fo many precepts and jexhof- 
tations in the Old Teftameht dire<fied, aiid 
fuch fevere punifliments denounced. And in 
oppofition to this ftrange pra<3:ice it was,- that 
Elijah propofes to the idolatrous Ahab and 
his people, an effed;ual method of deciding 
\vhich was the true God, Jehovah or Baal ; 
and he introduces his propofal with that fpi* 
rited expoftulatiod, contained in the words of 
the text. ** How long halt ye between two 
/* opinions ? If the Lord be God, follow him j 

" but 
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^ but if Baal, then follow him." This was, 
in effedt, faying. How long will ye aft this 
bafe diiingenuoas part of. attempting to (erv^ 
two mafters, and to worfhip at once both the 
Lord and Baal ? The Lord is a jealous God. 
He demands your whole afiedlion* He wiU 
not be ferved by halves ; he will not accept of 
a divided empire with Baah Chufe ye, then, 
whom ye will ferve, and no longer halt be- 
tween two direftly oppofite and inconiiftent 
opinions. If you are pcrfuaded (and never 
had any people more rcafon to be perfuadcd) 
that the Lord Jehovah, the great Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, is the only true God, aft 
agreeably to fuch a pcrfuafiont Follow him, 
and him only ; ferve him fincerely, uniformly, 
and entirety, with all your heart, and foul, and 
mind, and ftrength ; and live a life of virtue 
and holinefs, in obedience to hi^ commands. 
But if, on the contrary, you can> in oppofition 
to the plainefl and flrongefl evidence, bring 
yourfelves ferioufly to believe that Baal is God, 
follow h'm. Follow him (if your nature re* 
coil not at it) through aU thofe impure and 
deteflable praftices which his worfliip autho- 
rizes and requires. But come not thus reeking 

O 3 with 
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vnth idolatry to the altar of the Lord. H«, 
will accept of no facrifices from fuch pc^ute^ 
hands. Baal is then your God^ and yq\x are hh 
people. To him alone offer up your vows j 
from him only expcd die fupply of all your 
wants, and deliverance from all your cak' 
mities. 

■ 

The obferyation naturally arjGng frcMn the 
text thus explained, is this: That as God 
would not allow a partial worfhip under the 
Mofaic difpenfation, neither will he admit of 
partial faith, and partial obedience, under the 
Chriftian covenant. 

H^ who was the God of the Jews, is alfo 
the God of the Chriftians ; has from the fame 
invariable pre-eminence of his divine nature, 
the fame claim to our entire and uni:eferved 
fubmiffion to his will, is equally jealous of his 
own glory and of our allegiance, and eq[ually 
averfe to any rival in our affeflions, and our 
fervices. It was the duty of the Jew to be- 
lieve and obey the whole law of Mo^s« It 
is the duty of the Chriftian to believe and 
obey the whole law of Chrift. In oppofition 
to the doftrines and duties of the IVf o^c law, 
flood the extravagant conceits of Gentile thco- 

'^ogy, 
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kigy, tmd fitc execrable impurities and barba- 
rities of iddktiroUs wotih^* In oippofition to 
the doArines and duties of the Golpel, fland 
the fahcifU refinements of modern phiiofbphy, 
and the allurements of a finiVil world, which 
0re now too jfrequently diibading the belief^ 
awl dividing the obedience of Chriftians, as 
fuperftition and id<^try did formerly thofe 
of the Jews. And it is no more allowable to 
halt in our belfef between deiim and reve- 
iation, and in. our pradtice between God and 
Mammon, than it was in the Jews formerly to 
follow at once both the Lord and BaaL The 
text> therefore, when divefted of all peculiarity 
of circumflance, and brought home to our- 
felves* affords this general and tifeful prin- 
ciple, that we fhould not waver between two 
fjrflems, and endeavour to forve at the fame 
thne two mafters j but entirely devote our- 
felves either to the one or the other> and ftand 
to all the confequences of our choice. This 
admohition fcems not improperly calculated 
for the ftate rf Religion among ourfelves at 
this day, and may be applied with equal jufticc 
both to our feith and practice. 

O4 But 
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But I fhall, in this difcourfe, confine my ob^i 
fervations almoft entirely to the latter, as being 
the moft ufeful, and the beft fuited to the bufi- 
nefs of this place. For although much might be 
faid refpefting ft range conceits in matters of 
faith ; although there are, it is well known, in 
this country, as well as in others, a few indiyi^ 
duals who think themfelves at liberty to feleft 
out of the Gofpel, for their creed, jufl: what 
happens to fuit their particular humour or car 
price, and to rejedt all the reft, and may there- 
fore very juftly be iaid to ^* halt between two 
** opinions ;'* yet the number of thefe perfons 
is fo incnqfiderable, and the reception thqir te- 
nets meet with is fo very unpromifing, that to 
beftowmuchof our attention upon them,^ would 
be a very needlefs wafte of time. Much lefs can 
it be neceflary to enter here into any confutation 
of their fanciful opin ions. They have been con- 
futed, moft eiFedtually confuted, above fcven-r 
teen hundred years ago,and that, too, by a book 
which is, or ought to be, in the hands of every 
Chriftian; I mean the Bible. E very page of th^t 
facred volume bears teftimonyagainft them; and 
it is utterly impoflible for any man of a plain 
underftanding, and of an unprejudiced mind, 

to 
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to look into the Gofpel without perceivings 
that all thofe great and important dodrines 
which our philofophic Chriftians are pleafed 
to rejedt (and which, in.fadt, amount to al- 
jnoft every peculiar dodrine of the Gofpel, 
except that of the refurredion) are taught and 
repeatedly inculcated in the facred writings, 
in terms as clear, explicit, and unequivocal, as 
it is in the power of language to exprefs. They 
are, in fadt, fo interwoven with the very frame 
and conftitotion, with the entire fubftance and 
cffence of Chriftianity, that they muft ftand or 
fall together. They are found in the fame 
Gofpel, and are intimately blended and incor- 
porated with thofe moral precepts, and thofe 
evidences of a refurredtion and a future ftate, 
which are on all fides allowed to be divine ; 
and there is no fuch thing as feparating them 
from each other, no fuch thing as diifolving the 
conneftion between them, without undermin-* 
ing the whole fabric of Chriftianity, and de- 
feating the chief purpofes for which Chrift 
came into the world. 

Let no one, then, that profefles himfelf a 
cjifciple of Chrift, ever be induced to fluc- 
. tuate thus between two fyftems, ' Let him 
never liften to any fuch deceitful terms of ac- 
commodation 
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f ommodaticfti ^itk 5' the Vain {^Hofo^li^ of 
^ this motlAj'' nor fiiflisr himfelf to be ll$d away 
ty ** thp deiiifionsof fcience, falfcly fo calfecL'* 
Let him never coQlfenit to maim and tnutikt^ 
|bat compkte and perfed body of Cfaijftian 
4Ddfine, which ^ is fa fidy firatned together^ 
^ and compared by that which cveiy Joint 
"f* fupplieth/' that to take away any ooe mem- 
|ber, IS to deftroy the be^uty^ ftrpHgthi, and fta-^ 
bility of the whole. 

Thus miu;b insy fuflke pt prefcat for thoS^ 
wbo^ in the language of the text^ mfty be faid tat 
halt between i^^i^mnj', between the Rdigioa 
of nature and the Religion of Chrift,, I now 
leaden to that which is the principal objeft of 
this iicourie, tht ^a3ical inconiiftencies with 
which fbme men axe chargeable. For, among 
the profeffors of our faith, there are too many 
who, though their fpeculative opinions may 
be right and uniform, yet in their praAice halt 
between two oppofite modes of conduft, and 
endeavour to ferve at the lame time twa 
mafters, God and Mammon* 

I fay nothing here of thofe who are pro* 
fcffedly men of the world, who difckim all 
belief in the dodlrines of die Gofpel, and 
a?ll obedience to ite. lawa. Tbefe m^n have 

taken 
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taken ^clr part, have adopted a fyftem. A 
miferable one, indeed, it is ; but it is, how* 
^ycr, a deoided one ; and whatever other guilt 
tJiey may be tiiargeable with, inconjijiefice cer-r 
(ainiy is not one of their faults. 

In this refpeiSk the cliildran of this world arc, 
in their generation, commonly wifer than the 
children of light, among whom^ unfortunately, 
i|he fame tindeviating uniformity of condudl is 
4ROt often to be found. Of thofe who ackno vv - 
ledge Chrift to be their lord and mafter, how 
4bw are diere that adhere to him invariably 
tliroi^ghout, witiK)ut ever revolting from their 
allegiance, and devoting themfelves to another 
fovereign, ^* the prince of this world/' 

One man finding it faid in Scripture, that 
charity fhall cover a multitude of fins, without 
^ver once giving himfelf the trouble to exa- 
mine into the true meaning of that doubtfiil 

4 . - - 

exprefiion^ takes refuge under the letter of it, 
and on the ftrength of a little oftentatious gc- 
oerofity, indulges every irregular paflion with- 
, out contioul, and &ncies himfelf all the while 
a &fiaus, fober Chriflian. 

A fecond, rather Ihocked at this, keeps 
clear of all grofs and flagrant enormities ; but 

hopes 
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hopes that a few fecret and lefs prefumptuou^ 
fins ivill be cafily forgiven him. 

A third, ftill more modeft and more icra-^ 
pulous, contents himfelf with one favourite 
vice^and makes not the leaft doabt but that his 
cxadl obfervance of the divine law, in other 
refpeifts, will amply atoqe for his failure in this 
fingle inftance, 

A fourth advances one ftep further than 
this; he indulges himfelf in no gratification 
that ^ms to deferve the name of fin ; biit, at 
the ianxe time, allqws the gaieties, the amufer 
ment, the bufinefs or the cares of life^ to take, 
entire pofleifiqn of his ioul, to fhut out, in a 
great mpafure, all thoughts of God and Reli- 
gion, and fteal away his affedtions from Heaven 
and heavenly things. 

Laftly ; there is another clafs of men who 
are irreproachable in their morals, and fuffir 
ciently temperate, perhaps, in their purfuitsof 
bufinefs or of amufement, hut yet fall (hort of 
that fleady and affedionate attachment to their 
divine Mafter, which his Religipn inculcates, 
and his kindnefs demands. They want that 
zeal and fervour, . that earneftnefs and aiSivity 
in his fervice, that abfolute refignatioji to his 

v^ill, 
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Will, that perfedt confidence in hi& infinite xvif^ 
dom and goodnefs, that freedom from all im- 
moderate anxiety and folicitude, hope or fear, 
exultation or diiappointment refpeding the va^ 
rious events of the preient life, which are the 
fureft and moft unequivocal proofs, that this 
world has little or no fliare iii our aflfeAions,- 
hut that our treafure is in Heaven, and there 
is our heart alfo« 

Thus it is, that too ftiany in almoft every 
denomination of profefled Chriftians do, in one 
,way or another, in a greater or a lefs degree, 
** halt between two oppofite rules of life," di- 
vide their attention between the conimands of 
Chrift, and the criminal, or the trifling enjoy- 
ments of the prcfent fccne, endeavour to ac- 
commodate matters as commodioufly as ppf- 
fible, between things temporal and things eter- 
nal ', and to take as much as they can of this 
world, vnthout lofing their hold on die rewards 
of the next. But let no man impofe on him- 
felf with thefe delufive imaginations^ Such 
duplicity of condud is as evidently contrary 
both to the letter and the fpirit of Chrift's Re- 
ligion, and as juftly obnoxious to the reproof 
conveyed in the text, as the fault already 

touched 
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loiiched upon of *' hadting between two opi-# 
^^ nioiis/' Whoever looks iiito the Gofpel, with 
the leaft degfee^ of attention, mtfi fee; tiiat it 
^eqtnresiiU to give up otir i^^k fbui tb God> 
ttiid jpay an unreiervedand undivided obedience 
to dl bis commands* The iaingiiagc of Chrifti^ 
ani^ to its difdplei is l&e dmt of Soldrndn iit 
his Proverbsy ** my fon-give mr thy heart *." 
We are commanded ** to fet dur aflSe&ions <h1 
^^ things above, and not on* things oil the 
** earth : to have our convcrfation in Heaven i 
«^ to love Cxod with all our hearty ai»l fbul^ 
*^ and mind, and ib-ength i to take up our crbfe 
*' and fbilow Chrift ; to leave fethcr ^ motherjt 
^^ brethren^ Mers, houfes and lands, for hiifr 
** name's iake; and the Gofpd's-f /* Thefr, 
and fuch Hke exprefllons^ are, it is well 
known^ pferpctualty occurring, in tte fkifrfed 
writings. And aithou^ we are not to under- 
ftand them fo literally^ and fo rigouroufly^ as 
to conceive ourfelves obliged to renounce the 
world abfblutely, and all its rational and inno^ 
cent enjoyments, tp retire into defcrts and caves, 

• Prov. xxiii. 26. 

t Col. iii. 2. {^hil. iii. 20. Mark xli. 30. Matth. xvL 24* 
^. 29. 
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add tbiok-of notluiig but ^e conj^&ms; o£ 
eternity; yet, if we allow tbefe phrafes; 4wy^ 
mieaiaiQg^ they cannot imply ler$ than this;, that 
our chief and pripcipalconoern,. beyond all 
comparifop^ muft. be to pleafe: and ob^ our 
Maker iii all things j that we muft feek firft 
the kingdom of God wd his righteoufaefs j 
that we muil look up tohis law aa the great 
guide and. governing principle of owr lives j 
tbit we muft not vibrate perpetually between 
two nafters^ between: two oppcrfite modes of 
qondttft^ between:; vhe and, virtue, between 
piisty and pleafure, between inclination, and 
daly^ between this life and tlie next ; but de^ 
vote ourfclves heartily and fincerely to th^ 
fervice ofour heavenly Father, and fu^r no 
one earthly object to eftrangc or draw arway 
our aCe£tion? from him*. 

The only way, then, for a wife and a good 
man to take, is to prcfcrve that uniformity 
aiid confiftence, and dignity of chara<Ster, both 
in, opinion and in pradiCe, which is in all cafes 
refpe<ftable ; in the Chriftian Religion eflential 
and, indifpenfable. You muft, in fhort, as 
Jofhua j&id tp the Jewifh. people, *^ you muft 
" chufe, this day^ whom you will fcrve/' You 

muft 
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inuft take your parti and adhere to it ileadily 
ind invariably throughout; 

If, in the firft places with refpedl to doc- 
trines and matters of Belief; you think that you 
are innocent and perfed ci^eaturesi that you 
(land in need of no Redeemer^ no Mediator, 
no expiation for y&nr paft, no affiftance for 
your future cortdud: ; that revelation is n6ed- 
lefs, andreafon alone fufficient for all the good 
purpofes of this life and the next, then follow 
reafon, and be confident with yourfelves;, Dd 
hot rcpofe the leaft part of your hopes on 
Chrift, You have nothing to do with him 
ot hi$ Gofpel: You can claim nothing under 
his name ; by your own merits you muft fland 
or fall ; muft go boldly and with confidence 
tip to the throne of God, and demand from 
his juftice, as a matter of right, that pardon 
and thofe rewards which you difdain to re- 
ceive from his mercy as a matter of grace. 
But if your minds revolt againft fuch pre-- 
fumption as this; if you feel yourfelves cor^ 
rupt and finful, the children of vanity and the 
fport of paffions, continually tranfgrefling the 
dictates even of your own reafon, and of courfil 
continually deferving punifhment from the 

CJiver 



Civer of that reafon ; if vqu fina that fome- 
thing more than mere modern philofppKy is 
neceflary to heal the depravity of your nature, 
to recoticile you to an offended iGdd, to aflifl 
you in the performance of your duty, to fup- 
port you under the fevereft affli(ftions> and to 
fatisfy the craving of your loiil with t'nut 
fulnefs of joy which the world, and all the 
world*s wifdom can never give ; if, in fine, 
you perceive that the Goipel of Chrifl con- 
tains every thing you want, and that the truth 
of its pretenfions is founded on fuch fort of 
evidence as no man upon earth was ever yet 
deceived by trufting to in any other cafe, 
then follow Chriff ; take him for your only 
fole guide in religious knowledge, and reppfe 
an entire and^ abfblute confidence in his holy 
word. When once you are perfuaded that 
he is an infpired teacher, and that he and his 
Religion came from God, no dodtrines, how- 
ever difficult or myfterious, how much foever 
they tranfcend reafon, if not repugnant to it, 
will be any obftacles in your way. You will 
receive them all with implicit reverence and 
fubmiffion on the fole ground of his teftl- 
mony* The only queftion to be aflced re- 
%L.Il. P fpc<aing 
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Ipcdting fuch dodrincs is this. Do they ac-^ 
tually exift in the Gofpel ? Is there fufficient 
evidence for the authenticity of that Gofpel ? 
If there be, and this we have all along fup* 
pofed, the difpute is decided, and you can no 
longer hefitate refpedting the admiflion of 
truths grounded on fuch authority. 

In the fiime manner, with refped: to pra£lice. 
If you admit the reality of a future exift.ence, 
and a future day of recompence, and if after de- 
liberately comparing this life with the next, you 
do, in your beft and fobereft judgment, think 
that prefent enjoyments are more valuable than 
future and eternal happinefs, and a little felf- 
denial in this world more infupportable than 
everlafting mifery in the next, then let this 
v/orld be the fole idol of your hearts ; to this 
devote yourfelves without referve. It would 
then be folly to facrifice any pleafures, any 
advantages to the commands of your Maker, 
or to let one thought about futurity difturb 
your tranquillity, or interrupt your purfuits# 

But if you find this to be impoffible ; if you 
feel yourfelves to be defigned for immortality ; 
if you cannot forhear looking perpetually for- 
ward into futurity i if to thefe fentiments of 

Natui^ 
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Nature, Reafon adds her voice, and Revelatioii 
confirms it by evidence that h irrefiftible i if, 
llfereover, on a fidr eilimate of the fcfpedtive 
value of things temporal, and things eternal^ 
you are convinced that the pdins and the plea- 
fures of this world arc not worthy to be com'* w 
pared with the rewards and punishments of 
the next j if, in fine^ the limited nature of thb 
human faculties, the contrary tempers of 
mind, and courfes of aflion, which contrary 
purfuits require, and the exprefs declarations 
of Chrift himfelf prove inconteilably, that we^ 
cannot fcrve God* and Mammon, cinnot re- ^ 
concile two oppofite modes of condudt toge- 
ther ; what, then, is the courfe which a pru- 
dent and confiderate man has to take ? Why^ - 
evidently, to devote himfelf abfolutely and en- 
tirely to the fervice of his one Lord and 
Mafter, and to fuffer nothing to interfere with 
that great object of his attention* If there 
really ii a future fcene of exigence, and if the 
rewards promifed to the righteous, and the pu* 
nifhments denounced againft the wicked, are 
aS great and as durable as they are reprefented 
to be, there is no facrifice in this life which a ^ 
wiie man would not make to them« If they / 

P 2 ar# 
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are wpf th apy tbijjg, %y a^e wprtji every 

thin^. ^,,jt^en, nqt opfy a^Boft, but al- 

^ fojgfcthfr .phriftians. Let i^o efitjcji^g jyq!;4? 

of ra^p'^ lfd%o!t» put jpp wt pf cpfipeit. wi4» 
the divij^ ^'ujths of ^he'lScj^;!, §nd mak^ you 
haU ^^^tjyqqi tvsTo ppipj^^^ 1ft Rp pQ^i^vQurit^ 
vice, noypjorldly pvwrfuits^ pp yam an:)ufcpien.ts^ 
dr^w yoi^ cjff ftom any part o^ ypur duty, and 
divide your pbediencc bet^ee^^t !Gp4 and BaaL 
If you bav^ chpfen the o|her WP^ld fpr ypur 
portion, cjing^np^ any l9Qger fofldty to thi5> 
if you have fet your hai^ tp t|ie plcMiglv Ipplj^ 
not bac^ to tl^?^ vanities ypu b^w r^nou^s^ffi- 
Be np^ irrefolute, \v*vering, ^s^iflide^ve; be 
HQt governed by ^he opinipn . ^f the %^ aqf 
the tcmptotiQH pf the njpipent- Do not fe 
divide yourifelve^ betweefj tvw a)9$e(9,- a§ tj* > 
pkafe neij^er the one 905 tlj? 9the? f #0^ not 
manage isf wr^c^edly a^ to ^ie. at once wh%t 
little this v^orld has t;o giv^ and all the gjorioii)^ 
rejv^r^s Yfh^^ the other hold? ^p to yoHr 
view. *' Chufe ye, in /hpf t^ this day, M{)|pm 
^ ye wil)L fcfye/^ If the Lpr4 be Go^ '^nd 
n9t Baaly be refolved at once ; take a n)gnly 
ai)d. a decided part; fix ypur afedtiofi; ,10)* 
inpveably on heavenly thipg^i purfue, >yitfi 

unremitting 
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unremitting attention, your beft and trueft in^ 
iereft ; give up yourfelves, body and foul, into 
the hands of your Maker, and perfevere uni- 
formly in his fervice to the end of your lives; 
that having thus finifhed your courfe, and kept 
the faith to the laft, you may receive '* the 
*' prize of your high calling in Chrift Jefus ; 
^' and v^hen your flefh and your heart fhall 
" fail, may find God to be the ftrength of your 
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THE KINGDOM IS THE LORB'S^ AND «[£ 1% 
THE GOVERNOR AMONG THE NATIONS^ 

THE doftrine conveyed tp us in thcfe 
words is that of a national prq-^ 
yiDENCE ; apd it is a doftrine no Icfs con-^ 
fonant to reafon than confol^tory to the hu- 
man niin4* It muft therefore afford us the 
higheftfatisfadion^tofind this truth confirmed 
by the facred writers in the cleareft and the 
ftrongeft terms. The Scriptures are full of 
the moft gr^ciouis promij^s tp righteous na- 
tions^ an4 of the mofl dreadful denunciations 
againft wicked and impenitent kingdoms; and: 
it is well known, that neither thcfe promifes, 
nor thefe threatenings were vain. ^ The hiftory, 
^f the Jewifli people, mora efpecially, is 

* Pjr^ched before the Houfc of Lords, January 30, 1778. 
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fcarcc any thing elfe than the .hiftory of God's 
providpntial interpofition to punifli or reward 
them^ according as they obeyed or difobeyed 
his laws. And although we fliould admit 
that on account of the peculiar circunaftances 
of that people, and the unexampled form of 
their theocratic government, their cafe cannot 
be drawn into ^ parallel with . that of other 
nations, yet there are not wanting fome which 
may, Thofe four celebrated ernpires of an- 
tiquity which rofe up one after another, an4 
fucceflively filled the world with aftoniQi- 
ment and terror, were nothing naore thaq 

mighty engines in the hand of God to execute 

♦ 

his various difpenlations of mercy or of juftice 
on the Jewi/h tlationj, and other civil commu-^ 
uities; and to prepare the way^ gradually for 
the intr6du6lion of another kingdom of a very 
different nature, and fuperior to them all. 
Their f\k and fall were predided in the fa^ 
cred writiiigs^ long before th^y exifted *, and 
l^fe extraoi^cjinary perfonages^^ Nebuchad*^ 
ne2J2;ar, Cyrus, Alexander, Auguftus, Vefpa-« 
flan, and Titus^^were, though unknown to 
tbenfifelves, the agents of the Almighty, 

• ♦- Daniel vH. ^ vfiL - 

r?tife4 
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s 

raifed up at certain appointed tinges, and fiir-- 

nifhed with every requifite qualificatipa to 

*' perform all his pleafure *^" and fulfil hi$ 

views. '* I am the Lord that maketh aU 

** thing3 j that ftretcheth forth the heavens 

*• alone j that Ipreadeth abroad the earth by 

*^ myfelf i that fruftrateth, the tokens of the 

^* lyars, and maketh diviners mad;^ that turn- 

*^ eth wife men backward, and maketh their 

^* knowledge fooUih ; ^that confirnoeth the 

^* word of his fervant, and performeth the 

^' counfel of hi3 meflengers, I form the light 

** and. create darknefs; I make peace and 

" create evil: I the. Lord do all the&k 

^* THINGS -f-/' Thu^ we fee, that what is 

confidered as the common vicillitude of hu-* 

man affairs, peace and war, peftilence and ia-» 

mine, political changes and national revolur 

tions, the paflions of the wicked,, the machU 

nations of the crafty, the virtues of the good* 

the errors of the weak, the prudence of th© 

wife, the fhining qualities of the great 5 every 

thing, in fhort, that the world calls accident, 

chance and fortune, are all, in fa£t, under the 

controll of an invifible and over-ruling hand }( 

which, without any violation of the laws of 

f IffAak xliv, 28. f Ifiuah adiv. 24, 25, 26, and xlv. 7. 
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nature, or the freedom of hiiman adions, ren- 
ders them fubfervient to the gracious purpofes 
of divine wifdom in the government of the 
world* 

In the inftance above adduced of the four 
great monarchies, we fee this fublime truth 
exemplified in the moft ftriking manner* They 
form, as it were, one vaft map of providential 
adminiftration, delineated on fo large a fcale, " 
and marked with fuch legible charafters, that 
they cannot well efcape our notice. But al- 
though this is very properly hung up for the 
obfervation of mankind in general, yet there 
are other examples of a national Providence 
which to us may be inore interejfting, as com- 
ing more home to ourfelves. We of this king- 
dom have been moft remarkiably favoured 
with the vifible proteftion of Heaven ; and 
there are in our own hiftory fo many plain 
and unequivocal marks of a divine interference^ 
that if WE do not acknowledge it, we are either 
the blindeft or the moft ungratefuj people oa 
earth. Let me more particularly call your at- 
tention to the following very iingular circurii-? 
ftances, in feme of the greateft events that dig- 
nify the annals of this country. 

Our 
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Our reparation from the church of Rome 
was begun by the paffions of a prince, who 
meant nothing lefs than that reformation of 
Religion which was the confequence of it; 
The total difperfion and overthrow of what 
was profanely called the invincible Armada, was 
efFciftcd almoft entirely by winds and tempefts. 
That dreadful popiih confpiracy, which feem- 
cd guarded by impenetrable darknefs and 
filence againft all poffibility of deteftion, was 
at laft cafually difcovered by a letter equally 
indifcreet and obfcure. At a time when there 
appeared no hope of ever recovering our an- 
cient form of government, it fuddenly rofe 
from the ruins in which the tragedy of this 
day had involved it i under the aufpices of a 
man who had helped to deftroy it, and who 
feemed almoft to the laft moment undecided 
whether he fhould reftore or deftroy it again. 
And to crown all, our deliverance in a fubfe- 
quent reign from the attempts of a gloomy 
tyrant to cnflave both body and foul, was 
brought about by a concurrence of the moft 
furpriajing incidents coropcrating, at that very 
critical moment on which the whole depend-^ 
cd, with the nobleft eftbrfis of true patriotifm. 
* Let 
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Let ncjw the hardicft feeptic coafider onl/ 
thefc few remarkable fadls fele<S:ed from- a 
multitude of others fcarce kfs e^Ktraordinarjt 
and then let him deny, if he can, the evideHt 
traces they bear ftamped upon them of some 

SUPERIOR POWER. 

It may feem, indeed, as if the very times to 
whidi the prefent folemnky carries back oifr 
thou^ts, were a contradiction to the doctrine 
here advanced, were a ftrong artd melancholy 
proof that God's providential ca(re was then at 
kaft withdrawn, and ^* the lig^t of his coun^ 
^ tenance turned away" from this iflalndi The 
murdcrof a Wrtuous though mifgviided prince^ 
and the total fubverfiori of the cenftitution, 
may be: thought utterly inconfiftent with the 
notion of a divine fnperintendence. But it is 
not furely to be expeGed> that throiig^Kmt 
the whole duration of a great' empire, any 
more than throughout the whole life of an inV 
dividual, there is to be one uninterrupted cour& 
of profperity and fuccefe. Admonitions and 
checks, corrediions and punifhments, may be, 
and und^btedly are, in both cafes fomclimcs 
ufeful, perhaps- eflcntially necfeffary ; and the 
c^f0 aft4 «v«n kindnefs of ' Pfovidcnbc may be 

no 
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no ie(s vifible in tkniik Mulaiy feverif tes, than 
ii^ d)e4liftFibution'Of ite moft valnable bleffings. 
Both private and public: afflictions have a 
natural tendency to awaken, to alarm, to in- 
fkuiSb, to humanize, to meliorate the heart of 
maa; and they Siay be ultimaitely attended 
with other very important and beneficial con- 
fequences. This was eminently the cafe in 
that tttpbulent period we are now cortme- 
mprating* Tht cpnvulfions into which the 
nation was then thrown, feem to have been 
the efibrts oi a vigoroiis though at that time 
difordef e4 oonftit«t4on ; which (haking off in 
thofe violent agitations fome of its moft malig- 
nant humours, acquired in the end a degree of 
health and fouiidnefe unknown to it before. 
Thefc hQwever might, by a fkilful manage- 
ihent^ have been much fooner eftabliflied.. 
THe lenient remedies of t aw and parlia- 
mentary AUTHORITY, which Were at firlt 
applied, had made fo great a progrefs in fub^ 
dtting. the maladies of the fta^te, that there was 
all Ae encouragctnent in the world to perfe- 
vewiA that regular and prudent courfe. But 
moft unfortunately for the nation, it was too 
l^aftily relinquiihed ; atid in an evil hour re- 

courfe 
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courfe was had to that moft dangerous and 
defpciute of all experiments, which nodiing 
but extreme neceflity can juftify, military 

* 

FORCE. 

They who fet out with the very beft prin- 
ciples, and the pureft intentions, were infen- 
fibly led by a few artful incendiaries into cx- 
ceflcs of which at one time they would have 
thought themfelves utterly incapable. In their 
hafte to reform every thing, they unhappily 
forgot that the other two branches of the le- 
giflature, THE king and the lords, had 
rights as facred and as eilential to the public 
welfare, as thofe of the commons ; and that 
it was no lefs injurious and dangerous to vio- 
late the conflitution, for the j&ke of advancing 
the power of the people, than for the purpofe 
of extending the prerogative of the crown. 
Heated with thofe vifionary plans which they 
had formed of abfolute perfeftion in church 
and flate, they thought it allowable to promote 
fuch righteous ends by the mofl unrighteous' 
nxeans ; by trampling on all thofe facred laws> 
of truth, juflice, equity, charity,, and huma- 
nity, which were^indoubtedly meant (however 
little we may regard that meaning) to govern 

onr 
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taav political ^s well as private conduft; and 
which can never be tran%refled, not even in 
purfuit of liberty itfelf, without the moft per-* . 
nicious efFedts. 

No wonder, then, tliat thefe efFefts followed 
in the prefent inftance, and that the Almighty 
purfucd fuch unchriftian practices with the 
moft exemplary vengeance. It is, indeed, very 
remarkable, that every one of thofe parties 
which bore a ftiare in this miferable contcft, 
king, nobles, commons, puritans, and patriots, 
were difappointed of their aim, and found 
every thing fall out the very reverfe of what 
they expedled. Each in their turn became 
the vidim of their own devices, and the new 
race, which fprung up from their dregs, exhi- 
bited to the world a moft fingular but at the 
fame time moft inftrudtive fpeftacle. Inftead 
of that unlimited freedom, temporal and fpi- 
ritual, which they conceived themfelves com- 
miffioned by Heaven to eftablifli; confufion 
and bloodftied, tyranny and anarchy, every folly 
and ^very extravagance which enthufiafm 
could engender, followed each other in quick 
fucceffion. Afhamed and tired of fuchdif-. 
griiceful and capricious infults, the nation was 

at 
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at length roufed, and with one voice rccaHed 
the exiled iTionarch to the ^throne. But as if if 
was meant by Providence that every part af 
this unexampled fcene fliould hold forth fome 
ufeful leffon to mankind, it appeared fr6tii the 
conclufioa no lefs than from the whole pro- 
grefs of it, how completely all immoderate 
vehemence of temper and condudl defeats its 
own purpofes, and by grafping at too much 
lofcs every thing* For, as one extreme natu- 
rally begets another, cxceflive rigour to the 
father produced exceffive indulgence to the 
ion ; and in one fond moment of joy was loft 
the fruit of all the preceding ftrUggles againft 
the exorbitant claims and encroachments of 

w * 

me crown* 

But when, in the following reign, a differ- 
ent conduct was obferved, the event was alfo 
(different, and Heaven gave its fandlion to the 
glorious work. At that memorable period all 
the-injuftice and oppreffion was on the part of 
the fovereign, all the forbearance and modera- 
tion on the part of the fubjedt. For although 
the invafions made both on our civil and reli- 
gious rights, by James the Second, were far 
bolder and more alarming than thofe attempt- 

X ed 
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td by hi5 unhappy father, yet they produced 
no hafty, no Ucentious excefles among the 
people. Every legal, every conftitutional mode 
p{ redrefs was firA tried, and when thofe faUed 
of fuccefs^, more vigorous and efficacious mea- 
fures became neceflary. Yet even thefe were 
condufted with the moft confummate pru- 
dence and circumfpeftion ; and the wifdom,' 
the calnmefsi the finnnefs, the temper, the 
fobriety, wiA which our ilhiftrious anceftors 
proceededon that occafion>form a mod ftriking 
contraft to the rafhnefs, the paflion, the wild 
impetuofity, the fanatic fury, with which 
Cromwell and his aflbciates fet themfelves to 
tear up the abufes of government, and govern- 
ment itfelf along with them, by the roots^ 
The great authors of the revolution, on 
the contrary, difdaining all the ufual artifices 
<>{ faction to inflame and miflead the multi- 
tude> and leaving every one to his own natural 
fenfe and feeling of the injuries he fuftained; 
without calumny or falfhood, without invedive 
or nufreprefentation, without the horrors of 
a civil war, v^ithout a fingle battle, almofl 
without the lofs of a fingle life, effected every 
thing they wiQied. Becaufe both the end 
Vot. !!• Q^ th«y 
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they purftfedi zfiA th« ihkiii^ ^f einplafd^ 
Were readable andjiift^ PrWid^ifc© cro^^nftd 
Aeir iffbrtial wl«h fticcefe> drkl gave them iflte 
gloiy of eftabKfhing the? ri|fe^ cf th* pedj)ltei 
not cW the rain* of die do(ntfUftftid*V but oft the 
fiice adjuftment and cxasa dowwwpoife ctf all 
its fevferat coimpoftent pbrts. 

We have thdn die rtfongeft restfons ttf eon* 
dude, that ttftih: is a Fiiwet on ]¥i|<h whIfcR 
watchftsfoter tHefale of 'nation's', sthdwhiclihas 
ih a flhore (^p^a;l iMiin^, in a rhantter ^9i^ 
dktingutfhahle' ffoth d)e or^iklfjr cour^-^ 
events, and thd cbmiSioh effe&S'o£ hdta&h p^ 
ifcy and fwefigbt, prefefv«d this kingd&ifl"Hl 
the ifioil; critical ai^ piii^dQs^ cii^6amj^«e%'^i 

• <• I havie dfbdft oHei*^ed;. (fkp an' ebqttnt iSMiEer) ihit 
** when the fulneis aad maturity of time is come that prodaCbp 
'^ the great convul£on$ and dianges in the Worlds it ufuall/ 
** pleales God t6 malre it appekf» by the maHner Of th^m, thi^ 
«' they are not die efftSSs of human hr€c or policy, but of tie 
«* divine jaftic^ and predeilination. And thougli we iee a mtfH 
«* ^riking as it ivere the hour of that fulnefs of Ume, yet oar rea; 
** fon muftneeds be convinced, t^i^ hts hand is moved by fome 
<« fecretr and, t^ os w^ fll^^ Wkh6ot^ inMAie diMlfioO^'^ 
Co'UfUjf^j Difi^Je en tfy. Gd^ermnenf tf Oliver Cf^mweU. 

This obfervation u, I apprehend^ ilridly applicable tathpf(^ 
iniliaBces of invisisls Di^fiCTioN which have been Hera 
{irodttced. ,. ., , • .. 

0006 



SERMON X. £27 

Ddcs nqt this then afford fome ground to 
hope, that if we endeavour to render ourfclves 
worthy of the divine protetSion, it wilLbe oacc 
more extended to us; and that by a fpeedy 
and effb<Sual refortnatioB, of our hearts, and 
lives, wc may remove or. lighten thofe he^vy 
judgments which our iniquities have now moil 
juftly drawn down upon us. This, I kiiow, k 
holdihg. a language which they who conf>pU* 
xx^i:it themfelves with the name of PHiLds^- 
PHj£RS will treat with foyereign contempt. , But 
l^t ;thM» ?nj6y their triumph ; and l?t them 
allow ns^who think Chriftianity the befl: philo- 
fophy* to confole ourfelves, amidft thpi gjopm 
that at prefent furrounds us, with thofe reyi-* 
ving hope$ which the belief of God's provi- 
dential g9v^rnmentpr?ftnjs to u$*» If this be 
ibperAitiofb it is-fo delightful a *fuperftitipn, 
ijiat it .would be inhupa^n to depf^ve u«pf it. 
But we.^^^'ip in whon? we truft ; we know that 
tfeis truft refls cm »a foundation which cannot be 
fhakea. .It rdl^, aS; we have fccUf not only on 
the elxprefs declaration^ and promifes of holy 
writ, but on the m^ny r:emarfcable inftances of a 
J&ipematwal agency which occur in the hiftory 

♦ W^ may, I truft, on the fame grpunds entertain even now the 
ikme reviving hppes. Indeed much of the reafoning made ufe of in 
iftiie difccuHe applies moft remarkably to the preient circumiUncf g of 
ti^9 country. 

' 0^2 of 
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of mankind, and above all in our 6v/h. In 
every one of the extraordinary national -deli-^ 
verances abovemcntioned, the dangers that 
threatened this ifland v^ere of a much greater 
magnitude, and more formidable afped:, thari 
thofc which now fcem to alarm us. Why^ 
then> may we not again indulge ourfelves with 
the fame expedtations ? A feries of paft. fa- 
vours naturally begets a prefumption of their 
continuance ; and it muft not be wholly im- 
|)uted t<) the laudable partiality which every 
honeft man entertains for his own country^ 
if we give way to a perfuafion^ that God will 
ftill vouchfafe his accuftomed goodnefs to this 
favoured land, Yes> we wll fboth ourfelves 
with tht beliejF, that a nation fo diftinguifhed 
as this kaa betn, with happier revolutions,, 
arid- greater bleffings^ than any other ever ex- 
perlenrt*6di w^iJl not be At this tiine defertcd by 
its gra'cious BendoiQbV and Protedor. It is 
here that civil liberty has fixed her throne; it 
is here that proteftantifm firids its firmeft fup- 
portj it is here that die divine principle of 
toleration is eftabliflied ;• it is hefe that a pro- 
vifion Is made by government for the poor; it. 
is here that they are with a boundlefs munifi- 
Gence relieved both by private charity wd. 

public 
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public inftitutions ; it is here, in fine, that the 
laws are equal, wife, and good ; that they are 
adminiftered by men of acknowledged ability, 
and unimpeached integrity ; and that through 
their hands the ftream of juftice flows with a 
purity unknown in any other age or nation. 
Nor have we only the happinefs of enjoying 
thefe unfpeakable advantages ourfelves; we 
have had the glory (a glory fuperior to all con- 
quefts, to all triumphs) of diffufing a large pro- 
portion of them over the remoteft regions of 
the globe. Wherever our difcoveries, our 
commerce, or our arms have penetrated, they 
have in general carried the laws, the freedom, 
and the religion, of this country along with 
them. Whatever faults and errors vrc may be 
chargeable with in other refpedts, for thefe 
gifts at leaft, the moft invaluable that one 
country can beftow upon another, it is not im- 
probable that both the eaftern and the weftern 
world may one day acknowledge that they 
were originally indebted to this kingdom. Is 
it then a vain, is it a delufive imagination, that, 
after having been made the chofen inftrun^ents 
of Providence for fuch noble, fuch beneficial 
purpofes, there is fome degree of felicity ftill 
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in refcrve for us, and that the illuftrious part 
we hav? l>een appointed to aft on the great 
theatre of the world is not yet accpmpliflied ? 
What may be in the councils of the most 
HIGH ; what fnigbty cJbanges h^ mzy he xtow 
meditating in the iyftem of human affairs, he; 
alone can tell *. But in the midft of this aw- 
ful fufpence, while the fate of empires hangs 
trembling on his refolves, of one thing a.t leafl: 
we are abfolutely certain ; that it is better to 
have him for our friend than our eppmy. 
Which of the two he fhall be, depen4s entirely 
upon ourfelves. If by our infidelity, our im- 
piety, our libertinifm, our ill- timed gaiefy and 
wanton profufenefs \n the very face of public 
cJiArefs, we audacioufly infult his admonitioqs^ 
and brave his utipcfft vengeance ; what elie c^ 
we expert but that every thing which ought 
naturally to be the means of our ftability, wil^ 
be converted into inftruments of our deftrup- 
tion ? That immenfe dominion, pf which we 
ftiall then hp no loi^ger worthy, will be gra- 
dually rent away from us ; ^nd it may even 

• Whztmightj^ changes in the fyilein of hum«n aiFairs have 
fince this period (177S) adually uken place both in America 
mi in Eifope^ the reader need xKH'be inforned* 

/ become 
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^<S3ffli|ie BKCftf^iy ibr tiae \j^5d&ne of mapkincU 
tfi c^ :off 'Cdur pjCuixtfinimicatioQ Avith xliilant 
QQiMitries^ h& rthcgr be infefted with the ron- 
«i^^ cf xpur iki£* But if, on tbi£^ icon^ajry^ 
by userftccnoicg the judgpoQAtt vidod, and xc- 
tmning to ijsat alkgiaxiee w^iuch \y£ owe liiiru 
wc 3@akj pat ourfdycs uoder his piate<iiiQm j 
be fnay ftttl* 3?s he has .ofiten done, difpei the 
ctottds th^t hang owr us : or if, for wife rea«^ 
£bais he :&^ A«n ito ^gather apd darken upoa 
1(18 ; i^ fxi9^ soaike eveia this^ im the£nalxefiilt^ 
coaduce 19 eur real wcl&re* 
. Thfijr? iSi » feiSt^ no .calami^, priarate or 
ip^blic^ >^sh4 imdkr hk gcaidiQus dire<5tioiv 
p^ M>t ev^tsaHy proMe a bleffing. There 
^ fip Ipflbl* b»t tibat pf his feypur. Which 
pugjht ^t0 fi»|cijis into ddpair^ There is a fpdrit 
^ freedoTOi there is an en^gy Jji sirtue,therei& 
a .<:onfi4c«g^ in Religion, whioh wiH enable 
tbojfe $hat*poflefs thena, and ijhafe only, to rife 
^p«rior |o ^very difafter, It ij not a hoimdlefs 
iB36^njt of ter^-itpry, nor even q£(;ommerce, that 
i$ eflefttial to p^biia pm^t'Cj^^ Thay are ne* 
qeflaiy, indeed, to national grcatpefe^ :but not 
tD,»^Qml /felicity;. T/he Hcoe aaealth, the true 
ftfiurilyfif aikiBgdom.ojfflfiibdnffugality, in- 

Qj. duftry. 
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duftry, temperance, fortitude, probity, pitty;, 
unanimity. Great difficulties, more eipecially, 
call for great talents and great virtues. It is k^ 
times fuch as thefe that we look for thofe notde 
examples of self-denial and publiq spi-* 
HIT, which befpeak true greatnels of mind, 
which have fometimes faved kingdoms,aQd im« 

mortalized individuais. Let, then, all the wif^ 

^ . ■ • • ' «•;■■''.'■•-•' 

^uid the good in every party and denomination of 
men among us (for they are in every one to be 
found) ftand forth in the prcfent exigency a; 
one man, to advife, dire<% afliifl:, and befriend 
their country ; and as the Roniai^ triumvirs 
gave up each his friend for the deJiruEtion of 
the ftate, let every one now give up his fa--^ 
yourite prejudices, fyftems, interefts, rcfent- 
ments, and connexions, for the prefervation of 
it. Let us not, for God's fake, let us not 
wafte that time in tearing and devouring one^ 
another, which ought to be employed in pro- 
viding for the general welfare./ Unjuft fuf^- 
picions, uncandid interpretations, mutual re- 
proaches, and endlefs altercations, can anfwer. 
no other purpofc but to embitter our minds^ 
and multiply the very evils We all wi(h to re- 
move. Froni beginnings fuch as thef? arofo 
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die palsmiities we arc now met to deplore $ and 
jhe conclufion was, not liberty, but tyranny in 
the extreme. Can there poflibly l^e a ftronger 
motive for us to moderate pur diflenfions, an4 
compofe our paffions, before they grow too 
big for us to manage and pontroU ? On thq 

iame bottom are we all embarked, and if, in 

• ^ ' ■■ ' - . • 

jbe midft of our angry tontentionS| the veflel 
perifh, we muft all perifli with it, It is there- 
fore our common intereft, as it is our f^ommon 
duty, to unite in guarding againft fo fatal an 
event. There can be no danger gf it but frona 
curfelves. Our worft, our moft formidable 
enemies, are our own perfonal vices and poli- 
tical diftradtions. Let harmony infpire our 
councils, and Religion fanftify our hearts, and 
we have nothing to fear. Peace abroad 
is undoubtedly a moft dcfirable objeft. But 
there are two things ftill more fo, peace 

WITH ONE ANOTHER, and PEACE WITH 

God. 
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Ly;K;jE iv. 31. 

* 

JXOCTRltl^ FO?R^ ;ttIS WOKP WAS WiTW 
POWER. 

IT is evfdent frpm tiais, and mviy othfir 
fimilar p^flage^ qf the New Teftamcn^, 
t];iat oinr bl^eql Lord's difcf^urfe^ made a veiv 
^nconuBon and wonderful impre^ipR pn the 
Qunds of his JijCarers . We -are tcjd, in variowis 
places, ** that the comipQa people hevd him 
gladly ; that they wondered at thp gracio^s 
words which proceeded out of Jiis ^pirth, 
*f and declared, with one voice, that nevjer xnm 
^ fpake like this man */' ExpreiJions of thi? 
fort, which continwaUy occur in relation to our 
Saviour's pi^pl^ng, we never find applied in 

* Mark xii. 37. Luke iv* 22* John viL 46. 

X Scripture 
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Scripture to any other teacher of Religion ^ 
neither to the prophets who preceded, nor to 
the apoftles that followed him. And we may 
be fure, that the effects of "his doiSrine muil 
have been very extraordinary indeed, when it 
could draw fuch ilrong language as this fron^ 
the Evangelifts, who, in general, exprqfs them- 
felves with much calmnefs and fimplicityi 
#nd frequently defcribe the moft aftonifhing 
miracles, ^d defiyer the fiiblimeft doftrines, 
without any apparent emotion, or remarkable 
energy of didlion. 

What, then, could it be which gave fuch 
furprizing force to our Saviour^s inftruftions, 
fuch power to his words ? He employed none 
of thofe rhetorical artifices and contrivances, 
Aofe bold figures and unexpedled ftrokes of 
overbearing eloquence, which the moft cele-? 
brated worldly orators have generally made ufc 
of, to inflame the paflions and ^in the admi- 
ration of the multitude, Thefe^ certainly^ 
were not the inftruments employed by our Sa- 
viour to command attention. The caufes of 
thefe ftirprizing efFefts which his preaching 
produced, were of a very different nature, 

Som^;^ 
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Some of thefe I fhall endeavour to enumerate 
and Uluftrate as concifely as I can. 

I , The firft was, the infinite importance and 
dignity of the fubjeds he difcourfed upon. He 
did noty like many ancient and many modern 
philofophers, confume his own time,and that of 
his hearers, with idle,fruidefs fpeculations, with 
Ingenious ellays, and elaborate difquifidons on 
matters of no real ufe or moment, with fcho- 
laftic diftindions, and unintelligible refine^l 
ments } nor did he, like the Jewifli rabbins, 
content himfelf with dealing out Ceremonies 
and tradidons, with difcourfing on mint and 
cunimin, and eftimating the breadth of a phy- 
ladery; but he drew off the attendon of his fol- 
lowers from thefe trivial, conteniptible things, 
to the greateft and nobleft objedls that could 
engage the nodce, or intereft the heart of 
man. 

He taught, in the firft place, the exiftence 
of one Supreme Almighty Being, the creator^ 
preferver, and governor of the univerfe. To 
this great Being he taught men how to pray, 
to wor/hip him in fpirit and in truth, in ho- 
linefsand purity of life. He laid open all the 
depravity of human nature j he pointed oiit 

the 
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the only effedual remedy for it ; belief in him- 
felf, the way, the truths and the life i repen- 
tance and aniendment \ aii entire and ahfoTutd 
renovation of heart, and an tirireferved fob- 
miffion to the will and the law of Godi 

The morality he taught was the pureft, thd 
founded, the fubllnieft, the irioft rational, thd 
moft perfeft, that had ever Befote entered i&fd 
the imagination, or pro'ceed'ed ffoiii die lips of 
man. . And the uriirorm tendency of 'all his 
doftrlnes, anjidll his precepts, was to m^alce the 
whole human race virtuous and happy; ta 
compofe thefti into refignatioii and content j 
to' infpire tjiein with fentiments of juffice^ 
equity, mild!neis, moderation, compa/Bbn, and 
aflfeiftion .towards each other ; and to fill them 
with fure hope and truft in God for pardon of 
their fins, on moft equitable terms, and the 
afliftance of his holy fpirit to regulate their 
future condudt. 

And, finally, to give irrefiftible force to his 
commands, he added the moft awful fan<Jtions^, 
the do($!trlnes of a future refurreftipn, a ciay of 
judgment and-of retribution, a promife of eier- 
pal rewards to the good, and. a denunciation 

of 



«f th« ttiaO: ittmofii^aer piinsOuti^tas^ to the 

2. Sucli ^s the ^dkferal >J»rf//i*r of Rtsiwi 

Itf Gdhvejfkg tlikJm #a* no Ms eicelieAt, iii^ 
tri> k& cdnd«dve to the& fiiecefs. 

What, fov inftance, coutdbe more noble, 
tsimt ^fkefy^y thftn ^li viery ^tft ^ening^ o£ 
feiydft^me-etii6m!ffi^? ** The i^li of tHt^ 
** IiOi<ff-ls *q)dfttte y befca«fe he hafh arioiiited 
** rite' tor ^t^aclt tile Gfel^l lo die poor, hb 
** fe^ ftfnt'nfe t& heaP the Broken^'&rted, to 
*^ ft^h' ^fe)i%d:^ce ti)i t^t cx^ltft% and re^ 
^ ^f^€^§ df fight tb Ihfe bHiid» fo fet tx H. 
** hittf Utedy diat ai>^ bmufed, €6 preajch th6 
** sitbdpUJbk year of tfeft Lord ♦." 

Hh/^ were rite gr^icious declarations with 
i^hlch hie begin Ms midiftry, and in the fiune 
^irit hfe contitttiejd it to the very laft. Though 
ht invit6d all Ttt&n, without diftin^ion, high 
jAid l&W, rkh and po0F>to embrace the gracious 
^iffe^S' of £tlvation ; yet he addrefled himfelf 
pHlddpaUy to the ignorant, the indigent, thi 
fti/blican, and th^ finner. ** He broke not 
f* thief htvaitidi .r&6di not peached the fmkMilc- 

• Iiuke W. r?, 

^*ing 
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** kig flax 'f J*' that is* hfe bore not hard on afty 
that were toWed down with a fcnfe of their 
unworthineis* nor extinguiflifed by difconrage- 
Inent the fainteft ipark qF returning virtue j 
button the contrary* invited to him thofe *^ diat 
** were heavy laden with fin* that he ixiight 
^ 'give therp reft/* 

. His diicourfes were perfe&ly adapted to thefb 
gradops purpoifes* They were hiildi ten^i 
encouraging. They were fuch as tke took 
learned and befl: informed might liften tawith 
benefit and delight^ yet fuch as the weakeft 
and mofl: ignorant might eafily comprehendi 
He^ did not deliver a regular^ dry, methodical 
iyftem of ethics^ nor did he enter into all the 
little minute divifions and fubdivifions of vir* 
tue. But he laid down, in the firft place, the 
two great leading fundamental principles of 
love to God, and love to mankind, and thence 
deduced, as occafions prcfcnted themfelves, 
and incidents occurred, which gave peculiar 
force and energy to his inftrudtions, all die 
principal duties refpedling God, our nei^- 
bour, and ourfelves.. Whenever he made ufe 
of the common didadic method, as in his dif* 

f Mauh,xii«20% 
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couri^ from the motint,the doctrines he taught, 
and the precepts he delivered, ^yerp fhort, fen- 
tentious, folemn; important; full of wifdom and 
of dignity, yet intelligible and clear. But fen^ 
fible how much this formal mode of teacjiing 
was apt to weary tl^e attention, and die away 
Out of the memory, he added two others, much 
bettgr calculated to make deep and lafting im- 
preffions on the mind. The firft was; con- 
veyins: his inftrudlions under the cover of 
limilitudes ahd parables, drdwn from the moft 
bbvious appearances of nature, or the moftfe- 
miliar occurrences of life. The other was the 
life of certain figniiicant emblenaatic anions; 
fuch. ds that of wafhing his difciples feet, by 
which he exprefled his meaning niore clearly 
ind emphatically than by any words he could 
have employed for that purpofe. 

3. Another circumftance which gave force 
iand efficacy to pur Saviour's preaching was, 

■w 

that he appeared to be perfectly impartial, and 

♦ c 

to have no refpedt to perfons. He reproved 
tice in every ftation, wherever he found it, 
tvith the . fame freedom and boldnefs. • He 
paid iib court either to the multitude on the 
bne hand, gr to the great and wealthy on the 
VcL. II. R other. 
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Other. Though he ate and drank, ^nd con- 
verfed with publicans and finn^s, yet k w»5 
not to encourage and indulge thete in iheif 
vices, but to reprove and cotrtG: them ; ft Waft 
bccaufc they were fick» and wanted a phy- 
fician, and that phyfician ht vras. In the 
fame manner, while he taught the people t0 
render unto C«far, the things that wereOe-t 
ftr's, to honour thofe to whom honour was 
due^ and to pay all proper refped: and obe- 
dience to thofe who fat in Mdfes* feat, yet 
this did not preVeht Tiirti from rebuking the 
Elders and the Rulers;flie Scribes and^hfePha- 
rifees, with the gfektdft plainnefs, land with ^the 
utmoft feverity, for their hypocrify and infin- 
cerity, their rapacity and extortion,, their zeal 
for trifles, and their hegledt of the weightier 
matters of the law. This intrepidit)^ and 
impartiality in his iiiftrudlions, and in the 
diftribution of his cenfures and his admoni-- 
tions evidently fhewed, that he had no private 
ends to ferve, that the falvation of men was hk 

« 

only objed,and that he was not t6 be ddterfcd 
from purfuing it by the fear of cohfcqUeitce^ 
AH which could not fall to imprefs'hirfoBowcrs 
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%7ith the utmoft refpedt> aWe, and reverencd^ 
both for his perfon and his doftrines; 

4. Every one that hopes to work any ma- 
terial change, any efFQdtual reformiation in the 
hearts of thofe whom he addrefles, muft cii- 
deavour to find out, as well as he is able^ their 
re^ fentiments and habits of thinking, their 
tempers and dilpofitidns, their peculiar failings 
and infii^nities, their fecret wickcdnefles> and 
unwitnelTed tranfgreflions. 
. There are a thoufa;id artifices by which men 
are able to conceal th^ir corruption and depra- 
vity from^ the eyes of others, and fbmetimcsi 
alas ! evep. from their own. And it has^.been 
affirmed by fome very fagacious bbfetvers of 
human nature, rthat no one ever yet difcoyef ed 
the bottom of his heart, even to his moft in- 
timate and bofom friend* But it was impof- 
fiblc for any wickednefs, however fecret, or 
however artfully difguifed, to efcape the allr 
feeing eye of the 'Son of God. He faw> at 
one glance, the ihmoft receffes of the foul. He 
difcovcrcd every thought as it roffe iii the 
miiid., He detedled every irregular defire be- 
fore it ripened into adtion. Hence he was 
always^ ^babied to adapt his ' difeourfes to 

R2 the 
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the particular circumftances and fituation of* 
every individual that heard him, and to apply 
fuch remedies, and give fuch dired:ions aS thd 
peculiar exigences of their cafe required^ 
Hence, too, his anfwers to their queAions and 
enquiries were frequently accommodated more 
to what they thought, than v^^hat they faid ^ 
and we find them going away from him afto^^ 
nifhed,at pirccivirig that he was perfedly well 
acquwnted with every thing that paffed within 
their breafls; and filled with admiration of a 
teacher poffeflfed of fuch extraordinary powers^ 
to whom all hearts were open, and from whom 
no fecrets were hid. It is eui^ident what a 
command this muft give him over the affec- 
tioas of his hearers, and what attention and 
obedience it muft fecure to all his precepts 
^nd exhortations* 

. 5; The fame efFeds.muft, in fome degree^ 
be produced by the varipus proofs he gave of 
the moft perfed: wifdom in folving the diffi- 
culties that were propofed to him, and of the 
moft confummate prudence and addrefe, in 
efcaping all the fhares that were laid for him. 
Even when he was but twelve years of age, 
he was able to converfe and to difpute with 

the 
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the moft learned expounders of the law, and 
2HX that heard him were aftonifhed at his un- 
cjerftanding and his anfwers. Afterwards, 
4uring the whole courfe of his miniftry, the 
Rulers, and Scribes, and Pharifees, that is, the 
men of the greateft learning and ability 
aroongft the Jews, were perpetually cn^^-^ 
vouring to entangle him in his talk, to perplex 
aiid harrafs him with infidious queftions, and 
to draw him into abfurd conclufions, and ha-, 
^ardous ijtuations. But he conftantly found 
pieans to difengage himfglf both from the di- 
l^nuna and the danger | to form his determi- 
nations with fuch exquifite fagacity and judg- 
ment^ ^d fopietimes to proppfe to them, in 
l^js turn, difficulti?s fo much beypnd their in- 
genuity to plear ^P> that they generally " marr- 
veiled, and left him^ and went their way. 
Not one amqngft them wa^ able to an? 
fwer hfmj neithef durft anjr m^n, frpni 
that day fprth, afk him any piore queftipns/* 
6. It is evident to reafouj, an^ it is co|ifirmr 
cd by invariable experience, that thp pureft 
and the fublimeft precepts, if not enforced by 
a correfpondent example in the teacher, will 
avail but Uttle with the generality of mankind. 

Rj It 
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It is equally certain, that there fcarce ever ex^ 
ifted a public inftru6tor, whofe praiftice, how- 
cvef laudable in general, did not fall far below 
the rules he prefcribed to others, and to him^' 
felf. 

Here our blefled Lord ftood unrivalled and 

'• • ♦ ' • , - 

alone : he, and he only, gf all the fons of men, 
a6ted up in every the minuteft inftance to what 
he taught ; and exhibited, in his own perfon, 
a perfedt model of every virtue he inculcated. 
He commanded, for inftance, his difciples ** to 
**]ove God with all their heart, and foul, 
*^ and mind, and ftrength * 3" and in confor- 
mity to this law, he himfelf manifefted, 
through his whole condudb, the moft ardent 
love for his heavenly Father, the moft fervent 
zeal for his honour and glory, for the advance- 
ment of his Religion, and the eftablifhnient of 
his I^ingdom throiighout the earth, His meat 
and drink| indeed, was to do the will of hini 
that fent him. He commanded them again *^ tq 
love their neighbour as themfelves-f-j;" and his 
own life was one continued exercife of love, 
kindnefs, and compaffion to the whole human 
race. He required them to be meek, humble| 

* Markxii. 30. f Matth. xix. i^. 

gentle, 
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j^cn^, and peaceaMe, to all men*. And 
how didf he teacb tlttm this important leiToa^ 
•* Learn of me,'* lays he, ** for I anx meek and 
lowly 9 and ye fliaH- find. rdSt unto ybur 
ibuds.^/' He exa^ftfid of i^hern the iiooft 
unbliemi^ied p^u'il^r and iandtity of manners ; 
a feverc demand I but he hacLa right to maka 
it; for he himfelf was *' pure, .holy, harmkfs, 
^ and undiefikd : he did no fin, neither wa$ 
** guile found in his mouth J/' He oyoiittd 
theqi to ** (fcny thcmfelves and take up their 
^^ crofe II-'' But it was to follow iim, who had 
denied himielf algiofl: every comfort and con** 
venience of Hfe ; and for the joy that was fct 
before him, ^r endured the crofs, and defpiiibd 
^* the fliame of an ignominious death §/' He 
required them ^ to love their enernies, to blefs 
them that curfed them, and pray for thofe that 
defpitefully ufed and perikruted thcm<(f.'* 
A har^ faying this ^ and, of all others perhaps, 
the moil revoking to human nature. But 
how could they refufe to give even this lafl: and 
m<^ painful proof of their obedience, who fa w 
that their divine Mafter, when^hc was rcr 

♦ Tit. lii. 2. t Matth. xi. 29. t Heb, vii. 26. 1 Pet. ii. ±Z> 
jl MaUh. xvL 24. § Heb. xii« 2. f Matth. v. 44. 
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yiled, reviled not again ; but, in the very naidft 
of^his agony, prayed for his enemies^and per- 
secutors ^, 1 * 
" No wonder that every word from fuch 4 
teacher as this ^ould fink deep into' the heart$^ 
pf all who heard him, and engage their afec-r. 
tions, 3s well as convince their underftandings- 
7, and laftly. To the influence of exam- 
ple, he added the authority, of a oivin? 

TEACHER. * 

The beft and wifefl: of the ancient phi^ 
lofophcrs could do nothing more than give 
gcfodadvice to their followers j and we all know, 
from fad experience, what mere advice will do 
againft ftrong paffions, eftablifhed habits, and 
inveterate corruptions. 

But our great Lawgiver, on the contrary, 
cfclivpred'all his dodtrines, and all hi§ precepts, 
* In the name of God. He fpoke in a tone of 
fuperiority and command, which no one bcT 
fore him had the courage or the right to 
Aflfume. 

He called himfelf the Son of Gob; and 

« 

he conftantly fupported, in his words as weH 
as in his aftions, the dignity and the divinity 

* 1 Pet, ii. 23. Luke xs^iii. 34. 
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of that high charadcr. Not to mention all his 
aili)ni(hipg miracles, he fhowed evqn iA.hia 
difcpurfes, that ^* all power in Heaven and in 
** earth was given unto him, and that he .and 
** his Father werei one */' In the very be- 
ginning of his fermon on the mount, to the 
poor in fpirit, to the merciful, to the pure in 
heart, to the peace-n^akqrs, and many other 
defcriptions of men, he took upon him to pro ^ 
mife the kingdom of Heaven "f-. When He 
was expofing the vain traditions of the elders^ 
he oppofed to their feeble reafonings, and mi- 
serable cafuiftry, his own authoritative edi<3:. 
But / fay unto you, fwcar not at all ; / fay 
unto you, rcfift not evil ; /fay unto you, love 
your enemies J/' When thePharifees re- 
buked his difciples for plucking the ears of 
corn on tlie Sabbath, he filenced them with 
declaifing, ** that the Son of Man was Lord 
'^ alfo pf the Sabbath (|." When he healed 
difeafes, his language was, " I will, be thoa 
^' clean §." When he forgave fins, ** be of 
*' good chear, thy fins be forgiven thee. Thy 
** faith hath made thee whole. Go in peace 

• Matth. xxviii. 18. John x. 30. f Matth. v. 3. 12. 
.i Matth, V. 34, 39, 44. D Mark iL 28. § Matth. viii. 3. 
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♦* and fiano more*/' And when he givcg 
a defcription of the kft day, he reprcfents him-^ 
felf as an Almighty Sovereign, fitting on the 
throne of his glory, with all the inhabitants of 
the earth ftanding before him, to whom he 
diftributes everlafting rewards and everlafting 
punifhments, according to their deferts-}-* 
Well, then, might they fay of him, that his 
*^ word was with power, and that he taught 

them as one having authority, and not as 

the Scribes |." 

Thefe, then, were the principal caufcs 
which gave fuch force and fuccefs to our Sa- 
viour's inflruftion, and compelled even his 
enemies to acknowledge, that ** never man 
" fpakc as he fpake/' The corifequcnce was, 
*^ that all men fought him,** and all who 
heard him, and were not blinded by their pre- 
judices, *' forfook their fins, and followed 
** him 1].'* It is evidently our duty to do the 
fame ; for the fame caufcs, which gave fuch 
efficacy to our Saviour's preaching, do in a 
great degree ftill fubfift in the Gofpcl, and 

• Matth. IX. 2. Mark v, 34. f Matth. xxv. 31, 
I Matth. vii. 19, || Luke ir. 43. Mark i. iS. 
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craght to produce the fame efFedls. Itt one 
refpedi, indeed, we fall (hort of thofe who 
h^rd him. He. is not perfonally preli^t witk 
us; nor has iic " taught in our ftreets/' Hera 
it muft be owned the iirft difciples had fomc 
advantage over, us* They who h^ the hapr 
pihefs to fee and to hear him, whpfe fenfcs 
were charmed, whofe hearts were' fubducd hjf 
the venerable mildriefe of his look^ the gra-* 
cioiisr majefty of hia geftufes, .the awfdily 
pleafing found of his: >toice, tQ whom all he 
had feid and d6nc, with . the very ijianner of 
his faying and . doing iti was occurring every 
foment, and continiially prefeht in r^aKty or 
in imagination; tbefe^ undoubtedly, muft be 
. moved and afiefted to a degree ' erf" whith we 
can hardly fortu any juft conception. Yet ftill 
his words carry a divine power ,aloiSg" \^ith 
thfcni, fafficieht to convince every uriderftdnd- 
ing, and to fubdue every heart diit is not 
h^rdendi againft convidion. We have ftiU 
before pur eyes, in the hiftories of the Evan- 
jgelifts, the fublime arid heavciify do(9Tines 
«^vhich he delivered, the parables he uttered, 
the Significant adtions he made ufe of, the in- 

ftru<3:ions 
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ftrudtions and the reproofs he gave to finnerf 
of every denomination, the triumphs he ob-r 
tained over the moft artful and infidious of 
his enemies, the unrivalled purity and pcrfec 
tion of his example, the divine authority and 
dignity with which he fpoke, the awful pu-* 
nifhments he denounced againft thoie who 
rcjedled, and the eternal rewards he promifcd 
to thofe who received his words. Thefc 
things ftill remain, and muft for ever remain ^ 
mufl for ever give irrefiftible force and energy 
to every v^ord that is recorded as proceeding 
from the mouth of Chrift, and muft render 
it ^* quick and powerful, and fharper than a 
♦^ two-edged fword, piercing even to the 
^ dividing afundpr of foul and fpirit ^/' If 
eloquence, fucl^ as this, does not make a deep^ 
and laftingt and vital imprefiion upon our 
fouls ; if we do not find it to be, indeed, the 
power of God unto falvation, we (hall be left 
without excufe. Let us, then, in the lan- 
guage of our church, moft earneftly hefeech 
Almighty God, that thofe facred words which 
we have now, or at any other tijn^ l^card 

♦ Heb.iv. |a« 

with 
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^th our outward ears, may, through his grace^ 
be fo grafted inwardly in our hearts, that 
they may bring forth in us the fruit of good 
living, to the honour and praife of his name, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
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LOitfi vii. 22. 

THEK J£SUS ANSWERING, $AID UNTO 
THEM, GO YOUR WAY, AND TELL JOHN 
WH[AT THINGS YE HAVE SEEN AND 
HEARD; HOW THAT THE BLIND SEE, 
THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS ARS 
CLEANSED, THE DEAF HEAR, THE DEAD 

ARE RAISED, TO THE POOR THfi 006« 

* 

PEL IS PREACHED. 

YOU will immediately recoiled): the occa* 
fion on which thefe words were ipoken. 
They make a part of the anfvyer which our Sa- 
viour gave to the two difciples whom John 
the Baptift fent to him, to aflc whether he wa$ 
the Great Deliverer that was to come, or they 
were to look for another* The whole paflagc 
is a remarkable one, and affords ample matter 

• Preached at the Yearly Meeting of the Charity Schools, 
in thf Cathedral Church of St. PauJ, May. 3, 17^2. 
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for obfervation; but the particular ckcum- 
ftance to which I mean to draw your attention 
at prefent, is the laft claufe of the text, in - 
which .w« «e told, that ** to Jtbe^ poor the 
** Gofpel is preached.'* 

That our Lord ftiould appeal to the mi- 
racles which he had wrought before the eyes 
of the two difciples, as an inconteftible proof 
that he was^ the Mcflkh, will be thought *ery 
natural and proper ; but that he fhould imnie- 
diatcly iubjoin to this, as an additional proof; 
and'a proof on which he feerhs to lay as much 
ftrefs as X)n the other, that to ^* the poor the 
^ Gofpel was preached,'^* may appear, at the 
firft view, a little cxtraordtnary. We flmll, 
however, foon be fatisfied that in this, as well 
as in every other inftanipe, t)Ur divine Mafter 
aded with confumrnate- wifdom. He was 
fpcaking to Jews. His objeft was to convince 
them, that he was tJie MesS'Iah. The ob- 
vious vsray of doing i\iA vras to fhew, that he 
correfponded to rfie dcicription which their 
own prophets gave of that great perfonage. 
Now they fpeak of him^ as one, who ftiould 
not only give eyes to the blind, cars to the 
deaf, feet to the kme, and fpeech to the damb, 

but 
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tjut fhbuld alfo " preach good tidings to the 
** meek, and the poor *." Thefe were two 
diftiiKft and feparatc marks by which he was to 
Ibe known^ and it was therefore as proper and 
neceflaiy^fbr our Saviour to refer to the one as 
to the other. Whoever pretended to be the 
MEssiAHi muft 'unite in himfelf thefe two 
great difcriminating peculiarities, which, taken 
together^ form one of the moft illuftrious and 
beneficent chara<3:ers that can be imagined ; a 
charadter diftinguiflled by the communication 
of the greateft of all earthly bleffings to two 
defcriptions of men> who ftood moft in need of 
affiftance, tht difeafed^ and the poor. .To the 
former, the promifed Saviour of the world was 
to give healthy to the hXi^VjfpiritualinJiruSlion. 
In this manner was the great Redeemer marked 
out by the prophets, and this glorious dif- 
tindkion did Ghrift difplay and fupport in his 
own perfon throughout the whole courfe of 
his miniftry. 

. That he was infinitely fuperior to every 
Other teacher of religion in the number, and 
the benevolent nature of his miracles, is wdl 
known ; and that he was no lefs diftinguifhed 

• Ifuah xxix« lit 19' xxxv. 5,6. bd. i. 
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by the circumftance of ** preaching to ihc 
^ poor ;'* that there was no one either before 
or after him, who made it fo much his peculiar 
biiiinefs to inflxu^ diem>and paid fuch confbmt 
and condefcending attention to them as he 
ad, is equally certain. The ancient prophets 
were ufually fent to kings and princes^ to the 
rich and the great, and many of their prophe- 
cies were couched in fublime figurative lan- 
guage, beyond the comprcbenfion of the vul- 
gar. There were, indeed, other parts of the 
Jewifli (criptures fufficicntly plain and intelli-^ 
gible, and adapted to all capacities ; but even 
thefe the rabbles and the fcribes^ the gtczt ex- 
pounders of the law among the Jews> contrived 
to perplex and darken, and render ahnofl ufe- 
lefs by their vain traditions, their abfurd gloiTes^ 
and childifh interpretations* So far were they 
from fhowing any particular regard or tender- 
nefs to the common people,^that they hekl them 
in the utmoft contempt ; they confidered them 
zs accurfed *, becaufe they knew not that law, 
which they themfelves took care to remicr 
impenetrably obfcure to them. ** They took 
" away the key of knowledge 5 they entered 

« Joha vH* 48* 49* 
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** liot in themfclvesi and thofe that were fen- 

> 

** teriiig iii they hindered */' It ^^as even a 
j)roVerbial faj^ing araong thcm^ " that the Spiu 
" rk of God did not rpft but upon a rich 
** mani*." So different were themaxinis ctf 
the great Jewifli teaciiers from the feUtitntnts 
and condufk of that heavenly Inftiutadr, whb 
openly dfeckred, and gloried in the declaration^ 
thfet he came *' to preach the Goipel to thfe 
poorj/' 

Nor did the lower ranks of maaifcind meet 
with better treatment in the heathen world* 
Thefe were among the ancient Pagans, at 
different periods, and in different countries, 
many excellent moral writers of ^fine talents 
and prdfoUnd knowledge -, but th6ir conlpdfi- 
tkms were calculated not for the illiterate arid 

* Luke XI. 5i. f (Jrotius on Matth. xi. j. 
$ It may be alledgftd, that by ihefoor^ to Whbrii out Lord 
pleached the GofpeU the facred writers meant not the poor in 
circumftMiicest but the poor infpiriu The tfQth is, they meant 
both ; by our Saviooi-'s condu6l both fenfes were equally veri-» 
fied ; and thcfe two forts of pe^erty are fo frequently found 
umted, that it is ftaree hec^fTaryy at leaH in the prefent inftance^ 
to didinguifli between them. For more complete fatisfaftion on 
this and fon^e other points (of which but a very imperfeft view 
is given here) fee Bifhop Kurd's admirable fermon on Matth. 
V. 3, f. ?t 
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the indigent, but for men of ability and eru- 
dition like theinfclvcs. They thought the 
poor below their notice or regard ; they could 
not (loop fo low as to accommodate tbemfelves 
to the undcrftandings of the vulgan Their 
ambition, even in their ethical treatifes, was to 
pleafe the learned few. To thefe the Dia- 
logues of Plato, the Ethics of Ariftotle, the 
Offices of Cicero^ the Morals of Seneca and of 
Plutarch, might affbrd both entertainment and 
information; but had they been read to a 
.Grecian or a Roman j^eafant, he would not, I 
conceive, have found himfelf either much en- 
lightened or much improved by them. How 
ftiould he get wifdomfrom fuch fources ^* that 
holdeth the plou^, and that glorieth in the 
goad ; that driveth oxen, and is occupied in 
their labours ; that giveth his mind to make 
furrows, and is diligent to give the kine 
** fodder ^/* Very different occupations thefe 
from the fludies of the philofopher or the me- 
taphyfician, and not very well calculated to 
prepare the mind for the ledures of the aca- 

4Jemy, the lyceum, or the portico. 

* 

• Ecclus xxxvui. 2j, 26, 
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The truth is, there was not a fingle book 
of morality at that time written foleiy or prin- 
cipally for the ufe of the ignorant and the 
poor; nor had they their duty explained to 
them m any other mode of inftrudiion adapted 
to their capacities. They had no leflbn^ of. 
condudt given them fo pl^in, fo familiar, . fo 
forcible, fo authoritative, as thofe which are 
now regularly difpepfed to every Chriftian 
congregation; nothing that made the fmalleft 
approach to our Saviour's divine difcourfes, 
(efpecially that from the Mount) to the ten 
commandments, tp the other moral parts of 
the Old and New Teftament, pr to the prac-. 
tical inftrudtions and exhortations given weekly 
tp the people by the minifters of the Gofpeh 
They were "left to form a fyftem of morality 
fpr themfelves ajs well as they could ; in which 
they were fo far froiji being affifted by their na-^ 
tional religion, that both the mode and the ob- 
jcfts of their wprfhip, were of themfelves fuf-^ . 
iicient to corrupt their hearts, and to coun- 
teraift any right opinions or virtuous inclina- 
tions that might cafually fpring up in their 
jpindSf 
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Ill this fituatioH did our blefled Lord And 
the inferior clafe of mankind when he entere(t 
lipon his miniftry. He found them without 
guide, inftruiftor, counfcUor, or ftiend> He 
few them (to ufc the afFcdting language of 
Scripture) ^ fainting and fcattered abroad as 
\ *• fheep having no fhepherd, and he had cpm- 
^* paffion upon them*." He took them in- 
ftantly under his protedtion, he fhared with 
them the miferies of, their condition. He 
. affumed the form of a fervant, fubmitted to all 
the hardftiips of that iituatiqn, and frequently 
*^ had not even where to lay his head." Al- 
though he did not reje£} the wealthy and the 
great, but, on the contrary, received them with 
the utmoft kindnefs, whenever they fhewecj 
any marks of a right and teachable difpofition^ 
yet not '^ many noble, not many mighty, were 
^^ at iirft called •f/' It was from among fifli- 
ermen and mechanics that he chofe his com- 
panions and apoliles. It was to the popr he 
chiefly addreffed his difcourfes. With thefe 
he principally lived and conyerfed; and to 
their underftandings was the greater part of 
)iis parables, his allufions, his reafonings, his 

« 

♦ Matth* ix. 36. I I Cor.i. 26. 
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precepts, and his exhortations^ moft kindly 
accommodated. 

Thus did otrr heavenly Inftruftor moft ex- 
aftly fulfil the predidions of the prophets and 
his own declarations, that he would evangelize 
to the poor. The confequence was what might 
naturally be cxpeSed from a meafure, as full 
of wifdom as it was of humanity, although to- 
tally oppofite to the ufual pfadice of moral 
teachers. In a fliort fpace of time that Gof- 
pel, which was at firft preached more parti- 
cularly to the poor;, was embraced alio by the 
rich; and became, in a few centuries, the 
eftablifhed Religion of the moft powerful and 
cxtenfiver empire in the world, as it now is of 
all the moft civilized and moft enlightened 
kingdoms of the earth. Whereas the renown- 
ed fages of antiquity, by purfuing a contrary 
courfe, by making it theirjonly objed: to pleafe, 
amufe, and inform the learned and the great, 
were never able, with all their wifdom and 
eloquence, to enlighten or reform a fingle pro- 
vince, or even a fingle city of any note or 

jnagnitude *♦ 

$4 We 

• Hence it is obvious to remark^ how very unfortunate!/ 
thoTe writers againft ChriiliaDity have employed their time and 
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We have here, then, the utmoftencourage-d 
ment to tread in the fteps of our divine Lawr. 
giver, and to imitate, as far as we are able, that 
method of propagating his Religion whifh 
he adopted, and which was attended with 
fiich fignal fuccefs. Although it is undoubt- 
cdly our duty *f to preach the Gofpel to every 
** creature *," to prefs it on all ranks of peo- 
ple, high and low, rich and poor ; yet the ex- 
ample of our Lord plainly calls upon us to 
fliow a peculiar attention to thofe whom Pro- 
vidence has placed in the humbler conditions 
of life. The reafons for this are obvious: they 
are the fame which probably influenced our 
Saviour's conduct in this rcfpedt, and they ftill 

^labour, who have taken fo much pains to prove, that among the 
firft converts to thai Religion, there were but few in proportion 
of any confiderable rank or fortune, '^his is a charge which 
the firfl preachers of the Gofpel were fo far from wifhing to 
deny or diflemble, that they openly avowed and gloried in it f. 
Their fucceiTors have as little reafon to be afraid, or afiiamed 
of acknowledging the fa£l as they had. They juftly con£de£ 
it as one propf, among many others, of that di'vine 'wi/dom 
which fuperintended and conduced the progrefs of ChrifH- 
aniiy, in a way fo different from \vh2Xfw0rUIy ijoifiom would have 
didlated ; beginning with the cottage and ending with the impe- 
rial throne. Falfe religion has . generally rcvcrfed this order, 
?.nd has fucceeded accordingly. ^ 

• Markxvi. 15. f tCor. i/i6; 
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lubfift in their full force. The poor have 
in general much fe\yer opportunities of learn* 
ifig their duty thenafclves th^ the wealthv 
and the great: thqir education feldom qn^a^ 
UfieS theto, and their cpnftant cares and la- 
hovrs leaye thenj but little leifure, for acquir-r 
ing fufficient religious kno^yledge without aXV 
^ftance. Their fpiritual as well as teniporal 
neceffities are but too often overlooked, and 
4ifregarded by their fuperiors, and yet they 
;l^rm by far the Ijirgpft and nioft neceflary part 
of the community^ Add tc> ^1 this, that they 
are commonly piuch freer from prejudice, 
much lefs wedded to fyftems and ppinionSi^ 
more ppen tp conviftion, more anjcious to ob- 
tain information, and more ready tp embrace 
truth, than the higher ranks of men. Thefe 
circumftaijces evidently point them out ajsob- 
je£ts highly worthy of our utmoft care and di- 
ligence, in furnifhing their minds with thpfe 
facred truths, thofe rules of mpral and religious 
condu<3:, which are neceflary tp render them^ 
I' wife unto falyation/' 

With this view it was, that TJbe Sociftyfor 
promoting Chrijlian Knowledge was firft: infti- 
tuted. It breathes the true fpirit of Chrifti- 

anity. 
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snitjr, an4 follows, at a hiutibk difbnce, the 
example of ks divine Author, l>3r dififbiing the 
figlut dp the Go^l mwe efpeciaUy among the 
reoR. This is its peculiar province and enw 
ployment 5 and there are twa ways m which 
it carries this benevolent piwpole into exe- 
ctition^ 

The firil is, by eneoUrag^g the ereAion of 
charily-fehools in every part of the kingdom, 
and by Applying them afterwards vrfA proper 
jrelsgiaits inilruAkm?, and wholefbme mies^^ 
liteir dirccSion «id good government. The 
iruit of thefe its piens labours a^id exhorta- 
tions m this eity and its neighbourhood, yo» 
have now before your eyes^ You here fee 
near five thoofand children collected together 
from the charity-fchools in and about London 
^nrf Weftminfter. A fpedtacle this, which is 
nof, perhaps, to be paralleled in any other 
eountry in the world ; which it is impoffible 
lor any man of the leaft fenfibility to contem- 
l^fete without emotions of tendernefs and de*- 
light ; which we may ventu|-e to j(ay, that even 
ouK tord hirafelf (who always ihewed a re-' 
marfcable a^dtion for children) would have 
Jooked on with complacency j and which 

ipeaks 
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fpcaka more forcibfy in favour of this branch 
of the ibciety's paternal care and attention^ 
than any arguments for It that worcfs could 
convey to you ^^. I fhall, therefore, only ob- 
ferve on this head, that large a^ the number is 
of the chftrity-children now prefent in this 
place^ it bears but a fmall proportion to the 
vfhole number in the fchools of Great-Britain 
And Ireland, yj^ich ejpceeds forty thou/and^ 
^nd when you conftder that this fociety was 
the original promoter, and has been the con- 
^ant patron and proteftor of thefe fchooJs, 
which have fiibfifted now for near a ipentury j 
diat the children educated in them arg Jaken 
from the moft indigent and helplefs clafs pf 
people; that, confequently, without thefe 
^hools^ they would probably have had no 
education at aUj; and that nothing is fo 
lijkely tp prelerye them from idlenefs, beg- 

♦ The truftees of the charity-fchpols obtained permiflipn this 
year, fir tke firft tiptff to range the children (amounting tp 
near ^ve thoufand) in a.l(ind of teoiporary amphiithestctf under 
the dome of St. Paul's^ where the fervice was performed, and 
the fermon preached, the congregation occupying the area. 
The cffed of fo large a number of children, difpofed in that form, 
apd onitiog with one voice io the refponfes aodin the pfalmr 
fiiiging, was wondcrfoUy plcafing and affcdHng. This praaica 
)ias iince been continued annually. 

* gary. 
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^ary, profligacy and mifery,as imprefiing early 
and ftrongly on jthejir unoccupied and uncor- 
jrupted. minds fbuncj principles of piety, induf« 
try> honefly, and fobriety ; you will be fenfiblc 
tjiat the ipgiety hgts adopted a plao no lefs be-, 
jjeficial to the public, than conformable tp the 
Centiments of the gr?at Author of our Reli- 
gion, in recommending charity-fchools as one 
very efFedual method of ** preaching the Gof-» 
^ pel to the poorr'' 

But the fociety goes ftill further than this. It 
does not (ponfine its cares merely to the cbild-^ 
j^Qod of the poor ; it follows th^m, with unre-^ 
mitted kindaefs, through every fubfequent pe- 
riod of their lives. I( is. th? gu?wd of theip 
youth, the companion of their manhood, the 
comfort of their old age. The principal part 
of its employment is to provide, ata very coij- 
fiderable expence, and to difperfe among xh,^ 
lower people of all ages and occupations, a 
very large number of Bibles, Common Prayer*? 
books, and fmall trails, on a variety of religious 
fubjefts, compofed purpofely for their ufe by 
men of eminent piety and ability, adapted to 
their capacities, and accommodated to all their 
various fpiritual wants. In thefc ar^ explained ] 

to 
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to thoOTi, Tn-^^tlie clcareft and mofl familiar 
terms, the firft grounds and rudiments of their 
faith, the main evidences and moft eflential 
doftrines of Chriitianity, the feveral duties 
they owe to God, their neighbour; and them- 
felves, and the nature and benefits of the twd 
Chriftian facraments. By thefe, alfo, they 
arc aflifted in the fervice of the church, in 
their private devotions, in reading, under- 
ftanding, and applying the Holy Scriptures ; 
are fupported under afflidions, are guarded 
againft temptation, are fortified more efpc- 
tially againft thofe vices to wrhich the poor are 
moft fubjeft, and furaiflied with proper cau- 
tions and arguments, to preferve them from 
the artifices of popefy, and the delufions of 
cnthufiafm* 

• This is a (hort fketch of the feveral objects 
to which the governing members of our fociety 
have diredled their attention, and the provi- 
fion they have made for the inftrudtion of the 
ignorant and the poor. Of the little trea^ 
tifes here alluded to, fome might undoubtedly 
be much improved, and fome, perhaps, might 
be fpared. But many of them are excellent, 
^e greateft part extremely ufcful, and calcu- 

latecj 
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lated to do eflentlal fefvice to that rank of iden 
among whom they are diftributed* Nor h the 
benevolence of our fociety retrained within 
the limits of this iiland only. Its principal 
objed is^ indeed, as it certainly ought to bcy 
the inftrudlion of our own poor -, but it has 
occafionally . extended its kind ailiftance to 
other countries, both neighbouring and re- 
mote. It has eflablifhed fchools and miflioil9 
in various parts of the Eafl- Indies, for the con** 
verfion and inllrudlion of the Heathens | and 
has dilperfed among them many religious trads 
in the Malabar language. It has carried its re- 
gard to the Grreek church in Paleftine, Syria, 
Melbpotamia, Arabia, and Egypt. For this 
purpofe it has printed the New Tcftamcnt 
and Pfalter in Arabic, and has already fent a 
large number of both, with fbmc other tf adts, 
into Perfia and India. It has publiftied three 
feveral editions of the Bible in the Welih lan- 
guage, and diftributed them through every 
part of Wales, to the amount of fifty thou-^ 
fand copies. It has made provifion for the 
education of youth, and the due celebration q£ 
divine worfhip, in the Scilly iflands^ where 
there was the utmofl need of both i and it ha 

likewise 
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likeisvKc printed an4 difpec&d over the ifle of 
Man many thoufand copies of the OM and 
New Teftament, of the Common Prajr^r^ and 
other religious books, in die vulgar languagei 
of that ifland. 

' By thi$ conftant attention of the maqagerst 
of the foci^ty Id the fpiritual wants of the poor 
in many different parts of the world, as wed 
as at honi^, th^ number of religious trzj&B ^indf 
books which they have diftributed, fromt^thek 
£rft inilitutioa to this day, k fo iqimenrclj 
great, as alm<^ to exceed belief -f** And al^ 
though, in fome inftanccs, the fuccefe of their 
endeavours has not fully anfwcred their ex-i 
pedlations, yet there can be no doubt but that 
upon the whole t^eir labours have done infi- 
nite fervice to the caufe of Religion. Indeed* 
all the clergy who are members of the fociety, 
artd have made a conftant and difcreet ufe of 
their trafts, can bear, and many of them Aavt 
borne, ample tefl:imony to the advantages re- 
fulting from them. Next to the ftated offices^ 
of divine worfhip, and the regular inftruftions 

f Even within the lad fifty years, the number of booki 
and tra^s diflributed by t^em has amounted to no hb tUUi 

front 
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jfrom the pulpit, it is evident, that nothing carf 
contribute more to exche and keep alive a diie 
^nfc of Religion in th^. mind^ of the commons 
people, than fupplying them dbnftantly with ^ 
Variety of well-compofed and well-chofen re- 
Kgious treatifes, each ' of them judicioufly 
adapted to their refpedive neceflifies. It fup- 
plies, in fome degree, the want of that moft 
ufefiil branch of miniftferial duty which has, I 
fear, of late years, grown but tod much into 
difufe, perfonal conference with our parijhibners f 
for which, unlefs we have fome fuch fubfti- 
tute as this, we fhall find, probably, that our 
public inftrudlions will produce much kfs 
ciFed: than they naturally ought. 

There is another argument for the dlftribu- 
tion of fmall religious tfafts am6ng the com- 
mon 'people, which has, I think, confiderabltf 
weight* It appears, that this is the very modtf 
made ufe of by the adverfaries of our Religion^ 
in order to undermine and deftroy it,, They 
confider fmall trails of infidelity^ as the beft 
and moft efFeftual method of difieminating 
irreligion among their readers and admirers; 
and, accordingly, have employed all their ta^ 
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lents in eonipoiingy and all their induftiy in 
dUperfing thein over the worlds. 

Let us, then, endtavotir to foil our enemies 
at their own \y!eapon% which will furely prove 
niore powerful, and more fuccef$ful, in the 
hands of truth, than in thofe df error ; and let 
us, with that view, give all poflible encourage*^ 
inent to a Society, which is inftituted for the 
very piurpofe of fiimifliing us with a conftane 
iupply of die beft helps towards ceuntemding 
the pernicious defigns of thofe who ^^fet 
^ themfelves againft us /' who make ufe of 
eveiy artifice to deprive us of all Rdigion, br 
to introduce a corrupt 0ne« 

Inconfiderable and trivial as the little trea^ 
tifes difperfed by the Society nuty feem, yet it isi 
by the repeated efforts of fuch finall inftru- 
ments as thefe, that the greateft eiFe^s are 
often produced. Their numbers, their plain- 
nefs, and their cheapnefs, will give them a 
force and efficacy, and extent of circulation^ 

* It it certain> that M. Volture; in panicQlar> has written 
innomenble little pieces agamft Revelation ; that he prided him- 
felf greatly in having foond out this method of enlightening the 
nvprld: and that he was highly appbmded by Mr. D^AIembert 
tnd others, for the wifdom and pradei|Ge of his conduA in this 
reipe^l* 

VoL.U. T which 
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boured compofiffensf md^-fictt Be aiblb to ^t^ 
dttirt j jaft as \** feft -tJiat ' tUte lowdft itod 
humbleft, and ftioft ntoaWlxws bodies dfirieri^ 
ribt the -o|>ulent krid *^didM tfeii^> 'ftr^ ffidfe 
that conftitute ihe red ftictogihahd ^eal^ dT 
the commUriity. . ;• - ' 

Itlws btten frequ6rltl3raffertfid;'tfiatif is p&i^ 
IbfophyV *ntedei-n philofopfey^ *rbich liias 'feu- 

Mis itctenKghteried'atndirftpl'pf^d? A -ihiatt 
icAotj^dAfepis; o^wi'ls irtd' ^flofo|>hers, 'ahJ 

bulk of the- people, '%ft(?ft^JWfia Jd^ij^ conftl- 
tilte thb^d^Itl, 'l>eift 6fili^fifcfte^ ifid iftlprov- 
«d f TH> ihey'r^^ tfic' wofl^ itf feolingb^oke,; 
<jf D'Alfettibe«, of Hiifeifei W of Ra:jrnal? 
Thanks be-ta-God thofe elaborate and bulky 
compofitions are equaHy beyond their under- 
ftandings to comprehend> their leifure to pe- 
rufe, and tkeir ability to purcishafe. And even 
the fmaller pieces above-metitidned of Voltaire 
and others, are not ealcala^fdd for the lo^ejl 
dajfes of mankind, hut for men of fome educa- 
tion and fome talents* And their objed is not 
to inform, but to perplex and miflead ; not ta 

• coiiVihQG^ 



convince by argument, but to ent^rtaili with 
ibrokes of wit and buffoonery; Moft fbrtu** 
naiely for mankindy the mifdiief of fuch writ- 
ings is confined (comparatiTely fpeaking) to a 
Very mrrow circle, which their admirers, how^ 
ever, are pleafed to dignify with the njttiie of 
tie worid. The valgar> the vile po])iifece> ib 
far are thofe great philoslbphers from de&ing 
t6 in^uft and reform, that tbty^ think t^em 
utterly unworthy of a reafonable relipmi This 
the moft eminent of their fraternity has de- 
clared in exprefs terms *• On the other hand, 
the Author of our Religion declares, that he 
came " to preach the Gofpel to the poor/* 
Here, then, you fee oppofed to each other the 
fpirit of Christianity and the fpirit of 
PHILOSOPHY. Judge ye, for yourfelves, which 
is moft worthy of Qod and beneficial to man, 
and make your choice accordingly* If you take 

• Mn Voltaire, fpeaking of certain fuperftitious fedls in 
China, has thefe very remarkable words : '« Ces fedles font 
«' tderfes a la Chine ftur Pufage du, Fulgaire, comme des ali- 
^ mens grofiiets faits pour le noarrir ; tandis qae les magi^ 
<« flrats & les lettres, fepares en tout du peuple> fe noarilTent 
^ d'une fubflance plus pure, llfemhk en effet que la populace ne 
« merite pas une religion raifimableJ** Eifju fur I'Hiftoirc Qc- 
mefale, torn. i. p. 33, 34. 
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PHILOSOPHY for your guide^ you will defpife 
the humble employment of difFufing re%ious 
knowledge among the common people ; but 
if you chuie Christ fbr you maAer, you will 
give a proof of it this dzy, by patrcHiia^ng a 
Society that forms itfelf on its models and pro* 
fcflcs to carry on the great work of reforma* 
tion which He begun, in the very way which 
he pointed out, ^Vby preaching the Gofpel to 
^ the poor-" 



SERMON 



( ^n ) 



SERMON Xlir. 



I Cor. ix. 25. 

every man that striveth for th< 
mastery is temperate in all 
things: now they do it to obtain 
a corropttble crown, but we am 
inc0r>iuptibl5, 

THE defign of this paflage is plainly to 
recommend the great Chriftian duty of 
being ** temperate in all things i^ that ist of 
obtaining an entire copimand over our paiffions; 
or, as it is lexprefled ^ few Vicrfes after, of 
^^ keeping under our bodies, and bringing them 
^' into, fubjeftion." This felf-governmient is 
indifpenfably nece0ary, both to the real enjoy« 
0)ent of the prefect life, and to the pofleffion 
of everlaftiog happinefs in the next. Btt^ 
thcsi, like «very tiling elfe that is valuable^ it 

T3 1$ 
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is as difficult to acquire, as it is ufeful and ex* 
cellent; and it ftands in need of* the moft 
powerful arguments to, recommend and en-» 
force it.. One of the ilro^geft is here urged 
by Sf. PauL To raife the courage and invi- 
gorate the refolution of the Corinthians, to 
whom the Epiftle is addrefled, and of all others 
engaged in the fame ftite of 'warfare with their 
corrupt inclinations, he reminds tjiem of the 
immortal prize they are contending for, that 
crown of glory which is to recompenpe their 
virtuous conflidk. And to give this ftill greatcf 
weight, he compares their reward* with thofe 
propofed to the competitors in the well-r 
known games or fports which were celebrated 
near Coripth. In thefe, all that was contend- 
pd fpr^ v^as nothing m#re*han ^ a cwruptiblQ 
" crown,^' a:wreath cfempofpd pf peilfhabic 
leaves ; v^erfeas, the prize of the Chriftian 
k afl incorruptible one, ^ crown of glory that 
fedeih: jnot a^ivay^ an eternity of real aftd fob* 
ftantkl hfiippiftefs in Helveri. And yet,v poor 
ari(l' cdntemjitlble as the fewa'rd \?v*as in thofe 
ganksi- th^* who ftroVfe-for-AQ -maftetff i^ 
thepa, were temperate in all thihg?, werd con-* 
tent t^ eiefcife the ftriOeti diftipline and ab^ 
^^ - ^ |len4oufnefS| 
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ftfmioufnefft, toaAridg? thumMvjes both hi the 
qy^tity aod the quali^ of their ^1^ ta r^ 
DQUACe every pkaftyr^ and ev$ry indulgence 
thtt tended to weajcen the body, nad volwi*- 
tmly to undergo many handilwp^ ia .order tq 
pi^are thecxfelvf s for the contcft, and " to 
t^ run fo that they might obtain/' Ho^y is it 
pol^ble, then, after this, £otj the Chriftiau to 
^cuBplain of the,di6icuhie§.hebas to encounter 
ii> tihishis ftate ©f probation, and when c^t 
leftial rewards axe held up to his vie^K, to 
ihrink from, the feyeritie§ thnwgh which he 
inuft arrive at.them ? If he has any honeft am-? 
-bition in hk nature, will he not emulate the 
Str^ur and aAivity of thefe Grecian comba- 
^nts ? Will he not chearfuUy go through a 
fimilar courfe of preparatory diiicipline ? Will 
he not impofe upon himfclf a little moderation 
in his pleafures, a little felf-goyernment and 
Jfelf-denial ? Will he not contentedly give up 
fi few trivial indulgences, and tranfient gratifi- 
cations, in. order tp fepure a prize infinitely 
more, glorious than theirs ; a crpwn incor- 
xuptible, felicity eternal, cqmmeofwate to the 
^xiftepqe, and fuited to the capacity of an im- 
mortal foul ? 

T4 To 
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To this irrefiftible ftrength of argument 8t^ 
Paul fubjoins^ as an additional motive, bis owa 
example. *' I therefore,^' hys }ke, ** {o run, 
" not as uncertainly,*' not heedlefsly and ig-^ 
norantly, but with a perfect knowledge of the 
courfe I am to puriue^ the rules I am to pb- 
ferve^ die priste I am to aim at, and the com* 
ditions on which it is to be attained* I dQ 
not adfc at random, but upon fure grounds. 
My views are fteadily fixed on the grand 
point, and I prefs fi>rwarQS in the way mark* 
ed out with unwearied vigour and perfeve-? 
ranee. ^^ So fight I, not as one that beateth 
^ the air." In this Chriftian combat I do not 
mif-fpend my activity, and exert my powers 
to no purpofe } I do not fight with my owft 
fliadow, or with an imaginary antagoniflt^ 
wafting my ftrength on the empty air; but 
I ftrive for the maftcry in good garncftj I 
confidef piyfelf as having real enemies to 
icombat, the world, the flefti, and the devil ; 
I know that my life, my falvation, my all, 
is at ftake ^ and therefore, in imitation of the 
competitors in the Ifthmian games, lexer*? 
fife 4 ftriift government over myfelf j I (ub-^ 

? See the commentatorst ' ^ 

^' • - ... .< * 
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due my rebellious paffions, by continual ads 
of felf-denial 1 " I keep under my body, and 
^* bring it Into fubjeAion/' left that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I 
myfelf fhould be a caftaway* 

Siich is the reafoning of this eloquent apoftlc 
at large 5 and it behoves us all to pay due at- 
tention to it 5 for, though in oneeircumftance 
we do not all rcfemble him, are n^t all ap^ 
pointed to preaqh to others j yet ^^ we all, 
like him, engaged in the Chriftian conflid 
with paflion and temptation ; and muft, like 
him, either come off viftorious in it, and gain 
the prize, or be (bamefully fubducd, and lofe 
our own foulst 

Ever fince the unhappy fall of our firft pa- 
r^ts, and the confufion introduced by it into 
our moral frame, the paffions have acquired fo 
much ftrength and boldncfs, that they afpire 
to nothing Ipfs than an abiblute fovereignty 
over the foul f and we arc reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of cither governing them, or being go* 
Verned by them. This is literally the choice 
propofed to us at Qur firft entrance into life ; 
and it concerns us to weigh and confideir it 
^ell I fbf we fan never decide on a queftion of 

inpr? 
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more importance. It is thi$ chiefly that mull 
det$i7ni]>e us to virtue and happinefs^ or to 
vioe apd mifery. F<sr nothing can be more 
clear, than that far the greater part of the evils 
we fuffcr ourfelvcs, and of thofe we bring upom 
others, arife from the ^Moainion of our paf- 
fions* ^' From whence come wars and fightings 
** ainoi^g you ? Con>c they not hence, even of 
^ yown Vftfts^ which waf ia your p^embers ?*' 
JFrpn^/ 5^^nce com^ inurders, robberies, op- 
prefliop,-and fraud? Whence come breaches 
of frjendfliip ^nd hofpitality, violations of the 
inarr^gc-beji, ^m^ infamy, and rgnorfe to un- 
guarded innocence, amfa&^n and d^refs to 
whole families, the deftruftion of our own 
health ^ind repofe, the diflipatipn of our for- 
tiwea, aftd. the coqfequ^nt wretch^dneirs of all 
th^t Ipftk up to us for fpppprt ? Do not all 
tl^ejfe, and ,an infinite nuniber of other calami- 
lies, fpring fdbly froqi the brutal vi^nce of 
liead(lr$)g and unruly d§fires, bprfting forth 
l^ce a torrent upon rmnklfldp thrpvying down 
every obftacle, an^ Jjreaking through 0v?ry the 
mOft ^acred fence that opppfes itftlf to 4:heir 
wnpel;ypy^ cpiyrft ? ;. , . .. ,.. 
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Such are the mifchiefs which daily follow 
from fufFering them to gain the afcendancy j 
and fuch we have to expedl from it ourfelves. 
There is, in fa<S, no drudgery upon earth like 
that of ferving the paflibns. Of all tyrants in 
the world, they are the moft unrelenting iand 
infiipportable. They will utterly debafe and 
unman the foul ; debilitate and objfcure its 
nobleft powers ; force their natural fovereign 
reafon tofubmit to the meaneft offices, and moft 
fcandaious artifices, for their gratification; 
compel us to refigri up our trucft interefts, our 
moft fb|idx:omforts, our moft valuable expefta- 
tions ; nay, even to invent principles to juf*- 
tify their extravagancies, to reject the revela- 
tion that \x)ndemns them, to ftrip ourfeives to 
all daim to immortality, to doubt every thing, 
to difpute every thing except their com- 
mands, 

. To avoid thefe dreadful mifchiefs, which 
are by no means exaggerated, there is no other 
way left, but to refblve with St. Paul, on 
V keeping under our body,, and bringing it 
^finto fubjeftion/* But this, too, though at-» 
tended at the laft vrith the happieft confe- 
^aences, is not, however, without its difficuU 
f ties. 
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tics. Thele, indeed, to all are not the iame : 
there Is, undoubtedly, a difference in the con- 
/litution of our minds, as well as of our bo- 
dies ; and Come men are bleft with fuch fin- 
gularly happy difpofitions, fuch fober defires, 
fuch tra<ftable and obedient inclinations, that, 
with a common degree of prudence and cir- 
cumfpe£ti<m, and Chriftian difcipline, they 
prefervc the utmofl tranquillity and order in 
the foul, go on uniformly, and almoft without 
interruption, in the difcharge of their duty, 
and-£nd the ways of Religion ** to be ways of 
*^ pleafentnefs, and all her paths to be peace.' • 
Bleft, indeed, beyond meafure, are fuch per-' 
Ions as thefe, infinitely better provided for the 
journey of life, and infinitely better fiirniftied 
with the proper materials of happinefs than 
thofe who arc generally much more envied, 
but with much lefs reafon; thofe who arc 
favoured with riches, genius, rank or power. 
Thefe are contemptible things compared to 
the inconceivable comfort of a well-ofdcred 
mind, and well-governed affections, which, in 
a work of infinite importance that muft be 
done, leave us nothing but what it is extremely 
f afy to do. But witji the generality of man-r 

feind, 
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Idnd, this is far from being the cafe. Almoft 
every one finds within himfclf fome one un-« 
ruly pailion at leaft, which is continually ,dif-* 
turbing his repofe, and endangering his inno- 
cence ; and which, without the utmofl vigi- 
lance and refolution, he finds it impoffible to 
fubdue. Even he who " delights in the law 
^* of God after the inward man, frequently 
^* fees another law in the outward man, war-» 
** ring againft the law of his mind, and bring- 
^ ing it into captivity to the law of fin/* 
Unable to reicue himfelf from this wretched 
flavery, and equally unable to fupport the con^ 
iequences of fubmitting to it, no wonder if 
fuch an one, in the utmofl agony of mind, 
cries out v\rith St. Paul in his aflumed charac- 
ter, *^ Wretched man that I am ! who fhall 
♦' deliver ijie from the body of this death ?'^ 
Thanks be to God, through Jefus Chrift om 
Lord ; there is qne that can, and will deliver 
you, even the Redeemer that died for you^ 
He it is who will do what no other moral 
guide can do for you $ will both enable you, 
by additional fupplies of ftrength, tp overcome 
^fe lufts which war againfl your ibul, and 
will alfo crown that vi^ory by a reward morft 

tbso 
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than adequate to the pain of the conflid:. If 
Chriftianity requires from its votaries a higher 
degree of fandlity and parity, and a ftrid:er 
command over the paflions than any other Re- 
ligion, it has a right to do fo ; becaufc it af-* 
fords proportionabiy greater helps towards 
accomplifhing that great work, and a propor-% 
tionably greater prize to recompence die labour 
of it. For however fevere this ftrirggle -with 
eur appetites may be to as, and fevere eqongh, 
God knows, it fomctimes is, yet it is^ our poin-» 
fert, that i£ we endure to the end, *f tho&^bght 
*^ afflictions which are but for a moment^ ffaall 
^^ work for us a far more exceedini^andvtaimal 
** weight of gk)ry/' . This finglc caoiidarattiort 
is enough to make ms ^^ more thaiu isonqa«6r9 
*' through Chrift that ftrengtheneth us/' Fpc 
who that has in view immortal joysaad in-* 
corruptible Crowns, can repine at the con&dt 
he muft go through to obtain them ? -Wbo^ 
that profeiTes himfeif in earnefl a di&r^le of 
Chrift, can murmur at the hardfliip of mord* 
fying his paflions, when even they who ffarive 
for the maftery in the moft trivial contefb, and 
ibr the fiUieft rewards, are temperaiCe in all 
things I The inftance produced in the t^i: to 

prove 



SERMON XIIL 2^j 

provt this, wa^ full to the purpofe ; was pccu- 
, Harly cakukted to ftrikfe the CorinthiinS, being 
a familiar, and^ as it were, domeftic fadt^ with- 
in the compaft of their own obfervation. Its 
foree is very little, tf at -all, abated, when ap- 
plied to ourfelves ^ hut if we have a^ mind for 
fini^lar inftances ntfaiter hoftie, they are to be 
foilhd in' abAndance^ We ftiay fee numbers 
oP dM* foBow-citeituf es, on every Mt of us, 
uh^gt>rrig the ^eifcft labours and ittcottve-* 
Tik^cs irt purfuit d the ftWft trivial and 
WOrthkfs objedts. We fee the vicioiw man 
fr^quelitly taking mK:)re pains, and ftruggHiig 
through greater diftrefTes, in order to gratify 
his paffions, than it would c^ft him toTttbdue 
Aem. -We fee the avariciotis man torment- 
ing himfclf with continual care and anxiety, 
Submitting to the meaneft and moft fordid ar- 
tifices to acquire wealth and to retain it ; prac-* 
tifing fevercr mortifications than the utmof): 
rigour of mOnaflic difcipline would exaft, de-- 
nying himfelf not only the moft innocent gra-^ 
tificatioils, but the common neceffaries of life ; 
and fometimes even perifhing for want in the 
tnidft of abundance. And what is the great 
objedt of all this voluntary felf- denial ? It is to 

amais 






a8S SERMON XIIL 

amafs a Ixoard of wealth which he has not tbo- 
ipirit to ufe in this ,world> nor the power of 
carrying with him into the next. 

Wc fee others who cannot juftly be charged 
with avarice s yet flimukted by the ambition 
ef raiiing themfel ves and their &milie$ to opu- 
knce and diftin£tion> and with that view ia- 
crificmg their youths their eafe> their health, 
their comfort, the bed and happieft part of 
their days to the labour of fome moil painful 
employment, which at laft, perhaps, rewards 
them with a fortune, when difeafe, or old age, 
or death, render them incapable of enjoy- 
ing it* 

We fee the man of adventure and of enter- 
prize penetrating the moft remote and inhof- 
pitable regions of the earth, expofing himielf 
to unwholefome climates and untried oceans,^ 
encountering tiie dangers of rocks and tem- 
pefls, of famine and difeaie, of treachery and 
violence from unrelenting ikvages ; and all this 
in the purfuit of knowledge or of emolument, 
which ieldom anfwer his expectations, or of a 
vifionary fame, which perhaps conmiences 
not, till he is gone *• to that land where all 

P things are forgotten/* 

Thefc 

'J 
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*rhefe are inftances of felf-denial which we 
have tvcry day before our eyes ; and fliall Wei 
then, be deterred from the purfuit of our eter-* 
. nal iuterefts, and. of immortal glory, by the re-* 
ftraints and the difficulties attending our Chrif-* 
tian warfare, whea we fee men voluntarily and 
. chearfuUy encountering far greater hardfhipSi 
and fer feverer trials for the fake of acquiring 
what appears to them moft valuable in this 
life, but which they find in the end to be de- 
. lufive and unfatisfa^ory^ 
, • It is, in fliort, a vain and a foolifh attempt to 
, think of feparating, in any inftance, great la-» 
. bour and difficulty from great attainments. 
And the more valuable the , ^cquilition, the 
more fevere are the hardfhips that obftruft the 
. way to it* The lo weft mechanic arts can nc-* 
Ver be carried to any degree of perfedion 
. without much toil; works of imagination, in- 
. telledual accompliihments, reqxiire ftill more i 
virtue and religion, as being the greateft or- 
naments of our nature, moft of alL But then 
the reward is in proportion to the labour; and 
.to renounce the one through a cowardly fear of 
the other, is one of the meaneft thoughts tliat 
can enter the human mind. . 
.YoL. IL U It 
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It is hard fometimes, it is ccmfcfledly bard^ 
to deny a craving appetite, and to fubdue a 
vicious habit ; but is it not ftiH harder to lofe 
cverlafting happinefs for a momentary induU 
gence ; and, like the vrretched E&u, to fell 
Heaven in revcrfion for a mefs of pottage ? 

Let us cat and drink, fays the voluptuary ^ 
let us indulge without delay, and without re- 
ferve, every appetite of our nature, for *' to- 
^ morrow wc die," to-morrow we may ccafe 
to exift, and all poffibility of any forthcr en-» 
joymcnt will be for ever gone. Let us, then, 
take our foil meafure of it while we can. 
** Let us enjoy the good things that are prc- 
" fent. Let us fill ourfelves with-coftly wines 
" and ointments ; and let no fbwer of the 
^ fpring pafs by us. Let us Cfown oiirfelves 
" with rofe-buds before they be withered. Let 
^ none of us go without his part of our volup- 
^* tuoufnefs. Let us leave tokens of our joy- 
^ fohiefs in every place 5 for this is our por- 
•* tion, and our lot is this *.'' This language 
cannot be wondered at, from the man who 
rcjedls all idea of a foture exiftence. But it 
would be folly and madnefs ih him, who be- 

* Wifibmii. 6. 10. 
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Xltfes the Chrijftun dodrine of a refurrediioo, 
and a retribution in another world.' To hini 
the conclufion^ from the veiy iatne premifesi 
touft be a diredly oppofite one4 It muft be 
plainly this : Let us keep our hearts with all di-* 
ligence, and reftrain our paffions within the 
bounds of duty, for to-morrow we nmy die; to- 
morrow we may be called to give an account of 
our moral condudl: to the great Sovereign of 
the Univerfe, who has peremptorily com-* 
manded us to be temperate in all things. Let 
this confideration^ then, be deeply fixed in our 
hearts, and be conftantly prefent to our 
thoughts, and it will, in the hour of trial, add 
ftrength to our refolutions, and fortitude to our 
fouls. It is not, it muft be confeiTed, a very 
eafy talk to keep that ftrid: and fteady com-* 
mand over ourfelves which Chriftianitv re-^ 
^uires^ But we muft not be much furprized, 
if the rewards of Heaven are not to be had for 
nothing* Immortal glory, and everlafting fe- 
licity, are not fuch. very trivial things, as to be 
obtained without any exertions on our part. 
Some price muft furely be paid for fuch an 
acquifition, fo^ething muji be given up in pre* 
fent for an inheritance of fuch infinite value in 

U 2 future. 
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futare. " There is but one paradife for meii/^ 
faid Mahomet, (turning ^way his eyes from 
the tempting profpedt of Damafcus) *^ there 
^ is but one paradife for men, and, for my 
*' part, I will not take mine in this world *." 
If this fenfual impoftor could, in this inftance, 
at leaft facrifice prefent gratification even to 
Jbis falfe notions of future happinefs, well may 

We be content to endure a little temporary 
felf-denial for the fake of a recqmpence here- 
after, perfect in its nature, and endlefs iaits du- 
ration. It is true, indeed, that taking all 
things into the account, the yoke of our di- 
vine Mafter is eafy, and his burden is- light. 
Yet ftill there is a yoke, there rs a burden to 
bear. We are to take up our crofs, and on 
that crofs we are to crucify our affedlions and 

' lufts. In the fucceffive ftages of our exiftence 
here, fucceffive adverfaries rife up to oppofe 
our progrefs to Heaven, and bring us into cap- 
tivity to fin and mifery. Pleafure, intereft, 
bufinefs, power, honour, fanie, all the follies 
^nd all the corruptions of this world, each in 
their turn, afi!ail our feeble nature, and through 

* Maundrcll, p. lai. 

thefc 
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thefe we muft manfully fight our way to the 
great end we have in view. But the diffi- 
culty and the pain of this contefl will be in- 
finitely lefTened, by a refolute and vigorous 
exertion of our powers, and our refources, at 
our firft fetting out in life. If we flrenuoufly 
refifl thofe eneinies of our falvation that pre- 
feat themfelves to us in our earliefl youth, all 
the i:eft that foUqw in our mature age will be 
^ eafy, conqueit. On him, who in the ber 
ginning iof life ^ has kept himfelf unfpotted 
from the world, all its fubfequent attractions 
and alUjremenis, all its magnificenpe, wealth, 
and fplendour, will make little or no impref- 
fion. A mind that has been long habituated 
to difcipline, , reflraint, and felf-command, 
amidft far more powerful temptations, will 
have nothing to apprehend from fuch afTaiknts 
as thefe. But our great and principal fc- 
curity is affiflance from above, which will 
never be denied to thofe who fervently apply 
for it. And with the omnipotence of di- 
vine grace to fupport us, and an eternity 
of happinefs to reward us, what is there thac 
can make our conftancy, or corrupt our fide- 
lity ? 

Ua Set 



ft94 SERMON XIII, 

Set yourfelvcs, then, without delay, to ac-* 
quire an early habit of flridk felf-governnK^nt^ 
and an early intercourfe with your Almighty 
Protedor. Let H .be your firft care to efta- 
blifh the fovercignty of xcafon, and the em- 
pire of grace, over your fouls, and it will fbon 
be no pain to you ; but, on the contrary, a 
real pleafure ^* to be temperate in all things," 
Watch ye, ftand faft in the feith, quit your* 
felves like men, be ftrong, be rcfolute, b^ 
patient. Look frequently up to the prizp 
that is fct before you, left ye be wearied an4 
faint in your minds, Confider, that every 
pang you feel on account of your <iuty here, 
will be placed to your credit, and encreafeyour 
happinefs, hereafter. The conflift with your 
paffions win grow lef$ irfcfome every day, a 
few ycars^ will put an entire end tq it, ancl 
you will then, to your unfpeakable comfort^ 
be enabled to cry out with St. Paul, *^ I have 
f* fought a gopd fight, I have <iniflied my 
** courfe, I have kept the fai^. Henceforth 
f' there is laid up fpr me a cfown of righte- 
** oufnefs, vvhich the Lord, the righteous 
f^ Judge, fhaH give me at that day/' 

SERMON 
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Matthew xxvii. 54. 

TRXJLY THIS WAS THE SON OF GOD. 

WE have here a teftlmony to the diving 
charader of our bleflcd Lord, which 
iBMft ^ coniidered as in the hijgHeft degree im- 
partial and incorrupt. It is the teftimony not 
^f friends, btlit of enemies ; not of thofe w^o 
were prepoiTefled in favour of Chrift and his 
Keligion, but of thofp who, by habit and edu- 
cation, were prejudiced, and ftrongly preju- 
4iced, againjft them. It is, in fhort, the vpice 
of nature and of truth ; the honeft, unprcme- 
. ditated confeffion of the heathen centurion, 
tfnd the ibldiers under him, whom the Roman 
governor had appointed as a guard over the 
crucifixion of our Lord. So forcibly ftruck 
>vere tbefe perfons with the behaviour of Jefus, 

U 4 and 
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and the aftonifliing circumftances attending his 
death, that they broke out involuntarily into 
the exclamation of the text, ** Truly this was 
^* the Spn qf God/' . ^ ' 

Different opinions, it is well known, have 
been entertained by learned men concerning 
the precife fenfe in which the centurion un- 
derftood Chrift to be the fdn of God. But 
without entering here into any critical niceties 
(which do not in the leaft afFedt the main ob- 
jeft of this difcourfe) I fhall only obferve in 
general, that even after making every abate- 
ment, which either grammatical accuracy; or 
parallel pafFages, may feem to require, the very 
loweft meaning we can affix to the text, in 
any degree confiftent with the natural force di 
the language, and the magnitude of the occa-» 
fion, is this ; that the centurion, comparing 
together every thing he hadfeen,and rifingin 
his expreffions of admiration, as our Lord's 
encreafing magnanimity grew more and more 
upon his obfervation, concluded him to be, 
not only a perfon of moft extraordinary virtue, 
and moft tranfcendent righteoufnefs, but of a 
nature more than humariy and bearing evident 
marks of a divine QriginaU 

That 
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That his conclufion went at leaft fd far as 
this, will appear highly probable from confi- 
derihg the two diftind: grounds oa which it 
Was founded. 

The firft was, the attention with which the 
centurion appears to have marked the whole 
behaviour of our Lord during the dreadful fcene 
he pafled through, from the beginning to the 
end of his fufferings upon the crofs. He 
placed himfelf, as St. Mark informs us, over 
■againji Jefus. From, that ftation he kept his 
eye conftantly fixed upon him, and obferved, 
with anxious care, every thing he faid or did. 
And when he faw the meeknefs, the patiehce, 
the refignation, the firmnefs, with which out 
Lord endured the moft excruciating torments s 
when he heard him at one time praying fer^ 
vently for hi^ murderers ^ at another difpofing, 
with dignity and authority, of a place in para- 
dife, to one of his fellow-fuiferers 5 and, at 
length, with that confidence which nothing 
but confcious virtue, and confcious divinity, 
could, at fuch a time, infpire, recommending 
Jiis fpirit into the* hands of his heavenly Father \ 
from thefe circumftances, what other infe- 
rence could the centurion draw, than that 

Jefus 
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Jefti» was not mo'tfy a right eg§is bnt a heavenly^ 

But there war another, ud that a ftill morq 
powerful proof of our Lord's celeftial oiigm, 
wiiich offered. ki^lf to the centurion's notice i 
I mean» the afloni^iing events that took place; 
when Jefus expired ; the agitation ji^ta which 
all nature feemed to be thrown, the darknefs, 
the earthquake, the rending of rocks, tbq 
evening of graves, miracles which the centu-> 
fktn conceived, and juftly conceived, were not 
Kkefy to be wrought on the death of a mr^ 
mortal"^ 9 

And, indeed, it mufl be acknowledged, that 
tiie mirades recorded, and dte propheci^ ac« 
coroplifhcd, in the hiftory of Chrift, »c the 
two great pillars on which our faith in hiq;i 
muft principally reft. But as an enquiry into 
this fort of proof, would lead u$ into an argu- 
pient much too extenfi ve and too complex for 
our prcfent purpofe, I fhalj content myfelf with 
enlarging a little on that other kind of evidence 
above-mentioned, the chara<fter and condu(5 of 

^ S«e Pr. Doddridge's Bote from Elfner in his expofitioi) 
erf" this pafTagc, 

mx 
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cmr divine Maflen Of this the centurkm &vr 
liothiQg more, perhaps^ than ^e clofing fceii^' 
And if this operated fo forcibly, as it feems to 
have done, on ins mind, how poweifuUy muft 
curs be affected, by taking into the account the 
virtues which Jefus difplayed through life^ fls 
well as thofe he manifefted at hit death? We 
may reafonably expe£t> that it will at once 
confirm the faith of thofe who b^eve, and 
produce convi&ion in thofe who do not. 

Were we only to fay of our Saviour^ what 
even Pilate faid of him, tJbaf we am fold n$ 
fault in bim^ that the whole temper of his ioul» 
and the whole tenour di his life, wei?e abfo^ 
lutely blamelefs diroughout; that from the 
&xQi moment of his birth, to his kft agony on 
the crofsi he never once fell into the fmalleft 
error of condud, never once fpake unad- 
vifedly widi hia lips ; were we, I fay, to con- 
fine ourfelves fokly to this negative kind of 
excellence, it is more than can be faid of any 
other perfon th^t ever yet came into the world. 
But great and unconmion as even this fort of 
perfedion is, it forms but a very foiall part of 
fbat which belonged to Jefus. He was not 

only 
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only exempf from every the flighteft feillngj 
but he pbfleflcd and pra^^ifed every imaginable 
virtue -that was confiftent with his fituation; 
and t&aty too, in the higheft degree of excel- 
lence to v^hich virtue is capable of being ex- 
aked**' That idea of complete goodnefs which 
tfie ancient philofophers took fo much fruitlefs 

pains to defcribe, and which they • juftly 

* * » - • • • 

thought *w6uki fo ftrongly attradt the affec- 
tions of men if it^^ould be made vifible, was 
in the perfori of the Holy Jefus, and in Mm 
€nfyy^nc6 the World^began, prefented to the 
eyes c^ rnafikind. His ardent love for God, 
his zeal for the fervicc, his refignation to the 
tvill^'his unreferved obedience to the com^ 
mands of his: heavenly Father; the compaflion, 
thektndnefs,,the folicitude, the tendernefs, he 
ijiowed for the whole human race, even for 
the worft of finnersand the bittereft of his 
enemies 5 the perfedl cornniand he had over 
his own paffions; thc.confumhiate prudence 
withxvhich he eluded all the fnares that were 
laid for him ; the wifdom, the juftnefs, thp 
xlelicacy of his replies; the purity and the 
gentlenefs cf his' manners ; the fweetnefs yet 

8 dignity 
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tllgnity of his deportment; the mildnefs with 
which he reproved the miftakes, the -preju- 
dices, and the failings of his difciples 1- the 
temper he preferved under the ftfvereft- pro- 
vocations from his enemies ; the. patience, 
the compofure, the meeknefs, with which he . 
endured the cruelleft infults, and' the grofleft 
indignities ; the fortitude he difplayed . inidcr 
the moft painful and ignominious death that 
human ingenuity could devife, or human ma- 
lignity inflid:; and that divinely charitable 
prayer which he put up for his murderers in 
the very midft of his agony ; *' Father forgive 
^ them, for they know not what they do ;'* 
all thefe, and a multitude of other peculiar ex- 
cellencies in his charader, (which it is impaf- 
fible here to enumerate) concur to render him, 
/beyond comparifon, the greateft, the wifeft^ 
and the beft, of men. 

Confidered more particularly as A pubhc 
TEACHER, what an.underftanding muft that 
have been, and whence enlightened, from 
which fo fublime and perfedl a fyftcm of piety 
and morals as that of the Gofpel, .proceeded, 
excelling not only all the difcoveries of men, 
and the inoft perfed: fyftems of Pagan mo- 

ralitv. 
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nlity, bat all the revelations of God maidt 
before Aim ^* 

But further ftilL How aftonifhing, and 
fiom what fburce infpir^ mull the mind (£ 
liM man be> who could entertain fo vail a 
thought in £> loyt a condition^ as that of in- 
truding and reforming a whole worlds i 
world divided betv^een atheiim and fuperfH-^ 
tion, but univerfally abandoned to fin; of 
teaching the whole race of mankind to live 
foberly» righteoufly^ and godly here^ and lead- 
ing them en to an eternity of happinefs here-" 
after ? How contemptible a figure do thcy^ 
who afieftcd to be the conquerors of the 
World, make, when compared with him who 
undertook to be the faviour of it ? Then, in 
the execution of this immenfe defign, vdiat 
condefcenfion without meannefs> what majefty 
without pride, what firmnefs without obflinacy, 
what zeal without bitternefs or enthufiafin, 
what piety without fuperftition ; how won- 
derful a combination of feemingly moil oppo- 
fite, if any could be oppofite^ virtues ; how exaft 
a temperature of every thing great, and vene- 

* For the principal and moft valuable part of the fix 
following pages, I am indebted to my late excdleat friend and 
patron Archbifhop Seeker. 

Tablc^ 
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rabk, and lovel3r> in his foal ! And axiotHet 
~^ry important and remarkable eonfideratioii 
-k, that all thefe adminable qiolities zppczxcd 
pcrkStly eafy and natural to him» aQd feca^ 
Ddt td require d^ lead exertbn of lus mind to 
{>roduce or to fupport Aian. And the cafe 
was the fame in his difcourfcs and his inilruo*- 
tions. No emotion when he delivered the 
' mofl fablime andaffi^ding dodrineSj the moil 
c<«nfor table or raoft terrifying prcdiftions- 
The prophets before him feinted and fank un- 
der the communications which they . received 
frcwn above- But truths that overwhelmed the 
/ervants of God, were familislr to his Som. 
' Compofed on the greateft occafions^ re%eftable 
' even on the leaft, he was at all times the 
iame ; and the uniform d^ity and propriety 
' of his behaviour throughout, cvidently.€owed 
from the inbred grandeur and re^tnde of his 
' mind« Tried he was every way (aad that in 
'. fo pubHc a life perpetually) by wk:k^d men^ 
- by the wicked jone, by friends' as well as by 
enemies ^ but fer; from being overcome, never 
once difooncerted, never once ^mhsixtaikdy 
but calmly iuperior to every artiSce,. to every 
ttmptation, to every difiiculty. 
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Well, then, may we afk, even after this VerjT 
fhort and very impcrfed: iketch of our Sa- 
viour's charafter, ** whence has this man thefe 
**. things, and what wifdom is this, that is given 
•* unto him ? ' ' He had evidently none of the 
ufual means or opportunities of cultivating his 
underftanding, or improving his heart. He was 
born in a low and indigent condition, without 
education, without learning, without any mo- 
dels to form himfelf upon, either in his own 
time, and his own country, or in any records of 
former ages, that were at all likely to fall into 
his hands. Yet, notwithftanding this, he ma- 
nifefted and fupported invariably through life, 
fuch wifdom and fuch virtue as were never 
before found united, and, we may venture to 
fay, never will be again united in any human 
being. The confequence, then, is unavoid-, 
able, and one of thefe two things miifi be true. 
Either the character of our Lord, as drawn in 
the^ Gofpels, muft be abfolutely ideal and fifli- 
tious,. exifting no where but in the imagina- 
tion of thofe who drew it ; or.elfe the perfen 
to ^hom it really belonged muft be endowed 
' wilh powers more than human* For nc^r 
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did mere mortal man pither fpeak or adt as 
Jefus didi 

If Wc take the former part of the altcmativci 
and affirm, that the portrait of our Sarioijrf as 
.dravm in the Gofpels, is an ideal one; where, in 
the lirft place> fhall we find the man that' could 
dfdw it ? where fhall we find the nian^ who^ 
by themere force of imagination, could invept 
a character at once fo abfolutely perfedti and 
fo truly original ? The circumftances, of his 
uniting the divine and human nature in one 
peribn^ and of his being at one and the &me 
time the Mefliah of the Jews, and the In- 
flru(9x)r^ the Redeemeri the Mediator, and the 
Judge of mankindi are fq very pfeculiari and fd 
perfedly new j and yet all thefe feveral parts 
are fo well fupported, and preferved fo diftind:^ 
and every thing oiir Saviour fa id or did is fd 
admirably accommodated to each> that td 
form fuch a chara<9:er as this, without any 
original to copy it from, exceeds the utmdft 
ftretch of human invention. Even the beft of 
the Greek and Roman writers never produced 
any thing to be compared with it> either in 
point of originality or of excellence^ though 
they frequen|Jy exerted themfclves to the ut- 

VoL.IL X mof! 
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have been the laft |>erf6ii upon earth for ynhoia 
they would have conceived it intenfkd* 

Befide^^ what conceivable inducement could 
the facred hiftorian«? have to impoie aa ima- 

m 

ginary pirfonage trpon the world ? ,and why, 
above all, fhould they perfcvere in this impo-^ 
fition, when they faw and felt that hatred, 
and perfecution^ and death, were the certain 
confequences of their maintaining , the re- 
ality of a character, idiidi they: knew all the 
while to-be a naere phantom of <heir own 
creation, and could have feved diemfelves by 
confeffing it ? But even if it were pofilble that 
human creatures might, contrary to all ho- 
nefty, and all intereft, be thus unaccountably • 
bent on deceiving, we have as full evidence as 
can be, that the EvangeliAs were not £o. There 
^ is manifeftly an air of fimplicity and godly fin- 
^ * cerity,* of plain, unornamented truth in every 
thing they relate ; nothing wrought up with 
^ art, nothing ftudioufly placed in the faireft 
light to attract the eye, no folicitude. to dvsreli 
even on the moft illufttious parts of our Sa- 
viour'^ charader ; but, on the contrary, fb.dry 
and Cv U a manner ^f telling the 'moft ftriking 
fads, and moft afFccSing truths, as furniflies 

ground 



S E R MO N XIV, 3Q9 

gr^und^to apprehend that they themfejves did 
jipt always diftindtly perceive the. divine wif* 
dom and excellence of many things faid and 
done by Jefiis, and recorded in their books. 
At legft, they have by no means brought thenx ; 
forward jnto view as they well deferved, and 
at,niien who wrptp mtJ^ a de^gn would moil 
certainly have done. TWs very circum.ftance, 
added tp thp whole turn and tenor of their 
writings^ mpft clearly prove, th^t they fol- 
lowed with religious care, and delivered with 
fprupulous fidelity, friaA aijd j5?t5?, as it ap- 
peared to them, and npthing elfe* 

It is evident, therefore, upon the whole, 
that our blefled Lord was, in reality, the very 
perfon that he is reprefented to be in the 
Go/pe^. And as he is reprefented to have 
ppff^ed a degree pf perfection, both intel- 
k(2ual ajtjd mpral, far beyopd what human 
nature is capable of arriving at, and that^ too, 
without any pf the common nieans of acquir- 
ing fuch perfection, the conclufion can be no 
other than this^ fAaf both he and his Religion 
came from God. 

Biit it may ftiU, perhaps, be faid, that ther^ 
15 no neceffity for fuppofing any thxng/u/>er^ 

X 3 natural \^ 
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natural in tlie cafe, fife Was (Mil/ ofite"^6f'di8fij - 
wonderful anid extraordihary- charaflsprfi dilfl 
iometim^s appear even in the very lo weft fta* 
tibhs / iiid by the force of great natural ta* 
lents, a native dignity of mind, and a oonfti- 
tutional goodhefs of difpofition, break out' 
from the cjbfcurity'of their fituatidn; arid rfiGs 
fuperlof to all the reft of mankind. 

'But befides what has been already infifted 
on; t\kt ho fuch charaftcr as that of CHfift 
ik to bfe found in any nation of the world,^ in 
any period of time, or any fituation of life, it 
muft be remembered, that our Lord Bimjelf 

laid daim to fomething more than the charader 

- ' . •■ * • 

of a great and a good man. He laid claim to' 
a divine original. He affirmed, that he was the 
Son of tSod. and that He and his Father were 
•one, tf, therefore, this was not the cafe, he* 
muft have been either an enthufiaft or an im- 
poftor. Ifl other words, he muft have been a 
very weak, or a very wicked man. But either 
of thefe fuppofitions is utterly irrecohcile- 
able with the defcription that has juft been 
given of him, with every idea of wifdom and 
of goodnefs, which yet he has been proved, 
^nd is allowed to have poflcfled,- in their ut- 

* moll 
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tse^'txt&altt' "V^boever, thcn^,, acknowledges, j 
l^mrto be argreati-f wife, aiad a^pg^f^dtlygcfodr 
njao, mufi ^^i^\^. his omUeptnci^eis^ allow . 
1me& that Diy'i3NJ3:Y which h^ qlaiqied^ ^ , 
Here, then, isf a proof of the divine autho-. 
rky of Ofir-;lf>wgiyer> and our Re;ligion, .which, 
cvetyone may com^h^nd^t an,dr which it wilL, 
TMV he' eofy ion any one to wi^ftand. Sona^. 
alltfdg? that they want leifiire> and others that ^ 
th«y want le4f ning or ability, to inveftigate 
with ^ fufl|ci^4t. c$f9 and accuracy, the pro- 
Jihieitici the nairacuJioaj, and the hjftorical evi^- 
xl^nces df our faith *. This, indeed, is com- 
naonly nothipg more than mere pretence. But. 
• cyeli^ this- pretence is taken away \yy the argu-^ 
m^^there offered to their confider^tion. It is 
involved in na difficulty, and requires iv>; labo- 
rious or critical examiaa^on, no uncQ^n>oi>^ 
de^ee of fagacity or ability to decide upon. 
Nothing more is requifite than tp lay open the, 
Bible, and to contemplate the character of ouf , 
Lord, as it is there drawn with the moft per- 

* Th« proofs of Chriflianity depend on the laborious in- 
velligadon of hiftoric evidence, and fpeculative theology. 
fiijhry tf tbi D^iinr of the Roman Empire^ 'yoL 3. /. j66. 
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fed fairncfs and honefty by the Bvangclifts. ' 
Whoever can judge of any Aing, can judge of 
this 5 and we know by experience, that it is 
calculated to carry convidion even into th© 
moft unwilling minds. We have feen, that 
even a Pagan centurion, when he beheld Jefus 
jexpiring on the crofs, could not forbear crying 
out, (and many others with him) ^ Truly this 
f* was the Son of God.-' And it ij? very remark-» 
able, that the contemplation of the very fame- 
icene, as defcribed in the Gofpel hiftory, ex^ 
torted a fimilar, but ftill ftronejer ponfeflion of 
Chrift's divine nature, from one of the moft 
(doquent of modern fceptics *, who has ijev^ 
been accufed of too much credulity, and who, 
though he could bring himfelf to refift the 
force even of miracles and of prophecies, yet 
was overwhelmed with the evidence arifing 
from the charaSteVy the condudi^ and the fuf^ 
firings of Cbrijl. ** Where, fays he^ is the 

'man, where is the philofopher, who can a<5, 

' . . • . , 

iufFqr, a^d die, without weaknefs, and with-* 

out oftentation? When Plato defcribcs his 

♦ ■ . • ' .- . . ■ • . - • . ■ , ' 

imaginary juft man, covered with all the op-: 

probrium of guilt, yet at the fame time tt^^ 

- » 

f R9uireau. 
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firing the iuWimeft rewards of virtue, he palntf / 
precisely eveiy feature in Aie charadief of Jeliis 
Ghrift, The rcfcmblante is foftriking^ that aH 
Ae fathers have obdfcrved it, and it is impfeffihle^ 
to be deceived juji if. What prejudice, what 
Windnefe, muft pdflfeft the «p#ii4of 'that^^nt 
who ^izr^x to compare the fpn of Sopfet<Jli»**#- 
po the Son of Mary ? Whata diftance is ther« 
between the one and the other ? The death 
oi Socrates, philofophizing calmly with his 
irifends, is the moft gentle that can be wifhed i 

that of Jefus expiring in torments, infult-^ 

.» 

cd, derided, and reviled by all the people, 
the moft horrible that can be imagined. So-^ 
crates taking the poifgned cup, bleffes the man 
who prefents it to himj and who, in the very 
aft of prefenting it, melts into tears. Jefus, 
in the midft of the moft agonizing tortures, 
prays for his enraged executioners. Yes, if the 
life and death of Socrates are thofe of a fage, 
the life and death of Jefus are thofe of a 
Gpd f ,• • 

It is not, thcn,<hc J)rejudice (as it has been 
called) of a Ghriftian education, it is not the 
Iftere dotage of fuperftition, or the mere en- 

f Emilf. V. 2. p. 167. 
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t|yifia(m of pious afiedioQ and giMitu^tp^ 
XY^i our .R^eenspteiv wh^c;!^ mak^ us. difcpver- 
iff his charadser p^|x; a^ evident mairks of the) 
SoH'OF Gap. They l^ve been difpow^ed and 
aq^ppwledgpd by men- who were trpubled with^ 
2)(^f«Kh r^ig^qjis^^i?^^ by one man who' 
ly^v^' t jjnJbrfW Pagan> and by another maiv 
who, without profoiling it, and perhaps^ with- 
in knowing it^ wa^s in faA Httle better than a 
^agan* On the ilrength of diefe teilioiomeSr 
thciy added to the proofs which have- been 
here adduced, we may Afely aiTumc it as a 
principle,, tiuit J ejus is the Sm (f God^ The 
necf fTary confequence is| that every; ^dng hi^ 
taught comes to us with the weight and fane- 
tion OFDiviNp AUTHORITY, and demands 
from every fincere difciple of Chrift uBplicit 
belief^ and implicit obedience. We muft not, 
after this<, pretend (as is now too much the pre- 
vailing mode) to feleS juft what we happen 
to Mke in the Gofpel, and lay afide all the reft i 
to admit, for inftance, the moral and precep* 
tive part, and rejedt all thofeXublime doftrines 
which are peculiar to the Gofpel, and which 
form the wall of partition between Chriftianityi 
and whatis called natural Religion. This is af- 

fuming 



whkh no bdieycr in: the diVifa}' it^Ai»Sty;o£» 
odr Lond, can on anjr'gcbtmd juftifjzu .; Qturift" 
deliveit^ all bb' do&riiTes iik the isme.of .Q^#;: 
He required thit:aH'ofI them; wiihout cjJcepN^ 
tioh^'fljonld'bearodeHred; He iias gi!^ea-no 'mah 
a Jiconce to' adopt juilas muciii or ksrlittle oS^ 
them^as.hc-thiiiks fit; Hcbafe authbrhs^hcy 
onb:humah bcin^ ito sdd theifotb^r or diminifh:! 

Let tis^ then, neVGt pr^Cntht tha^ td new* 
nlodel the Gofpel^ iMTCofding td our o^ ^^ 
tioddar} huijibur or oapricej butbc' content td' 
taker it dkGod has thou^t fit to Icilve it. Lefc^ 
u;s)«diniti'as it is^dir b6\inden dbty^rjon; tbi fol^ 
grmind of his aydibritjr/thoie thyftedoxik triidlir 
\Wiibh >a>e farbejfcnd th6 reach dP'ahjr^Hitd 
imderftanding, btrf wWeh it w^ nMnral and 
reafonabje to tx^&^^ in a revelation pertaining* 
to that incomprehenfible Being; ** the Hig^'iAd* 
*« Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity*/' *Vter 
^* us not exercife ourfelves in great ralcttdri 
** which are too high for us, but refrain our 
^* fouls and keep them low -f-/' Laying afidc 
jiU the fuperfluity and all the pride of human 

wifdom. 
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wifiiom^ ^Met us hold hA the profefliQn of 
*^ oi]^r fyi^f' without wavering, without re^ 
^ning, wkbwt philofbpbizing. Let us put 
ourfelves^ widiout delay and without referve, 
into the hand$ of our heavenly Guide^ and 
fubmit our jtujgments, with boundlefs confi- 
dence, to i)is diredion, who is ^^ the way, 
^* the truth, and the life *•*' Since we know 
|n whom we. believe i fince it has been this 
day proved by one kind of argument, and 
might be proved by a tfaoo&nd others, that he 
is the Son of Gop ; let us never forget that 
this gives him a right, a divine right, to the 
d)edience of our underfiandmgs, as well as to 
the obedience of our willr. Let us, th^refoiCt 
refohitely beat down every bold imagination, 
every high thing that exalteth itfelf againft 
the knowledge of God; bringing into cap- 
tivity eyery thought to the obedience of 
Ghi^, and receiving with meeknefs the 
5 ingrafted word^ that is able to fave our 
^* fouls t-'^ 

• Johnxiv. 6. f James i.^i. 
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Psalm xxvii. i6. 

I * 

- # TARRY THOU THE LORD's LEISURE; BE 

4 

STRONG, AND HE SHALL COMFORT 
THINE HEART; AND PUT THOU THY 
. TRUST IN THE LORD. 

THAT this life is not, and was not in- 
tended to be, a flate of perfedt happi- 
nefs, or even of conftant eafe and tranquillity; 
is a truth which no one will be difpofed to 
controvert. That we are befet with dangers, 
and expofed to calamities of various , kinds, 
which we can neither forefee.nor avert, is 
equally certain. It is a fad:, which, probabjy, 
moft 'of thofe who now hear me know too 
[ well, from their own experience ; and the reft 
. will moft affuredly know it, full time enough : 
for there cannot be a weaker or more childiflx 

* Preached at St. Paul's on the Thankfgiving-day> April 23, 

1789. ; * 
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imagination, than to flatter our felves with the 
hope of pafling through the world without our 
fharep£^qfe calaoiitiesj^whifh are ipfeparable 
from mortality, Afflidion^ then, of one kind 
or other, being unavoidable, it is evidently t 
matter of the yery laft importance to every hu- 
man being, * Co enquire caoe6rily what are the 
beft and moft folid fupports and confolations 
under it; vrfiere Wiey are to befouild,and how to 

'^be fecured. l^dw, the (hortcft and moft eflfednal 
wdy of obtaining fatisfadtion on thele points is, 
to apply to men of the beft judgment, and moft 
experience , in the cafe j , to. thofe who have 
.thenjif^v?s paiTed through the greateft vapcty 
of.iufferings, have fought for every pofliblc 
alleyiation of jthem that could be found, and 
are therefore the beft able 'to decide on tnc 
yalue and the efficacy .of theTemedies they 

. have adtually tried. If we turn our ^oughts 
tp men of this cjefbription, we. (hall find few 

^crfons J better qi^alified tp^ive us cempleat 

' r inforp>ation on thitf head, than the Royal 

Author of tlie text before us. He was initiated 

^ .early in tne fchool of adverfity ; and though 
he ^s afterwards raifed, by the hand of Pro- 

' vidence, to a throne, yet, m that exalted iitu- 
r^ * ' ation. 



Ation^ he Experienced a long fucceflionr of the 
iever^ft :triaisy and the isittereil affli(^^ that 
are in<bident to human nature*. How much l^e 
fdt on thdfe occafions, isfufficiently evident 
from his.writings^ in which he gives wnt to 
jthexliftrefs and agony of his foul in the ^?ong« 
eft and moft iajpaffioned language that grirf 
can dictate. ^ Yet with ^thefe complaints-arb 
mingled generally the watmeft expreflions of 
gratitude and thankfulnefsy for the unfpeakable 
comforts (he frequently experienced under 
.thefo calamities^ and the hopes he entertained^ 
.laot only .of being enabled to bear them pa- 
tiently, but of finally triumphing over them. 
From whence^ then, were thefe comforts and 
thefe hopes derived ? This is the great ^tief- 
tion } the great objeft of our prefent enquiry. 
And the aniiwer to it is-* in few words. They 
weredeuivfed from trust in Goj>. Thisit 
was which Jie declared to be his great refuge 
in diflrefs, his ihield, his rock, his caftle, his 
.houfe of defence,! his beft and fi^^meft ftay un- 
der all . his. V-ai^ioiis misfortunes. This holy 
confidencd is, indeed, the ijaoft ftriking and 

* 

prominent feature in his cha rafter. It dif- 
covers itfelf in every page of his writings. It 

fometinjes 
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fometimes throws a ray of chcarfulnefs erert 
ev6r his gloomi6ft moments, and unexpeded-^ 
ly turns his heavinefs into joy* ^* In the 
«* Lord put I my truft/' fays he, " how fay 

yc then to my foul, that (he fhotild ike as a 

» _ 

bird urito the hill ? The Lord is my refuge^ 
and niy God is' the flrength 6f my corifi-^ 
i^ dence* In the multitude of the fofrows 
^* that I had iA my heart, thy comforts have 
*< refreflied my foul* They that kiiow thy 
** name will put their truft in thee, for thou, 
♦^ Lord, haft never foiled diem that feek 
*' thee *.** And again^ in the words of the 
.text, *^ O tarry thou the Lord's leifure ; be 
ftrong, and he fliall comfort thine hearty 
and put thou thy truft in the Lord/' 
This great example j then, is a powerful 
recommcJndatic^ of that fovcreign medicine 
to-thd aflJidtcd foul, trust in God. But 
do6s Ghriftianity alfo encourage us to have re- 
couffc to it ? And does it promife us the fame 
confolation that the Royal Pj&lmift derived 
fromit ? It promifcs to us, that if wd faith- 
fully ferve the great Author and Prcferver of 

^ Pf.xk !• xciv. 29. ix. t#. 
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our beinjg;^ he will permit nothing to befal us 
bitt what is* upon the whole beneficial to us, 
and that ** he will make all things work to- 
*♦ getberfor.good to them that love him*/' He 
eacprefsjy tells us, th-4t ** whom he loveth, he 
chailneth, and fcourgeth zy^Vj fon whom 
he receiveth'f/' Afflidtions, therefore, for 
from being any marks of God's diipleafure, 
are proofs of his kindnefs to us. They arc 
fatherly corrections, they are friendly admo** 
nitions, they are falutary, though unpalatable 
medicines. They are, in fhort, inftruments 
in the hands of our Maker, to improve our 
minds, to reftify our failings, to detach us 
from the prefent fcene, to fix our afiedtions on 
things above, and thus form in us that humble 
and devout temper, of mind, and i^nblemifhed 
iandtity of life, which are neceflary to qualify 
us for the great purpofe of our creation, the 
attainment of everlalling happinefs in another 
and a better world. 

. Thefe confiderations are a folid ground for 
that firm trust in the wifdom and the good- 
nefs of God, which wiU be fufficient to fup^^ 
port us, even when his hand lies heavie^ upoi\ 

* Rom. Tiii. 28. f Htb^ xiit 6. 
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ITS. And wfe knd^. In fea, ihsi it itor fljp^ 
ported tiie greateft and the b*ft ©f ftien bftdfet 
thfe fcvtreft j[)rcflure of affliftion. 

But gredt as this confolatiott is, dur dWintf 
Religion haS greater ftill in ftore for us. Wc 
a!re cntourigfed to hoffc not c*fy for cohifort 
and affiftanc* under affli&ion^ b\it fometiftfti 
alfo for rclfefi &nd even delitclraiice Mt o£ in 
We are comhianded ** to be careful fdr nd- 
thing; blit in every thing by prayer arid 
fupplicatibh to make our requefts known 
*' unto God, We are aflured^ that ^e tf- 
^ feftual fervent pfayef of A righteous Ulan 

• * 

** availeth ihiich ; that the eyes of die Lord 
aire bVer the righteouis, and hife ears are cqpen 
to their prayei- ; that godlitfefs is profitable 
unto all thihgs, kavihg thfe proWife of the 
*' life that . now is, and <£ that which is to 
^ comb I arid that if \vfe feek firft the kingdom 
of God, irid his righteouftiefsi all othfer 
things fhall be added to us *.*' 
teut how, fayis the difpUter of diis world, 
can thefc things be ? How is it ^offifete that 
God fhouH thus ihterpdfe in t^^ihalf df Indt- 
tidualSi or even of tiatteiis, witlboUt either ift^* 

• Phil. iv. 6. James v. i$. i Pet. ifi, 12. i Tim. iv. 8. 

Matth. vi. 33. 
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ttmlptbg the CDwfe of nature^ or over-ruling 
tbe free agen<^ of his rattoiial creatures ? Ad^ 
ttitimg^ for a momexit^ this fuppofeddiffi^ 
eol^; who fball prcfume to fay^ that the 
gfeot Govwnpr of the Unir«rfe may not, if he 
lees fit^ jfu^end, or alter, for an inftant, thofe 
general laws, which he has htmfelf eflabli(h« 
04 ? Who will venture to affirm, Aat on great, 
and m^Hxientous ocqaiions, which involve the 
fete, not only of the greateft perfons, but of the 
greateft empires upon earth, he may not, even 
by extraordinary means, bring about fuch 
events, as he lees requifite for the general 
good? 

Buttheiefuppofitionsareunneceiiary, There 
are, undoubtedly, a thouiand ways in which 
the Supreme liord of all may^ widiout the 
kaft violation of the ordinary courfe of nature, 
give a new turn to human agairs, and produce, 
unexpededly, the moft difaftrous or moft be- 
neficial eifedts^ He can render the moft re- 
gular operations of the material world, and the 
freeft anions of his creatures, fubfervient to 
his will ; and hy the inftrumentality of fecond 
oiufes, can accon^plifli every jnirpofe of his 
yfilc and i^TiteOus governments He can, for 

Y 2 i;)ft^nce, 
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inflance^ at particular peddds^ raife up persons 
with difpofitions and talents peculiarly adapted 
to the execution of his deiigiis. . He cari pkcQ 
them in pirciunAanpes and fituations> and pre* 
jfeot tp their miods obje^ and inciten%nt$ 
calculated to ^prompte the gracious ends he ha^ 
in view. He can fo difpofe, adjuft, and com-* 
bine the common occurrences of life, as ta^ 
draw from them whatever confcquenccs he 
thipks £lj and .(as almoft evecy day/s expe- 
riencQ may convince us) he can, by incidents 
the mbft trivial, and apparently the moft for- 
tuitous, give, .birth to the moft important 
changes and revolutions on the great theatre 
of the world. 

That by thefe and various .other means 
(utterly beyond the reach of our conceptions) 
he both may^ and will, whenever he fees it 
expedient, i'nterpofe in the concerns of men ; 
and that be will more particularly fojji^Stiines 
rejfcue his faithful fervants. from impending 
piifery apd ruin, is fo hr from being incredible, 
or even ipiprobable, that it would be injurious 
to thq honour and dignity of his government, 
it would be repugnant to, all our ideas of his 
ippral attributes, and even to tlxe clcarcft .prin* 

ciple5. 



* 

.tiplbs df reafon arid found philofophy, to fup- 
pofe the contrary* * , 

It would be prepdfterous to maintain^ that 
he faa^ fo entirely given up the reins of go^ 
venlnaent dut of his hands, fo irrevocably 
boiiiid himfclf By fixt and immutable laws 
and ordinances^ that he can ncver^ in any cir- 
ciimftancesi or on any emergency^ {how him-^ 
felf plainly to be the Sovereign Ruler of the 

r 

World. That he fhould thiis manifeft him-i 
felf at prbper intervals to the fons of men, not 
only to prdt^a the good^ but to awakeii the 
though tlcfs from that forgetfulneft of him^ 
into which they are but too apt to falU fcems 
iiighly requifite, and worthy of him who is the 
great Lord of the Univerfe. All ages; and 
all nations^ have concurred in believing fuch 
interpofitioni df the Almighty, and have ap- 
plied to him ori that belief j and Revelation 
places the dofltrinc beyond all controverfy; 

Andi (hanks be to God, thefe conclufions 
of rcafon> and thefe prbmifeis of Seripturci 
haVe been happily confirmed to us by our own 
repeated experience; There is not a nation 
upon earthi that has been favoured with a 
greater, number of providential deliverances 

Y 3 than 
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than our own; and there ar^ none of dkii 
that are imprciTed with plainer and more une*" 
quivqcal marks of a divine interpofitiont dian 
that, which is now the fubjeft of ourthattkf* 
givings to Hea ven4 IncareduUty it£blf ims been 
compelled to own» diat the hand of God has 
been vifible on the prricnt qccafion } nor is 
the joy of the nation more univerfid^ than its 
belief of that great and important truth* But 
above all, the heart of our sovereign is 
deeply imprelTed with this convidion, Aat 
IN GroD was HIS HELP; and that, to his pt« 
culiar ,blefling on the meanft ufcd for his tc* 
covcry, that recovery is to bei afcribed. 
Throughout the whok of hi§ fevcrc trial, his 
TRU^T IN God never forfbok him: and be- 
fore that God he now appears in this holy and 
venerable ftrudturc, furrounded mth his faith-* 
fill and a&dionate fubjoSks, H>cSat up, in th« 
moil public manner, and with a feriouihets and 
a folemnity fuited to the ctfrcaiion, hi$ pcaifes 
And thankfgivings for thofe iignal m^x:ies, 
which liave been fo recently vouchfefed to 
him, and through him to this whole kingdom. 
A fp^lacle more ftriking, more avvefbl^ more 
dignified, morie iaterefling, mope edifying, has 
I icarce 



^barce ever b^en jwrcfentpd to th^ obfcrvation 
of oi^kipd* I twow not whether we are to e^?^ 
pe^ ey?n t^t celebrated one recorded ia th<[ 
fix A book of KingSi where a great and a pioiis 
tnQm^-i^^iQ the prefcnce of hl$^yhole kingdom^ 
proftfaf ed binajfelf before that magi^iificept edi- 
fice, which h? had juii efe<S]te4 to the honout 
ftf his lyjakerj^ and then fpr?^ding forth hi^ 
|)and$ towards Heaven, poured out the devou^ 
tmfitims of his knl,] in that inlir^itaH? pfayef 
ddiveted down to up in the facrcd writings *. 
This, It muA be confefled, was a fcene moil 

* * * * J. * 

(n^unently calc\4%ted to raife the foul fowards 
Heaven j to fill it with the fuWimeft concep* 
tioDS of th^ Peity, and to impreis it with tl^ 
Uvelieft feivtira^nt? pf yeperat^o, p^ety, devof 
tiODi and grautude. And furely e^c&s of a 
iiniBar nature, and littie ipferior in decree, n^ajt 
be expe^ed fixinn t^e prefent awc^ul iblcm" 
nity. For though the two occafions ^rt, ii; 
muft be owned, in fqtx^ reipedd diSj^H^x 1 
though we are t^t now i;net to dedicite ^ 
TBM?j.p to QfXa; y^ ^ye are met» I triu^;» for 
«i iHtt jQohler 464iS9:tion, for thededlcadioo of a 

^HOLB FEDPJW:, With tjatlt SJ^Vltltpjdlt K 
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their head, to their Almighty Protedor, Acii; 
common Benefador and Deliverer ; for the 
dedication of ourfelves> our fouls and bodies^ 
throughout the whole courfe of our future livcsi 
to his worfhipy his fervice, his laws, and his 
religion. Nothing lefs than this can be an 
adequate return to our heavenly Father, for 
raifing up our beloved fovereign from the bed 
of ficknefs, and preferving to us, in his perfbn, 
every thing that is dear and valuable to us, as 
Men, as Britons, and as Ghriftians* For how 
is it poflible, on fuch an occafioh as the pre- 
fent, not to remember, or not to acknowledge^ 
the many other invaluable bleflings w€ poflcfs, 
as well as that which completes and confirms 
them all, that which we this day commemo- 
rate? Are we not as a people bleft beycmd 
example, and ialmoft beyond belief? Do we 
not enjoy the purcft mode of Worfhip, the b^ 
conftitutedform of government, tJie moft equal 
laws, the moft able and moft Upright admini*** 
ftration of Juftice ? Are we not perfe^ly fc- 
cilre in our perfons, our properties, our* civil 
aYid religious liberties? Are* not our manu^^ 
failures Hour Hhing, our population encreaiiiig> 
©Or public burdens gradually Icffening, , our 

agriculture 
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agricnltare ■ highly improved, our- commerce, 
tomdle& ? Arc . not the marks of peace, of 
€Ottx£orU of chearfulnefs, of affluence, yifible oa 
evciy fide ; and jire not our credit, and repu- 
tation abroad, commendirate to. our proipcr 
thy and happinefs at home ? 

If this be a true pic^jufe of ^lur iituation;, 
how can we/eVer expis^fe, a^ we ought, our 
tbmldfulnefs to the.gfacious Author of all thefc 
mercks ? It is not the ob^vance, it is not the 
dclTotiDn> however ardent, of a fingle day,'that 
can bd a fufficlent evidence of our gratitude* 
The only fure and certain proof of our fince- 
rityi is the reforinatioii of pur hearts^ .apd^hc^ 
future holincfs of our lives* This is a Ian- 
gu^ which cannot be mlAaken^ a language, 
which fpeaks. to the fefifes ,9/ manlf^d^ ^^^^/^ 
fore ,of being Meftfd ^nd accepted ^-^h^ 
Throne of Grace^- In the exjjpjior ,aj£te pf 
wor(hip,; pur hearts m^jft not dw^ys ^^ccw^i^ 
pany our lips. W^e^ ai#y be, lukewarm, inj^-^ 
t^itive, or in|incer^. But he, who - from a 
prkiiciplo of gratitude . to JHleavcn,; renaun^cs 
tfaofet favk>u[rite fii^i which moft* ea£ly ^l^eict 
faim> and devotes himft^ ta the ferviqe of his 
Maker; cjii neve? be fufpe^pd of pretended 
* ;:■ fanftlty 
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£m&ity or hypocritical devotiDn. Heco, ^89 
at this folemn hour, and ia this facred piace^ 
when we are ofiering up our tfaankfgwings t6 
Cody let usy at the fame time^ iacrifice^ at tbo 
foot of his altar> our vices^ our follies^ our pafi* 
iionate fondnefs for diverfions, pttr excefiim 
attachments to any purfu^its that tend to dcaw 
off* our afib^ions from H^wen and heavei:dy 
things : and more e^ecially our frequent^ our 
gf owing pro&nations of that &cred day whidt 
bur Maker ckims as His own j which is the 
great fecurity and bulwark of our Religion j 
the great barrier figainft tht kiroods of ieca* 
krity and diffipation ; which oug^t natter to 
be debafed 1^ unbecoming levities, by worUfy 
occupations, by dangerous amu&ments, by any 
^ing, in ihort, that tends to difecraU ths 
ChriftiaH ^abba^, to oblkeratQ that nr.ark of 
difctimination, which divine authority, and 
primitive uiage, hav6 fbmped upon it, andjto 
fink it into the common mafs of uiihaUojW€c[ 
days. It is a ^ftival, we own, it is ^ xsdA 
joyful feftival; but it is a rcUg^pw cm^ too\ 
and it ihould be obierv<ed| itoc widi inteoape? 
rate gaiety, nor yet with a gloomy ^uid^auilmtt 

fuperflition, but with tl»it ratiMal pietyf that 

decent. 
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^sttiiti mdddft, chafti&d, znd iobef chearftiU 
Qe&> which & well faeeome$ die charaxSlftr cC 
the day $ and which (^ifith fome ta^ftwm) 
hUp i!^ &£iv ofuaHy fUftkigoiihed it in tbfi 
lra^dotn» . It is a diftimfiHon which- does ho«* 
Hour taqs asi a people. It is what few oth^ 
CtuiS^^ha countries can boaft. It is altogether 
^^srorthy 4d the firil Propt^i^t Church in Eu«* 
rope; and no realbmbg, no ridicule^ no &1A 
ambiti^ ta imitate the ^^eer manners oi our 
neighbgitfs on the contiaeaty fhould oifw to* . 
duce us to give it up. 

Saty at the fame time, let not external oh- 
ierdaqo^s con^mte th@ ^bok o£o}j^ Religion % 
kt'Us4ie Chc4ftians, not in nanto and appear-* 
aAce oifAy^ hut m dc^^d and in truth; an4 
aj^ove ally let us culti^te diat heavenly (fiAi 
0f meeknefe^g^denefs, iR>rbearance> candour, 
equity I and chari^, which is the;<Mi^Bi0iing 
£^ra<%erof iSse @ofpel> and which ought to 
fnark ^Ainftly ^very part of our candw3:, 
hoth puhfic and private. Let it inftantly ha- 
mfh from our hearts <^ all bitteme6» and 
<* wrath, and cUmour, and anger, and e*il- 
^^ peaking, with ail malice;'' and let us be-^ 
itome, what we have *eveiy reafon upon earth 

to 
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to become,' i contented^ a thankful, a muted/ 
a virtuous,^ rdigicms people. Let l^s pkcct 
be the gcave of every unchriftian fentiment 
an(} paflidn ; let this day be iiit sn of genoal 
hartnony a^td conwf d. We havd met here del 
joy; 1^ JJ3 dtpart io p«fcpu Let U8^ both a* 
individuals and a$ meffib^^s of the community 
(for the {>r€C0pt applies to us in i^A capacities) 
be ** fcind' aild.t^dqr-hearted one towacda 
** another/* watchful^over ourfelves, rcfpciftfui 
and dutiful to all our UwfuJ jfuperiors/ grateful 
and obedient to God. 

If thefe be pur refolntions re/pe^ing our 
fdtiiCre.iPOndwft, ^,e: may then fafely apply t& 
ourfelyeS t)iat fublime b^nediftion with whi$h 
SqIqi^qIi dtfmiff^d |he people, when the great 
t]i^^ef$^Qf , th? dedication Was clofqd.^ v ". May 
r .JfefeJ^r^ Qur GodJ>e with us, as he was with 
V.O|frfa^?ri J. Icthiri^iflOt leave us or forfake 
V'llft.'r T}M:)^ ixmii^ixkt our hpsuts unw 
^* bi^9 to- walk in all lus ways> and to kccf^ 
l^^:JpommaJ[tdmeJlts, w4 his ilatutes, and 
,his judgmeijts^ which h^ commanded omr 
". fathfers. And l^ti thefe my; words, whejfe-» 
*' with I have, made fupplication before the 
V I^rd, be nigh pnto the Lord our God, day 

^* and 
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f ^ an4 night, that he may maintain the caufe 
f* of his feryant, and the caufe of his peoplej; 
f f at all times, as the matter (hall require. 
f ^ That all the people of the earth may know 
f * that the Lord is God, and that there is 
** none elfe. Let your heart therefore be 
^* perfect with the Lord pur God, to walk i^ 
f * his ftatutes, and to keep his commandments^ 
f* as at this day f /' 
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huKk t. 41, 44. 

JESOk ANisWEkfeD ANO SAlD U^TO H£R» 
MAkXHA, MARTHA, TttOU ARt CAtlE* 
F0L AND TROUBLED ABOUT MAHV 
THINOS, BUT ONE THING IS NEEPPUlj 
AND MARY HATH CHOSfetl TfaAT GOOD 
i^ART WHICH SHALL jiOT ftB TAKEU 
JoLaVAV J'kOM HER. 

WE are now once more arrived at the 
commeiicement of that feafon*, which 
tJie Ghurch of England has fet apart for th© 
ptirpofe of enquiring into the ftate of our 
account with God, bf reviewing our paft and 
J)refent way of thinking and afting with a 
critical and fearching eye ; of looking well if 
^here be any way of wickiednefs in us, of turn- 

ing 
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ing from it if there be, of confefling and la- 
menting our difobedience and ingratitude to 
our heavenly Fadier^ of imploring his pardon, 
of entreating the afliftance of his holy .ibirit, 
and under his guidance forming the moft fe- 
rious refolutions to correal and amend, with- 
out delay, whatever we find amifs in our tem- 
per, principles, and CQncjluc^, '^his is the true 
ipirit and meaning of the religious folemnity 
of |his.d&y^f gnd thf holy feafon which fol-, 
lows it ; this is the fubilance and th? eflonce 
qf what is called in Scripture language, and in 
the epiftle we have juft heard, " turning to 
" the L^rd with weeping, fafting, and mourn- 
** ing/* And what is there u\ ^ this, Ijut 
that fort of folicitude concerning Qur ipiritual 
condition, and our i^iture profpe<9:s, which 
every man of common fenfc, if he thinks thci9. 
worth his ncrtice, muft fee? to be not ot^y 
hi^ly reaibnable, but indifpe|ifab|ly neceffary? 
Is there a man who has any important end 
in view for the advancetpent pf his fame, hisi 
fortune, his rank or ^onfcquenqei in life, who, 
does not frequently . thipk and r^eA upon it^ 
who docs not give up a large (hare pf hi^ 

♦ Afli Wcdncfday. 

time 
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tfriie and attention to it, who does not often 
fliut hittifelf up in his clofet to confider whe- 
ther he is in the right road to it, whether he 
is taking themoft efficacious m^eans toaccom- 
l^tifh his end ? We all know that thisi, and 
much more than this, is, and muft be done, in 
£ath cafes. And yet, in a eafe of infinitely 
greater moment, we conceive all this care and 
attention to be perfectly needlef^. We ex- 
pedt to go to Heaven without fo much asf * 
giving ourfelves the trouble to enquire, at 
proper intervals, whether we poiTefs the qua- 
lifications required of all who are allowed t& 
enter there ; whether the courfe of adlion we 
are purfuing will lead us to the poiiit we pro- 
fefs Xo have in view. The church calls upon 
uh to give up a few hours at ftated times, foi^ 
a few weeks, to ' thofe great objeft^ which 
we all acknowledge to be the moft important 
that can engage tdie attention of a human 
being. But the world calls us another way i 
it calls us a thoufand different ways; and 
which call id it that we obey ? Look around 
and fee what it is that now occupies, and is 
likely to occ^ipy, for the next fix weeks, the 
greater part of the inhabitants of this gay zni 
Vol. II. ;Z diflipated 
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diflipatcd tnctropdlis. Is ijt cetirc^i^i^^;, ^ it 
prayer, i8 it felf-cxaminatipnt is it ifi^^^tl^Qg?, 
is it proftration and buinirtatioh of ;t%e»r^Qu}^t 
before God ? It is almoft prepoftefGus-tQ -arfk 
die queilion. Some, it is true, ther^ ^ie, ^0)4^ 
I trull, not a few, that have n9t yct^bow€^^^ 
knee to Baal ; who have not yet &U$n dowft 
before thofe idols of fin, of j:!^fure,.<^ii)t^9l^ 
of iambition, which the world ha^ fet u|^ to 
^orftiipi who love God v^ith all their hearf, 
and foul, and mind, and ftrcngth 5 who dedi- 
cate not only this day and thi;s feafon, but a 
large propQrtlon of every day to his ferviee, 
and pay an uniform and conftant obedience to 
his comni^ds. But gre^t numbers, it cannot 
be denied, (would to God it could) purfue a 
very diflferent courfe, and think it meannei^ to 
adore the God that made rfiem. Far from 
rending either their hearts or their garments 
on fuch occaiions zi the preient, they tmat, 
with fovereign contempt, every ordinance of 
the church to which they belong; and this, 
above all others, they^e<ft not only tadefpife^ 
but to detcft. They cannot b»r, it fectm, 
they (hudder at the very thought, they camiot 
bear to draw down imprecationst fu£h as the 
I fervia 
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lervice o£ tl^is day cont^i^ins, pnthemfclvcs ancj 
their neighbom's, and to pronounce their own 
condemnation with their own m9Uths. Ab- 
iUrd and thoughtlefs men! Do they, then^ 
lii>a^ne^ that if thefc imprecations are no^ 
fahdioned by their, own lips^ tl^ey will be of 
ho aviil ? From whom do they originally prd-* 
teed? From God himfelf. They are thtf 
terrors, not ttf man, but of the Lord. And dp 
Ihe thrieatnings of Gqd want the coniirm;ation 
tof man, before they can take effeft ? Will not 
the unmerciful^ the drunkard, the extortioner* 
the fornicator, the adultereri the murderer^ 
the curfer of his father and his mother, will 
Hot thefe> and all the reft of the black cata-^ 
logue of finners enun^erated this da^, receive 
their due punifhment hereafter, if you are only 
JTo tender*-hearted, and fo indulgent, as not to 
pronounce their fentence here ? Alas 1 that 
fentence is already pronounced by their Al- 
mighty Judge* It is recorded in the books of 
Heaven ; and though every tongue on earth 
»rere filent, nay^ though every tongije fhould 
join in gloifing over, andcvjen juftifying allw 
nay pf thefe crin^s, that fenteoce.will aflilred-f 
ly be pronounceji f>n all ixnpcnitent pffenders. 

Z 2 DeceiVjB 
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Deceive not, then, yourfelves with any fuch 
vain imagination, as if any thing you could fay, 
or forbear to fay, would alter one iota in the 
judicial decrees of the Almighty Sovereign of 
the univerfe. There is, indeed, one thing 
that can change them. But that depends 
not on you, but on the finner himfelf. It de- 
pends not on what he fays, but on what he 
does. *^ When the wicked man turneth away 
** from his wickednefs that he hath commit- 
** ted, and doeth that which is lawful and 
•^ right, he fhall fave his foul alive *.'* This 
is the only way of averting thoie dreadful 
malediftions you have this day heard de- 
nounced j and it is to bring men to this way, 
to ftamp upon their fouls a ftrong convidlion 
of the danger of fin, and the neceffity of a 
fpeedy repentance,tl^at our church has thought 
fit to make ufe of fuch ftfong and impreflive 
terms. It xJoes not, it muft be owned, pro- 
phecy fmooth things. It does not, in a mor- 
tal difeafe, deceive and flatter the patient with 
foft and fbothing palliatives. It tells hini 
what, in his condition, it is highly fitting be 
ihould know, tlie plain truth in plain wordr- 

• j;zek. xviii. zj. ' : . 
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It feledts, out of Scripture itfdf, the moft 
awakening admonitions which that facred 
bcfok contains., ,It ma,kes ufe of that infpired 
language vs^hich is quick and powerful, and 
/harper than a two-edged fword, which probes 
ouf \younds to th? bottom, and reaches the 

;ppjft fecret maladies of the heart. Jn fadl, 

• • - < 

almoft the whole of the fervice of this day, 
which has been, fo often, and fo unjuftly cen- 
fured, is ^xprefled in the very words of Scrip- 
ture; and whpeyer: thiaks fit cither to condemn 
or to ridicule it, is not condemning the Englifti 
liturgy, but the wor/d of God. 

^ But I am, perhaps, taking up too much of 
your time Jn; cofnbating this pretended ob- 
je^tiqn to the forms* of the day. The real 
pbjedion, I apprehend, does not lie here. 1% 
lies much deeper^ . When fo much pains are 
taken, to find fault with words and phrafes 
taken from holy writ, it creates a ftrong fuf- 
picion,. that all is not .as it (hould be in ano- 
ther place. Let us confefs the truth. The 
fault is not in our Common Prayer-books, but 
in our hearts. " My brethren, if our hearts 
^ condemn us not, then have we confidence 

Z 7 ** towards 
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»^ towards Gqd *r then ffedl 1*« hive ton^ 
£dence to fopk his terrors fteadily in the ^ce^ 
tad to joiri, without fear, in the ftrbngelft dc-» 
nunciations againft fin that the church cai^ 
prefcribe to us. But if our hearts condemA 
xxs, if Acy i^proach us with hahitua% in- 
dulging irregular defires of wealthy of pjeafure^^ 
or of power, with neglefting cm* infiilting ouf. 
Maker, and trampling und6r foot his nloft 
3&cred fews, no wonder that our lips tremble^ 
arid our fouls fink trithiri usv while we repeat 
his awful judgments againft fuch ofibnces. 
The true way, theh, to remove all obftacles 
to a proper intercourfe between God and u$ 
at this time, and at al) times^ is to pluck up 
fr6m our hearts thofe evil habits, dnd criminal 
paflions, that bar up our accefs to the throw* 
bf grace. iThe chief impediments to this in-*- 
tei-cOurfe afe vice, pfeafure, and buflntfs. Thit 
two firft of thefe I have confidered in fomfe 
former difcourfeS frbm this place -f* Th* 
laf! will be the fiibjea 6( what I have How to 
offer fo your confideration. 

* 1 John ill. 21. 
f See the Sermon on th^ Love of ^teaforeu the fifft volaffle^ 
and Serfiiboi xiii. in thb* 

With 
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7iih Ahs view I have cho&n the hiftary df 
two fillers M^tthsi and Aifory^ 4 hiftory 
with which you ai?e allibperfedly wcliacqaaint4 
fd, ih^k is needlefs to i^ecite the particulars of 
k. Martha, we know, was Co overwhelm^ 
with ^fiiHy cares and embarra^Bcnts, fo im^ 
piodismteiy anxioQS tb provide an entertakiment 
worthy of her illuftrious gueft, fo cumbered, as 
odr verflon yeiy eoergetksalty expreijfes it, 
^itb mucbfervingy thiat, like maiiy oidiers ca^ 
gs^ed ioi the bi^le of adtive Mf<;, ihe coi^ 
ceived the bufinefa ihe wias.ei^pfipkiyed in to bd 
^e moil: important of all human Gonciu^ras. 
She fimcied that evety thing eXfe.oc^ht io giv^ 
way to it, and that her lifter Marp was moft 
miferably wafting her time fay £tting at the 
feet of Jefus, and lillening tQ his heavenly coa-^ 
verfation. How aftoniihed, theni, andmpr^ 
tified muft (he be, when, on c^lUng aai for 
her £fter to help faw, Qa^ recdfcbd from our 
l^ord that weQr^known reproof^ flfbigbd^^ how^ 
ever^ with the moil afledion^ and ialutafif 
advice to her, aiid to all th&& that happen to 
entertain fimilar fentiments^ ami to be i|) fimi^ 
laf i:frcttniftanoes, with her^lf. '* Marth^, 
V Mtrtl^^ thou art careful acattrctob^dabcat 

2 4 ^ many 
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many things, but one thing is needful^ and 
/ Mary^h^th chofen diat good part, whkh 

fhall not be taken away from her." 

. The one thing needful, then, we fee, is an 
carneil defire of fpiritual inftrudtion and fpi-? 
ritual improvement, or, in other words, a fe- 
rious and conftant regard to our everlafting^ 
wel&re. 

But how few are there, in comparifon, who 
uniformly adb on thefc priijciples ; and what 
multitudes, on. the. contrary, are there,, whq 
are jGo completely, entangled in the various oc- 
cupations of a biiiy and a tumultuous life, 
that they are, like Martha, much more dif? 
pofed to. cry out for help in their worldly em- 
ployments, than to take awa)r any part of their 
attention from them to heftow. on the concerns 
of ancrthcr Jife. . / 

That the purfuits thefe people are engaged 
in may be, both important and neceflary, I 
^lean ,not 1^ controvert or deny; but. the 
t^efliion^ then, is, which is mo/i important and 
mo^ nec^ary^ the bufinefe .of this life, or the 
Irufinefs : of .ihe ni^xt. If our temppral. and 
fpiritual interisfts happen ^o interfere, we arc 
pot, , I thJolf, any wh«e. commanded to^vc 
T X ., : the 
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the |:>reftf ence to our worldly conwi^As, ft 
iri^ be iaid, perhaps, Aat it woitld be veiy 
ridiculous to fit ftiH; and leave our temporal 
afluirs to Provi<lence, expecting that God. 
(hbuld feed and clothe iis, as he feeds the' 
fowls of the air, and dothes the lilies of the 
iield. But it'woiild, I am fure, be more ridi- 
culous, and ?;juc6 more dangerous, to leave our 
fpiritual welfare to God, that we might, in the 
iiiean while, carry on cur wordly bufineft 
* widiout interruption. We have abundantly' 
more reafon to hope, that life may be fup- 
ported without inceffant toil and drudgery^ 
than that we fhould arrive at Heaven without 
fetting one foot forwards ourfelves in the way 
that leads to it. We are told by Chrift him- 
klf, that if we feck firft the kingdpm of God, 
and his righteoufnefs, all thofe things (that are 
really neceflary) fhall be added unto us . * But 
we are no where told, that if we feek firft the 
things of this world, the kingdom of God, and 
all its immortal glories, fhall be thrown into 
our hands, without any efforts on our part id 
obtain' them. Eternal life, and endlefs. felicity, 
are not things of fuchvery fmall confequencev 

• Matth. vi. 33. 

- Z 5 as 
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fts to be given us gratultoufly over and aboVft 
what we can acquire in this worlds by beftow<« 
ing our whole attention upon it. 

Let it be remembered, too, when we are 
comparmg this life and the next, that in pur« 
fuit of our prefent interefts, be our induftry 
ever Co great, we may chance to fail of fuc-* 
cefs. The moft indefatigable worldling that 
ever lived, may, after all his drudgery, be dif- 
appointed of his aim ; may, by a thoufand ac- 
cidents not in his power to forefee, or prevent^ 
be deprived of the fruits of his labours, or 
rendered incapable of enjoying them. And 
when he has loft this world, he has loft every 
thing. He has no fhare or inheritance in 
the next* He has taken no pains concerning 
it, and can therefore expedt nothing from it. 
He can draw from it no fupport or confola- 
tion under the lofs he has fuftained. Whereas 
the truly devout and religious man has no rea- 
fon to be in any pain about his temporal af- 
fairs. If they fucceed, it is very well ; it is fo 
much clear gains : he has only given them a 
fecond place in his thoughts ; he has loft no* 
thing for the fake of them j his condition, in 
this life, is fo much the better i his profpcdts 

hereafter 
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Ecj^eofternotatall theworfe. If his views h«» 
are fhiArated^ he has fbmething to cam&»t 
}am ; he has fecured a happinefs^ in rcvpr&on^ 
which cannot be taken away from him ; he if 
not afraid of any evil tidings, for his heart 
Ibndeth iai^ and believedi in the Lord* Nay^ 
even iuppofing the very worft that can hap* 
pen ; fuppofing be fhould, by his attentioen ti> 
Religion^ be reduced to the moft de{dorab!e 
condition tktt can befal mortali^;, &> as tiiat 
the body ihould periih, whilft h^ is C0iiraltii)g 
the health of his foul ; the only coi^ei^uence 
of this laft and moft grievous calamity would 
be, to put hitn in kimiediate pofle&oj) of that 
treafure, which he had been fo induftrioufly 
laying up in Heaven. But if die mm <^ bu» 
fmc£s, on the contrary, whilft he is heaj^njd^ 
together the good things of this world^ ihould 
receive his ^nal fummons to another, it then 
behoves him to confider not only *^ whofe 
** thofe things fhall be which he has provid* 
<* ed/' but what the lot of his foul ihall be 
iTor . which nothing is provided* It is 9 ie« 
tious, it is an alarming confideration, to be 
fummoned unexpectedly to anfwer for hif 
condud, without having once examined it ; to 

enter 
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ifvith oUr ufual occupations^ W6 may do i 
kind adtion juft as eafily and expedi^oiifly as 
we can do a cruel one j nay, generally, with 
infinitely kis pain and trouble to ourfelves } 
and, by a charitable donation judicioufly be- 
ilowed, we may make a fellow-creature happy 
in an inftant, without the leafl interruption td 
'bufinels. By fcleding the bcft and warthieft 
men for the management of our concerns, wc 
nay give countenance to virtue, and fix a 
btand upon vice. By renouncing all the ie« 
ffitt craft of the world, and all the finifteri 
ihowgh not unufual, methods of accttmlilating 
wealth, we may give the ftrongeft proofs of 
our integrity* By contenting ourfelves with 
the reafonable emoluments of our profeffionsi 
and our employments, we may make oiir mo- 
deration known unto all men* By refUiing t4 
take advantage of public fcarcity and diftrefs; 
and difdaining to faiie ourfelves on the ruih 
cf dur fellow-creatures^ we may difplay to tlwr 
whde world a generous and difinterel^d love 
of our ciHintty* Wc may, in fliort^ by a 
thouiandinftanccs of this kind, ^* make to <Jur- 
*^ fclves friends of the Mammon of iwurighte- 
^^ pt*fiiefV* and whether we cat, or ^fwkj ge, 

workj 



W)wk, <sr whactever we 49> niay do it all in iUch 
simviiw as toiiromote the gbiy of God. 
9Pd ^t )f^«9ttion of our own ibuls« 

TlwJH* ^ <Qrthe pofitiye duticfi of Reli^on# 

^^ rtbe c|$!?e8 of.p^ty and devotion^ we can 

:^rcf ^^^ij^ptffc 006 day in fcven^atleaft, for 

the peifcroiance of them. 3y this we lofe ao 

ground inth&ri^cefof riohesand honours^ be«- 

cayfe naoft of our competitors \o& equally $ 

and they who (ppnd it in idleneis and de-» 

hauchery lofe more. Wc^ can all 6f us ihatch 

a little tame at moraipg. and at evenings ^ad 

at nooihrday, for converging with our M^r 

and ourielVM* We can all of us. in the very 

midft of our hurry, fend up a flbprt pmy^r. 

or a fiient ejaculation to the throne of graire | 

whiUI pur hands are employed, our hearts imy 

be with God ; whilft pur conveirfation is m 

^arth#. our thoughts and affedUpns may bi6 In 

Heaven. No man, in fbort^ can poffibly, j«c- 

cept by his own fiiult, be fp circwnftan^ed a| 

to want the time that is indifpenfably nC'^ 

i:e0ary for working out his falvatioo; lit 

cafes of Aeceili^, we muft do what wie can^ 

when we cannot dp all w« wifli* Wt 9tM 

£)metime&;d>liged to |;iire op to bufiocft part 

of 
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of the time allotted for the refreflimcnt of our 
'bodies ; but flill we take care to give them 
what is abfolutely neceflkry for their fupport. 
In the fame manndr, though we cannot al- 
ways indulge ourfelves in lohg and regular 
cxercifes of piety and devotion, yet fhould we 
never fail to feed and keep alive, at leaft, our 
fenfe of Religion by occafional fupplies of 
fpiritual nourifhment. Such tranfient refrefh- 
ments are often the fweeteft, becaufe we come 
to them with an appetite^ and more wiU be 
fbnietimes done in them by nien of quickneft 
and difpatch, than in whole years knguiib- 
cd dut by the monaftic drone in folitude and 
indolence- 

But inftead of making ufe of every oppor- 
tunity that offers ; inftead of conforming M 
thole occafional feafons of retirement which 
the church has thrown in their way, men of 
bufiricfs are apt to deceive themfelves with 
refolutions 6f retreating fome time or other 
ff om the woHd, m order to give themfelves tip 
to God and Religion •^without irtterruption- 
Underthis perfuafion they poftpone the fettle- 
ment of their accounts with Heaven,' till the 
wk^ied^lbi: time arrives, wKen they ihall have 

nothing 
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nothing clfe to engage their thoughts ^ Tkis 
isL an error fo very common^ even to men ot 
the beft fenfe and the beft intentions, that it 
Well deferves a moment's confideration, be- 
fore v^e difmifs this fubjed:. 

And yet, it is very furprifingj that io niariy 
ihouid fall into this fnare, wh^n every one 
taay fee> from, daily experience^ that thefe re- 
folutions are fcarce ever effedlually carried into 
execution* And, indeed, hoW can it be ex- 
pecked ? It is the very nature of worldly 
purfuits to draw us on infenfibly from one 
thing to another, contrary to our corividtioni 
and even fometim?s contrary to oiir incllna^ 
tioiii » 

The ambitious man reaches what life tliink^ 
the iiimmit of his wiihes ; but this fummit^ 
when gained, he finds will ferve a§ a ftfep to 
foftie higher point, which makes his prefcnt 
iituation feeili little in his eyes* As he rifei 
higher, he fees cleareif and further; hd con- 
demns his firil contracted views, arid enlarge! 
his defires a^ his profpeds open* It is the 
fan^e in the accumulation of wealth, as in thfe 
acquifition of power. There is always a cer- 
tain fum we wiih to compafs, a certain defigh 

Votill. A a W« 
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wc wifh to accomplidi. Tfiat dcfign is aci- 
compliihed, but cur wifhes are not eonlpletecL 
By thus having our eyes cbhUantly fixed ovt 
fomc diftant objed:, they arc perpetually takefi 
off from ourfelves, and we never want a reafbit 
for negledting our duty, till it btcbnles too> 
late to think of it. 

Let me hoi, however, be imdcrffaibd- as* 
meaning by thii to difcouiage in men of the 
world a reat defire of breaking away fiom the 
incumbrance of bufinefs,- and dedicating tliem- 
felves inearneft to the fervice of God and the 
duties of Religion. I nicari only to catttioii 
them againft delufive^^ and abortive projedg 
©f this nature ; againff trifling all their hdpel 
of future acceptance to (2*ftant and vifionanr 
plans of retirement, and,, in ^e mean time, 
living without God in the worlds Ttis^is » 
rifque to which no wife niaji ought to expofc- 
hi& moft important intefefts. Sut- if ybu^ 
fincerely wifh to difengage ybur&lf; it a cori- 
yenient opportunity, from tfiercafes aria toife 
of a laborious occupation, thifik a little of ua 
ihortnefs and uncertainty of life,., and the dan 
^er of long procraftinatibn.^ Let tfie jperiod 
of your retreat ]be fixed in due tuner and refb^ 

. lutcly 



htdy obferved ; ^d, l^t it iK)t. be.'delfyed fror^ 
^ to .day till yottr, health, and fpirltSi and 
y^QUr.of mind and body^ are gone; j^nd all 
tafte and reliftlfor ferious reflexions, and 
lieavenJy medi^tioas, are utterly extinguifh'* 
€d ia your br^eft. To preveivt t^is, yon 
muft; give up the world, before the .worl4 
gives dp you -, you muft be decifive an4 kn^ 
moveable in the plan you have formed, and 
the time you have marked out for its execu^ 
tion ; and, in the mean while, in the very 
midft of your faufli^fs, you muft pr?fervc ibme 
intercourfe with your Maker, " fome com- 
** munioa with, your own heart/* You mu^ 
feixe with eagemefs, and en^ploy with alacrity^ 
the few monienlst you have to fpare from bur 
£ne&, in cultivating, devout fentiments and 
virtuous habits, and fowing filently ajtid im^ 
perceptibly, in your foul, the feeds of eternal 
JSfe* You will Jiien be prepared for fhe true 
eii|oynieat of ft religious retreat; you W|ll 
ieel lidthing of tliat vacancy and langvi^, ihat 
-di(&{ipoiatmeiit and regret,, vvhich retirement 
c&b^^ipokly prodbqes int minds Idsig fkba^ by 
Ibwitaies and^irdid j)ucfutts« tmd which haVCK 
bro^j|faC ^ thi]9ig itfbtf iiito iSyTgrape anX 

A. a a contempt* 



356 SERMON XVL 

contempt. You will, on the contrary, find 
full employment in cultivating and bringing 
to maturity the good feed that has already 
begun to fpring up in your heart, and will be 
continually acquiring greater ftrength of mindi 
greater firmnefs of principle, greater uniform 
mrty of practice. Having already made your- 
felf acquainted with God, you will feel your- 
fdf no ftranger in his prefence, but will, with 
humble eonfidence, commit yourfelf, and all 
your concerns, to his gracious guidance and 
proteftion* :You Wiit have leifure tp improve 
your intercourfe with him by frequent prayec, 
and to contemplate his power, hiswifdbm, his 
jgoddhef^> in^ his aftaniflnng' works of creation 
and^aieimption, in his ^dvideatial care of the 
univerfe ; irl his daily mercies to yourfelf in 
•particular. ■ 

By meditations fuch as diefe^ you will find 

an ardent lave of God kindling in your foulv 

Your mind will gradually detach itfelf from 

the prefeflt ' icene, and raifit itfe][f to Heaven 

-and heavenly things. Your. paiiions will be*!- 

* come every day more tranquil and cooo^fed i 

your aiFeAioniB .more fpiritual and refined; 

your thoughts^ imbre elevated; your ^toppc&s 

more 
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more noble and exhilarating : and the peace, 
the comfort, the delight, you will experience 
in a retirement fuch as this, can only be ex- 
ceeded by diofe pure, celeftial joys hereafter, 
to which they will be a prelude and an intro- 
duction. 
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PRaVERBS Hi. SLf. 

MaTHHOLB NOT GOOD ^ROM TWBM TO 
WHOM IT IS DUE, WHEN IT tS IN THE 
POWEJi OP THINE HAND TO DO IT. 




H E N we refled: on that genial tur|i 
to adts of charity and humanity which 
35 fo obfervablc in this country^ it may per- 
^haps appear perfexStlj needlefs to recommend 
^o pur bearers the inj«ndUon contained in the 
text. If they are ib well difpofed, as it fhould 
^eem they are, to do good^ to vsfhat purpose 
are they e^horte4 not t^withhold it from them 
to whom it is due ? And, indeed, if there wajft 
no other ww^of jioiixg good but that of re- 
;!Jieying -tbe> indigent, there would pot ofteiij 
it muft be ownedj . be much qccafipn to urge 
the pra(5tice of this duty. But we muft not 

A a 4 flatter 
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flatter ourfelves^ that when we have diftributc4 
to the necefEtous all the wealth we can fparci 
we have done every thing that the love of our- 
neightpur require^ at o^r hjinjds.^ At the beft^ 
we have only performed one part, and that a 
fmall part, of the great, the royal law*, (af 
it is called) of Christian charity, which 
involves a great variety of moft important and 
.lifeful aii^s.of kindnefe to our feUowTcreaturc^. 
Several of thefe, though extremely eafy and pb- 
vious, ape fpr that ycry reafon, perhaps, apt tq 
be overlooked. Some of them, therefore, I 
fhall beg leave, at prefent, to fuggeft to your 
thoughts, froni whence the two followipg 
good confequences, among others, may arife. 
The great and the wealthy will fee, thac to be 
truly benevolent, fomething more is neceffary 
than liberality to the poor. And they who 
are in a humbler ftation of life, and who on 
thai account are apt to lament their inability 
to do good;^ will find that there are many roads 
'to beneficence ftiU open to them ; and that 
Jfcarce any one, however low or indigent, can 
"want opportunities of doing good,' if he yn& 
but honeftly make ufe of them* * * 



* James ii. 8, 



I. Firft, 
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' ^. "F'ifft, then, there is a negative kind 6t 
lienevblence, which it is moft certainly in tviiy 
mzrTs powe^f to exercife if he'pledfes- and that 

is,' ABStikENCE FROM MISCHIEF, As^thc, 

firft ftep towards wifdorti i$ to avoid error, am'd 
towards happinefs to feel ho pain, fo the firft 
advance towards benevolence is to do no 
harm. It may feem, perhaps, a great impro- 
priety of expreflion to dignify this with the 
ndme of benevolence. But if benevolence 

r ' , 

confifts, as it certainly does, in contributing to 
the comfort and happinefs of our felldw-crea- 
tures, there is not any one aft of humanity that 
will bperate fo effectually and extenfively to 
this end, a:s refraining from every thing that 
tiari' bfferid, diflrefs^ or injure -others. By far 
the gi'eateft part of the mifery we fee in the 
wbrid^ arifes not fo much from omitting ad:s of 
icindiicis, as froth committing aSs of unkind- 
nefs tod cruelty J and were all thefe to ceafc 
at once; the efFedt on the general happinefs of 
"liiankind Would be fbmcwhat ^fimilar to that 
TOcxpreflrbW comfort we experience in our- 
•fclvtis^nt-'tlie removal of fome violent pain. 
• ^iiiiik only what infinite mifchief arifes from 
,t)ecvifl»iefs, ill-nature, and pride j from de- 
\"' tra<aion> 
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fiaud and oppreflioni fFom envy, hatr^ 
anger, luft, amhitipn^ revenge aijd the whole 
infernal faniily of malevolent paflicws. An- 
lubilate aU the evils fhat arife from thefe 
£)iirces, and this world would be a paradife. 
^▼ery other kind of charity would be alwoi^ 
qnneceflary. For it is the chief buiinefs of 
jhungjan .cpmpaffioq, to hcri thofc wounds 
.which humgn aialignity is co^iUntly i^* 
iJifting. How much, then, is it to be fe- 
loented, that this naoft jucnpcatant J)canch of 
icharity,is.Aot njore attteuded tQ» -thaArit fts^as 
,to , hs !. . There is .jjo one .pha«te ii» the 
.werld, which wen are in gpncral fo ,^xpi\»r 
jtipusof having afcribed to then^ as that .of 
.gpodrn^ture and benosfokncc. . /With ,ibmc 
(erpQcially thofe that i;eje<3: Chri^tiani^^ l^t 
jDxqfefs -themfelves friend? to virtue) th^isjs 
, deeiwe4 not , merely the ^rft. q£ hvxpaa 4^^^^ 
but the oiriy one ^yorth th^ir noticf ; the.c^ 
4hing needful, the . fum aijui jfub^t^q^C; jof 4II 
^moral^ty and religion. .One fl?oi^ ft^j^uis^ 
^fbppofey therefore,^ fhiat this virtUf,MJ<l^ 
.tlwa fii^eurite »sjdMffi]^^hlc yirtuc,;^pftl4 ^ 
^perf^ftly .weU, pijLdprftQod and jpr^^^^j^^.^ 

evciy 
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<*very the minut^ft branch of it moft affida- 
©ttfly-icttltivated and improved, Bathow^fer 
Jhis is from being the cgfe, is bijt tpo-agpaT 
rent. The common pretence to it is f?ldoff> 
^ny thing mors thaa a little conftiti^fion^ 
tafinefaof icnipei:, a fociability of (WpofiMQn» 
jind a thottghtlefe, Jadifcriminate,fpOThapsjW^a 
pernicioos ' liberality. On thcfe -^w^a^Sr^d^ 
graat numbers, fenrytdiemfelvcis ^e luil^it^ 
theigcBtleft, the moft 'benevolent of Iwjojwn 
beings. And yet, a* the faoie time, thcife 
joaenof benevolence will not fcruple, perhaps, 
where their own thtereft is concerned, to P^p- 
preis and harafs their inferiors without ih6 
Jeaft feelings of compaflion or reraorfe» to in- 
vade their cleareft rights^ difregard their iOioA 
.equitable claims, diftrefs them with ejEpenfive 
;4und tedious litigations, and crulh them wsth 
the weight of their wealth and power. If 
.^nvy or ambition, if prejudice or party* u 
foleen or refentment^ inflame their mindly 
tibey will fay fometimes the bittereft and Ac 
crvfelleft things of thofe whom they happen to 
,cliflike, will calumniate Ae faireft and moft un- 
})lemiflied charifters, will mifreprcfent thebeft 

i^tentigned aiaiwis and dcfigns, and give way 

•^ to 
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to fuch a vehemence of temper and condud^ 
ias is utterly inconfiftent with all true bene- 
volence. If fofter paffions take pofleffion of 
them, thefe they will often indulge to the 
very utmoft, let what will be the confeqiiencc^ 
let who will be the fufFeiser^ The dignity of 
virtuous innocence, the peace and comfort of 
families, the ties of friendftiip, the laws of hof- 
pitality, the fanftity of plighted vows> the 
happinefs of thofe whom they are bound by 
the moft folemn engagements tp chetiflxand to 
protect, all thefe, and a thoufand other ho lefs 
facred obligations, are trifles to them, are 
bt^iUfhed away like the morning dew, When they 
ftand in the way of their defires; and multi- 
tudes . mufl be made wretched for ever, that 
they may be triumphant for one moment. And 
ycit/ if' the flighteft injury or infult be offered 
It) tkemfelves, they take iire in an inftant ; 
thoj^^purfue the offender with inextinguifh- 
iible fury and rancour,. and, whilfl they are 
•violating every hour the maxims of true ho- 
nour, will facrifice to notions of falfe hor 
-nour the life of the deareft friend they h?ve 
in the world. Let not thefe, let not any fucK 
^s thcfe, ever pretend to talk of humanity or 

benevolence. 



SERMON XYIt 36^ 

benevolence. .They are ignorant of its firft 
J)rinciplcs, and. have . the very rudiments of 
true* Chriftian charity yet to learn. Though 
to&mc perfons, and on fome occafions, they 
may perhaps be generous and kind r yet if 
they are diflblute, bppreflive, implacable, vin- 
dictive, themiferytheyoccafionby thefe vices 
will infinitely outweigh all the good they do 
in other inftances, and juftly denonunate thenv 
hard-hearted and inhuman. 
• II. The very firfl duty, then, of the bene- 
volent man, is to. do harm to no one. Thea 
let him go on to do good to a? many as he 
can* And he viay do good to more perfons^ 
.and in more cafes, than he is perhaps awaro 
of. What numberlefs opportunities, for in- 
ifamce, are there of making- others happy in 
the daily commerce of Jife (efpecially in its 
jieareft and tendereft connexions) by an eafy, 
affable, condefcending, gentle, encouraging be- 
haviour and converfation. We may fay and 
do the.moft trivial things, in fuch a manner as 
to give almoft as much pleafure to thofe with 
whom we confkntly live and converfe, as we 
could do by the moft fubftantial ads of kind- 
nefs. And let pot this be thought unworthy 

the 
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Ae attentioil of a Chriftian aflembly;?' Saip^ 
tote kfelf €Ommaiids ns ta ie cotirteous% an^ 
the manners of oar bleffed Lord were not only 
' ^ild and gentle^ but graceful and captivating* 
This \*a$ the natural refuU of his unbounded 
benevolence, which is indqed the beft, the 
only fure and folid foundation of true urba- 
nity. Without real, uhdif&mbled good^wiU 
tix others, either from principle or conftitution, 
there can be no fuch tiling as a conftaot der 
fire to pleafe> and without fuch a defire al- 
ways prefent to our minds, it is impoiBbk we 
Jhould pleafe. Whoever, therefore, wifhcs to 
render himfelf univerially beloved and admir- 
ed, muft T\Q^ vxvt\ffe€m benevolent; he^noft 
be really fo. When once he is, every thing 
clfe will generally follow of courfe, without 
difficulty, without effort, without the leaft 
occafion for art, difguife, or management -f-^ 
When all is goodnels within, all mxxOt be gra-i- 
^ious 4nd eligaging without. When l^^M» » 
Efodnt&in of genuine kindnefs in the fbdl, it 
will naturally and fpontaneoufly diffiife itfolf 
to every the minuteft part ef our behayioun 

^ iPet.iu.8. 

t Such as we fee recoxnmefid^ in tiic leljtegs pfa bte aobl^ 
Xtil to his ion. 

III. They 



III. They who ha\te had touch expcrieiwt 
in the worlds may be of infilriite ufe to tkofe 
who halve had but little, by giving them wifei. 
and feaicfifiabfc; and falutary advice ; by redti-* 
fying their crude^miftaken notions of meii antl 
thiilgs ; by inftruaing them in the r6al Value 
of the blefHiigs and the evils both c£ this life 
ahd the next; by pointing' out to them the 
foad thtey are to take, the objecSts they are to 
jpurfue ; by guarding them again ft thofe hafty 
friehdfliips, and ruihbus coniie6tions-, v^hicR 
tiiey are but too apt to form; by •teachihj6^ 
them, in fine,, to diftinguifh proper]^' l>iit\ireeii 
trivial, fliowy, fu'perftcral accomplishments, and 
thblS Md, fobftantial attainiiients, boi^ mtnU 
ledtiral, ihoM, aJid religious^ which ot^ht 
to engage the chief atteiition of a rational 
and imtnbFtal being. This world is a wide 
and tUrbilltnt ocean, full of rocks and ihodk j^ 
arid there ti^inot be a kinder or more ufcfol 
thing than to furnifh thofe who are ready tc^ 
launch oiit up(6h it tvlth a pfoper thatrt and 
compafs to diFed tlieif fourfe. There ate 
few perfbns whb hitre rtot, in fome j^art C3lf 
their lives, abCinddiit dppGfitunities of cxer^ 
effing their b'erievolericfe aird good-natore, in. 
ihifi way> towards the thoughtlefs and inex- 
perienced. 
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pcricnced. And they muft have little ^U 
mg^ indeed, who can fee a poor giddy wretch 
running headlong down a precipice, without 
^retching out a friendly hand ta fiiatch hinv 

firom. deftrudion. 

. ' • ' "■ 

IV/ But if we are afraid of being thought 
Bwddling and officious, and of provoking. ea-» 
xnity, where friendfhxp only was meant, there is 
another method of inftruding and benefiting 
^tljL^s, which cannot poffibly give^ piFence > 
and: that is, a coop example. A regular/ 
virtuous, religious Jifa, hefides all the good it 
does int other refpe.(^s, is a conftant Jieffoh of 
fuorality to all around us.- It is a filcnt, infi-< 
jUUftliing kind of advice, which fteals unobferved 
^to..^e«miad; and its operations, though im- 
perceptible, are- commonly moft efteftuaL 
liidng under the influence of a bright ex-* 
ample is to the foul, what breathing a pure 
^nd wholefome air is to the body. We find 
oufelves mended and improved and invigo- 
rated by both, without any fenfible impreffion 
made upon us, without perceiving how the 
l^appy change is brought about. When peo- 
j)le offer us advice in form, it feems to argue a 
^ind of fuperiority v?hich ibmetimes piques 
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add offends U8»r We are apt to fet bnrfclvesi 
out of, mere ptide, to fence and fight ?igainfl 
it> and can fcarcp ev5&r be ingehoous enough 
to own ourfdvbsan thd \vrohg when any one 
prejiimes to ttU lis that we are fo? But we 
cannot poffibly be angry at a naan for taking 
care of his own condud, for going on in the 
right road himfelf, aiid leaving us to follow, 
him or not> as we- think fit* When virtue is 
thus made vifiUe in human fi>rm> its charms, 
am too powerful to be refifted, Inftead of 
aj>plying to the, undcrAanding, it makes its way 
dire£liy^ to the heart ; and when that is once 
gained iDv^r^ all di^ulty is at; an end. Here^ 
then, is^ a way oi dciag good, whidi is equally 
in the ipower of the greateft man and the 
tneanei^. He has nothing to do but to. go 
qfaietlyjonin the path of duty^and he will be 
followed by multitudes, on whom neither ar- 
^nientynor perfuafion^ would cvermdce the 
ifl^teft impreffion. — ' 

: But though every one may thus make his 
Jight ihine moit ufefuUy before men, yet the 
Jtughcrthis light is phcisdi the wider wijil be 
its ffhcr^, ^d the more extehfive its infiuence* 
.VQt.lh Bb Th?y, 
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They, therefore, who by their birth, their 
fbition, their power, their wealth, their pto^ 
iefiion, their abilities, are iet, as it were, upon 
an eminence, and held up to the obfervation 
of the world, are more e^)ecially bound to take 
heed to their ways, fince the gdod or die harm 
they may do by their conduct is inconceitdble. 
It is very well known, that the lower orders of 
men almoft conflantly take the caft and colour 
o£ their lives from thofe above them* The 
manners of the pec^le, therefi^^, are to a great 
degree in the hands of their fuperiors, and maj 
be moulded fay them into whatever form lAmf 
pleaie. What a noble opf)ortunity x£ doing 
good does this afford to thoife fuperk)rs 1 Akl 
opportunity which, to every man of benevo* 
lence, of public. fpirit, nay, even of any faoncft 
ambition, muft be fuch a temptathn to tight 
c<mdu&, as one would diink it impoii^ik 
for him to withftand. What a £ur and db^ 
vious path to reputation and applauie is ^ert 
marked out to the upper part of the World I 
How eafy is it for them to merit, and to ob- 
tain, a place amongft die inoft diftingudllhed 
friends and bene£u3x>rs of mankind, mertly Jy 
fhmg as they mghH i>y being as tminently 
8 good. 
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g6oi, as tjb^y ^re aminendly greM« There are, 
it Biuft be coQfe^d,nami)er$ who are really Q>^ 
uml were thoie numbers to encreaife 10 the pro- 
fprtioA thqr might and<H^ht> we fliould iboa 
&e the lidiRite VLti\ity of fuch examples. It 
i$ an experiment that weU delerves to be tried 
in its utmoft extent^ and the reward would 
amply repay the labour^ For furely there if 
ho gratification that wealth or power can be^ 
AoW| equal to the feelings which they muft 
have, who (pc multitudes of their fellow-crea- 
tures growing every day better and happier un- 
der their hands. It can be exceeded only by the 
upipeakabfe joy they wUl experience hereaftei; 
when they :peFaeive themiiblves furrpUnded in 
the reahai of light by thofe who have been 
broi^bt these principally by their means; 
Ivhofe gmtd^ tranfports will overwhelm them 
with delicti and for whoTe virtues they wUl 
be rewarded ^ well as for their owm 

V» . Anodier very eafy and unexpenfive mc* 
l^od of heing ferviceable to others is, by via- 
<Hcating the charaders of thofe that have been 
id^ttftly di^amed and traduced. If the injured 
peiffbns are Grangers to us> it is generous ^nd 
noble to fl$md up in their defence^ If they are 

B b 2 our 
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cur friends, we are bound by the moft facrcif 
ties to repel the infults offered to their good 
name. If they are fet in authority over u9i 
it is our duty tarefcuc thim from the obloquy 
which we know they do not merit. In all 
thefe refpefts we have, it muft be owned at 
prefent, an ample field for our benevolence 
to work in. With opportunities of doing good 
in tJbis way, we are, indeed, moft liberally fur- 
fii(hed by the licence and liialevolcnce of the 
age. For furely it is doing it no- if>j4iftiGe to 
fay, that one of its moft diftinguifliing feaftures 
is an intemperance in calumny, an indifcrimh- 
nate wantonnefs of defamation, of which na 
other country, no other period even in this 
country, furniflies any example^ It bccbnies, 
then, every friend to humanity, or evfcn-to com** 
mon juftice, to fet himfelf with the utmoft 
carneftnefs againft this irioft unchriftian fury df 
detra<ftion. He can hardly do a greater kindi- 
nefs to individuals, or a merc'fubftantial fer- 
vice to the public; than by difCtiliragirig^and 
repreffing to the utmoft every groUndleis flan- 
der, every unmerited reproach, let who will bfe 
the bbjeft, whether in the higheft wnploy*- 
mentsor the moft -private ftations of lifc^ • 

VI. But 
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- VL Bat tljoug^ in thefe and many other, 
inflances that might be mentioned, we may do 
moft eflential fervicc to our fellow^creatures, 
yet they who have the ftrongeftxlaini on our 
benevolence arc undoubtedly the afflifted and 
diftrelTed. To thefe, when pecuniary relief is 
all they want, it fhould certainly be admini- 
ftered in jproportion to their nccefBties, to our. 
circumftances, and the right they have to ex- 
pedt affiftance from us. But it frequently 
happens, that, the kindnefs; they ftand in 
need of is of a very different nature* Some- 
times they require nothing more than a little 
fopport and coimtenahce againft fome petty 
tyrant, that ** devifeth mifchief continually*/^ 
Sometimes they have undefcrvedly loft the af- 
feiSions of their beft friend, whom they wifh 
to regain. Sometimes they feek in vain ad- 
miflion to thofe who can alone eifedlually af- 
fift them. Sometimes a load of grief liea 
heavy on their minds, which calls for ibme 
companionate hand to lighten or remove it, 
by confojation, by advice, by encouragement, 
by fympatby and condolence, . by every tender 
care, evtry fbothing expreffion that humanity 

* Proverbs, vi. 14, 

B b 3 can 
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can didate. In aU diei^ cafes, ami amulu 
litude of pthq's tl^t imght he mcmlionedi^ 
troe benevolence will accommodate itfidf ta 
the yarioos diftrefies that fall ;n it» w^j( 
will, with a ?eria(ility truly acjmirahlc, '• bcir 
^ come alLlhings to all men/' aqd ^ume z% 
mnny different fhapes as there are modrs of 
piifery in th^ wodd. It will comppfe thir 
differences of friends ; it will arrcO: die yioknco 
cif enemies ; i^ wiU brjng back the uiigratef^ 
child to a fenfe of his duty, tlje pffendpd pa-r 
f^t to the fedmgs c£ affe<9don j^ ^ it will yifit 
^ the fatherlefsan^ w^^s in their affli<%ioa} 
f* it will rejoice ^th them that rejoice, and 
f' w«p with th^m ^hit ween j" ;t will pro^j 
te£t the helplefs and die weakj; will ei^ert it« 
influence, will exhauf^ its powers in rcdreffing 
their injuries, and yindica.ting their fights ; it 
will facilitate their accefs tQ the feats of jufUce j^ 
at will knock foi: them at the doors of the 
greal ; it Will raife f hem up friendsjj where 
they cou^ nerer have thought of looking for 
them; it will be as Aaron wa^ to Mofes, 
ffa mouth to them^j" it wiH Ipeak thofe 
yfants which they are imable to reprefipntj, an4 
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^kad'ibr than with ao eloquence which no- 
thiag jcgn refift. T|ie man of charity, m (hort, 
will not merely coatent hirofelf with giving 
alms; he wiU give what people are often more 
unwilling to give, his attention, his thoughts, 
his care, his friehdfhip) his prote<^ion. Thefe 
are fo many inftrmnents of beneficence that 
God puts into our hands for the benefit of 
others. Thefe were intended to fupply the 
place of wealth; and will, in many cafes, re<- 
lieve diilreiles which wealth cannot reach. 

To enter into a minute detail of all the vai* 
ifkms ways in which we may benefit mankind 
would be endlefa, and, indeed, in a great mea^ 
fure needleis. For whoever is pofiefied with a 
fincere defire to do good, will have no occa- 
^fion for a monitor tb fuggeft to him when and 
where he fhadl exert it. He will be no lefe 
quick in difcerning, than eager in embracing 
cveiy opportunity c^ e^ercifing his bene vo»* 
lencc. i Q^W therefore content niyfelf with 
mentioning, \n CQn(:lu^on, only o)ie more way 
of manifefting our good will to mankind; 
which is in a very high degree important and 
beneficial ; which lies as much within the 
■reach of the loweA as the higheft; and which 

Bb4 yet 
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yet both high and low are, I fear, but tcm 
apt to negled; I mean, recommending 

0UR BRETHREN TO GoD IN PRAYER. 

Let not the Philofopher ftnile at this ! It is 
pot to him I fpeak. He, I know, is infinitely 
gbove the mcanncfs of paying any homage 
to the great Creator and Governor of the 
world. . He ' difdains to pray even for hi« 
own ^yeifere ; how, then, ihould he ever think 
<>f imploring bleflings upon others? How 
can he be expedled to. love hi$ neighbour 
better than himfelf? He lau^is at the idea 
•pf a particular providence, which regulates 
the minu^eft movements both of the natu- 
ral and the moral world, 2kid .coniequeaitly 
looks on prayer as 1^ i(lleil and moft ufclels 
fcmployment in which a human creature can 
be engaged. I^et us leave hinift then, to the 
enjoyment of that coptfortable ftate of which 
he has made choice ; turned adrift (as he mu^ 
fuppofe himfclf) into awid? world, andabw- 
doned to the caprice pf ch^CQ jtnd fprtune^^ 
without protedor, guide, pr comforter 5 with- 
put any Almighty Friend to apply tp fof him- 
felf, or thofe he holds moft dear, when expo^ 
\o dangers, or involved in calamities, where z\\ 
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humaB heljp is vain. Here, I fay, kt us leave 
Jbinir and kt us devoutly thank God that wc 
are not Philofophers. Let us thank God that 
<JUr belief of this mod important dod:rioe of 
.a particular providence is founded, not on the 
cobweb^fubtleties of human fcien.ce,hu.t on that 
folid, immoveable. rock, the Gofpel of Chrift, 
The Scripture informs. us, that he who firft 
created the world, ftill continues; to preferye it; 
that he is " about our path and about ourbed, 
and fpieth out all our ways ^j** that, " with* 
out his knowledge not'a fparrowfaJl$ to the 
^' grourid,and that the very hairs of our head arc 
*^ all numbered •f'/' To diis gfacibu^ and Air 
mighty; Being we are commanded to pray, 
and that not only for ourfelves but for others 
•alfo. ** Pray one for another," fays St. James. 
*' Let Application, prayers, interceflions, and 
*^ giving of thanks be made for all men J/* 
^^ Seek the peace of the city where you live, 
^* and pray unto the Lord for it || ." ; What a 
pleafingf what a fpacious field of benevolence 
, is here opened to the Chriftian, from which 
the unbeliever (who yet, of all others, boafts 

♦ Pfalm cxxxix, «, f Matthew x. 29, 30, 

^ I Timothy, ii. z. H Joremiadi xxix. ;• 

the 
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tkc moft of his benevolence) abfoluteljr fhuti 
hitnkU oat. We think it a ibong mark of 
our regard, to recommend thofe we love to 
feme great and powerfiil firiend, who is abit 
to £apport and advance them in the world. 
But what earthly fupport or protection is to 
be compared to his, who has all the powers c^ 
nature, and all the events of futurity, at his 
command, who has the hearts of all n>en in 
his hand, and " turaeth tfiem whitherfoever 
** he will*/* What a privilege, what an ho- 
nour, what an indulgence is it, that we are 
allowed to ccmunit thofe we love to his cait 
and guardianfhip; and that we can do it with- 
out raifing up a rival in his afiedlions ! In the 
arms of his mercy there is room for all. He 
can embrace in them, at once, the whdie 
race of mankind; and the more we intercede 
in our prayers for others, the iurer are we of 
his fcindncfs to ourfelves. To him we feJ- 
dom fail to have recourfe in our own dif- 
trefs. There are cafes in which we fly to 
him by a kind of inftindive impulfe; in which, 
yrithout the utmoft violence, we cannot r#- 
firaw ourfelves from prayer* If then we have 
any real good waH to our fdJow^^creaf ures, 

♦ Pror.xxi.i. 

we 
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ire £ball iixq>lore the &ine mo-cies^ and .with 
the faihe etfueftne^i for diem that we do for 
eorfelves. If wc have any love for our couiw 
try^ we Ihall not £til to give it a j^ace in oar 
<feK>tion8> and to pray moft ardently for tiie 
profperity and flabili^ of our Jerufakm. 

In what manner our prayers can be granledi 
or by what means God can avert calamity &om 
fito& \re recompiend to his prote«^ion>widioat 
doing vioknce to what is called the ordinary 
courie of nature, it is no concern of (»irs to en-* 
quire. If God has commanded us to pray foi 
others^ it is our bufindfs not to philofophize^ 
but to obey. Let us give ourfelves no trouble 
about the courfe of nature. It is perfedtly fafe 
in the hands of its divine Author. There may 
be no difficulties to Omnipotence^ where we 
fee nothing but impoilibilities. Let us leave 
God to manage his own world, and perform 
his promifes, as he certainly will, in his' own 
way. All we have to do is^ to make a faith- 
ful ufe of that valuable privilege of intbr-^ 
CESC10K9 which he has gracioufly allowed us 
for the benefit of our fellow'^creatunes. Th^ 
mod: indigent man may fay to his neighbour^ 
as Su Peter did to the cripple at the gate of 

the 
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the temple> '^ £lver and geld havC' I none ; 
** birt> fuch as I Have, ghr I thcc*.^* My 
wifhcs^ my interceffions, my pra)rers you ihall 
have.. On earthy ind^d^ Lean dahothingi but 
I will try to move HEAVEN in your fevour. 
This . puts it into the.' powcir. of the nacancft 
inember of lbcietyi'|f he is bat rdKgioUsiand dc- 
vout, to bea^eflentially.uieful, both to indivi- 
daa£?and to the commiuiitywas thofe that iiU the 
bigheftand-riioft a(5ive flationsof.life';.' From 
die d^pefl.folitude^ and!:&om the*humUeflt 
cell,, his prayetiS may reach the throne of God; 
xnay^ there touch one lof: thofe celeftial fprings 
that fet the world in motion; may be among 
the reafbns that induce the Almighty to give 
a new turn to the great wheels (rf* the univcrfc, 
and to refcue individuals, families^ and empires^ 
froni dcftrudtion. Improbable, and even ridi- 
culous, as this may feem to the profound rel- 
6>ncrs of this world, the Scriptures, botii of th« 
Old and New Tcftament, are full of tht 
powerful prevalence and aftonifhihg cffe6ts of 
prayer; and unlefs we abfolutely renounce all 
faith in the Gofpel, and all confidence . iij the 
pronaifes of Chrift, we muft admit the trudi 
Vaf this doarine ; we muft acknowledge,, that 

♦ Afts, iii. 6, 

X ^* the 
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•' Ae cflfeaiial fervent prayer, of a righteous 
^' man,'* either for bim£elf> or for others^ 
*^ avalfeth .inuch *-"^ '^ ^ ^ 

Let, then, every fincere Chriftian, iminoVed 
1^ the eavils of the fophift, or tha infulti 
of the fcorner, fteadily and refolutely per- 
fcvere in that moft benevolent office of iNt 
TERCEDiNG for all mankind. Let him be- 
feech the great Sovereign of the'Univerfe. to 
enlighten the ignorant, to ftrengthen the v^eak, 
to confirm the doubtful, to convert the infidel^ 
to reclaim the profligate, to foften the unmer- 
ciful, to reftrain the violent and vindiflive, to 
redrefs the injured and opprefled, toprotedithe 
innocent ; to reconcile the interefts and calm 
the paffions of contending individuals and 
hoftile nations; to avert from this hitherto fa- 
voured land thofe bitter evils with vsrhich other 
countries are now fo cruelly defolatcd and 
overwhelmed; to dired: the councils and 
profpcr the juft defigns of thofe whom Provi- 
dence has fet over us ; to unite the hearts of 
thofe they govern, as the heart of one man, in 
fcntimcnts of Chriftian charity, and conftitu- 
tional obedience. Let him implore, in fine, 

♦ James, V. f 6. 

(as 
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(as he ntturally wiU) the peoulkur blefiiBg of 
tlie Almij^^ on tho& he h(4ds mcftt deao 
that^ as our Liturgy very faUkaely exprefles 
it, *^ through his moft mighQ^ piotedion, both 
here and ever^ they may be preierved both m 
hoAf and foul ; and that he being their ruler 
and guide» they may £o pafs through things 
temporal as finally to lofe not the things that 
are etemaU'' 
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